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The 411 on 250 new laws
2019 was a busy year for Illinois lawmakers, New Year’s Day brings sweeping changes
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The law making recre-
ational marijuana legal Jan. 1, 
has been getting most of the 
attention, but that’s just one 
of more than 250 new state 
laws and taxes that kick in 
with the new year.

The start of 2020 will 
bring higher costs for drivers, 
with a new tax on parking 
and higher license plate fees, 
along with bigger paychecks 
for minimum wage workers.

The new year should also 
reduce frustrations for men 
looking for diaper changing 
stations in public restrooms, 
and cut down on the hassle 
of name changes for people 
who have been divorced.

Here’s a rundown of some 
of the laws and policies that 
took effect Jan. 1.

Minimum wage: Low-
wage workers across Illinois 
are getting a raise this year as 
the statewide minimum wage 
increases by $1 per hour, to 
$9.25, the first state-man-

dated pay hike for the low-
est-paid workers in a decade. 
Workers will get another 75-
cent raise to $10 an hour on 
July 1. Annual $1-per-hour 
increases will continue each 
New Year’s Day until wages 
hit $15 per hour in 2025.

Parking tax: A new tax on 
parking kicks in to help pay 
for building projects as part 
of Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s $45 
billion Rebuild Illinois infra-
structure program. There will 
be a new 6 percent daily and 
9 percent monthly tax on ga-
rage and lot parking. Parking 
lots and garages owned and 
operated by the state or local 
governments are exempt.

License plate fees: To sup-
port transportation-related 
projects, license plate fees are 
increasing by $50 to $151 an-
nually, starting with the 2020 
registration year. The charge 
for electric vehicles is going 
up to $248 per year from $35 
for two years. While the cost 
of a license plate is going up, 
minors who need a state ID 

card are getting a break. The 
cost of a new, renewed or re-
placed ID for those under 18 
will drop to $5 from $10.

Trade-in vehicle tax: Car 
buyers who trade in another 
vehicle to fund their pur-
chases now may be hit with 
higher sales tax. Previously, 
the trade-in value of a vehi-
cle was exempt from sales 
tax. But starting in 2020, the 
exemption will be capped 
at $10,000. So, if one trades 
in a $12,000 car toward a 
$20,000 purchase in 2019, 
there is a sales tax on the 
$8,000 difference. Starting in 
2020, car buyers pay taxes on 
$10,000. The state expects 
the change to bring in $40 
million in annual funding for 
building projects.

Sexual harassment: Em-
ployers statewide will have 
to follow a new set of rules 
aimed at curbing workplace 
sexual harassment. The 
sweeping legislation cov-
ers both private and public 
workplaces and comes out of 

the #MeToo movement. Illi-
nois’ #MeToo reckoning saw 
widespread reports of sexual 
harassment within state gov-
ernment, and under the new 
law, state officials, employees 
and lobbyists are all required 
to go through annual sexual 
harassment training.

In the private sector, em-
ployers must provide sexual 
harassment training and can-
not require workers to sign 
nondisclosure or arbitration 
agreements related to ha-
rassment or discrimination. 
The legislation also requires 
hotels and casinos to equip 
some employees with noti-
fication devices that allow 
them to alert security or a 
manager if they are being 
harassed or need to call for 
help.

Higher driving violation 
fines: The fine for passing a 
school bus with its stop sign 
extended doubles to $300 
from $150 for a first offense. 
Fines for second and later 
offenses also are doubling, 

to $1,000 from $500. In re-
sponse to a spate of roadside 
crashes involving Illinois 
State Police troopers, two of 
which were fatal, fines also 
are going up for drivers who 
fail to slow down or move 
over for emergency vehicles 
on the side of the road. The 
fine for a first violation of the 
law is going up to $250 from 
$100. Subsequent violations 
now carry a minimum fine of 
$750. Violators also will be 
charged an additional $250 
fee to fund education and 
enforcement of the law.

Under a separate law, the 
maximum penalty for driv-
ers who don’t slow down or 
move over when entering a 
construction zone is increas-
ing to $25,000 from $10,000. 
The law also enacts fines of 
$100 to $1,000 for drivers 
who disobey traffic-control 
devices in work zones.

No more statute of limita-
tions for major sex crimes: 
Illinois prosecutors will no 

See NEW LAWS, Page 8A

GLASS ARTIST CAPTIVATES AUDIENCES

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Todd Stokes stands with two of his etched glass artworks, “Untitled” on the left and “Flocking Crows” on the right. 
Stokes has 30 years of experience in glass etching and cutting and works out of his frame shop and studio in Terre 
Haute, The Golden Frame. He other local glass artists are exhibiting their works in the upcoming “Between the 
Sheets” show at the LINK Art Gallery in Paris.

Stokes brings outside in
BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

Terre Haute-based glass artist 
Todd Stokes is preparing to bring 
his unique vision of nature, geom-
etry and flow to the LINK Art Gal-
lery as part of the upcoming exhibit 
“Between the Sheets.” The title may 
sound risqué, but audiences need 
not worry — all of these sheets are 
glass.

Stokes is a glass artist with almost 
30 years of experience capturing the 
feelings and contrasts of nature with 
freeform shapes and etching.

“My dad started this shop in 1990 
and he had glass etching and crafts,” 
Stokes said, referring to his dual 
frame store and studio space called 
The Golden Frame. Stokes moved 
to the area to help his father in the 
shop and picked up glass etching in 
the process.

Etching is done by sandblasting 

the glass with coarse aluminum ox-
ide, leaving ghostly silhouettes over 
the clear glass. Factor in the effects 
of layering and cutting the glass and 
the possibilities become endless.

Glass art is gaining converts as 
classes and materials become more 

available, but it is also an intimidat-
ing medium and, Stokes acknowl-
edges, an unforgiving one. He has 
to be careful not to blemish and 
scratch the glass as he handles it. In 
worst-case scenarios, panels break 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

In Stokes’ piece “Writhing River,” he used overlaid geometric shapes to con-
trast the solid riverbanks from the flowing currents.

See GLASS, Page 8A

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – Illinoisans 
rang in the New Year with a new, 
higher minimum wage, and the 
Department of Labor is encourag-
ing employees to watch their pay-
checks to ensure that time worked 
in 2020 is paid at the new rate.

Governor JB Pritzker signed 
the new minimum wage law last 
February providing a path to a $15 
minimum wage by 2025. Mini-
mum wage earners received an 
increase of $1 to $9.25 an hour on 
Jan. 1, which will be followed by 
an increase to $10 an hour on July 
1. The minimum wage will then 
increase an additional $1 an hour 
each Jan. 1 until it reaches $15 an 
hour in 2025.

“While we expect compliance 
by all employers regarding the new 
minimum wage, it is important 
that workers earning minimum 
wage are aware that the $1 increase 
should be reflected in their pay 
checks for any time they work after 
the first of the year,” said Michael 
Kleinik, director of the Illinois De-
partment of Labor. 

The last time Illinois increased 
its minimum wage was a decade 
ago in 2010 when it was raised 
to $8.25. Since that time, Cook 
County has put in place a $12 per 
hour minimum wage and Chica-
go’s minimum wage is now $13 an 
hour.

More than 1.4 million adult 
hourly workers in Illinois currently 
make less than $15 per hour, ac-
cording to the Illinois Economic 

New 
minimum 
wage now 
in place

See WAGE, Page 8A

Small businesses can 
offset up to 25 percent 
of wage increase on 
withholding taxes
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MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris.

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Verna 
Smith at 217-822-0953 for more 
information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

MONTHLY EUCHRE NIGHT
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FREE CHAIR YOGA CLASSES BEGINS  JAN. 9
The Maple Center for Integrative Health is offering free chair 
yoga classes 10-11 a.m. Thursdays starting Jan. 9. This unique 
program makes yoga exercise possible to those who may need 
modification due to illness, injury, limited range of motion, age 
or other reasons. Participants will use a chair and other props, 
if needed, for support during class.  No prior yoga experience 
needed. Mats, chairs, and other equipment will be provided. 
All classes are in the Larry P. Fleschner Memorial Classroom, 
Suite 400 at The Maple Center located at 1801 N. Sixth Street, 
Terre Haute. No registration or sign-up is required for the free, 
grant-funded class. Call (812)-234-8733 for more information. 

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

37   27
Prec: 50%

45   28
Prec: 0%

44   28
Prec: 0%

41   23
Prec: 30%

39   32
Prec: 0%

46   42
Prec: 20%

47   37
Prec: 30%

TODAY — Mostly cloudy with snow showers 
possible before turning to rain. Highs top 
out in the upper 30s.

SUNDAY — Mostly sunny and breezy with 
highs climbing into the middle 40s.

MONDAY — Highs once again top out 
above average in the mid 40s under partly 
sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:12 a.m. 4:40 p.m. 12:35 p.m. 12:55 a.m.

SUNDAY 7:12 a.m. 4:41 p.m. 1:02 p.m. 1:54 a.m.

MONDAY 7:12 a.m. 4:42 p.m. 1:34 p.m. 2:55 a.m.

TUESDAY 7:12 a.m. 4:42 p.m. 2:10 p.m. 3:58 a.m.

WENDESDAY 7:12 a.m. 4:43 p.m. 2:54 p.m. 5:02 a.m.

THURSDAY 7:11 a.m. 4:44 p.m. 3:46 p.m. 6:06 a.m.

FRIDAY 7:11 a.m. 4:45 p.m. 4:46 p.m. 7:06 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34°/19°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61° in 1997
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -9° in 1920

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.36”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .00.00”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 00.36”

NORMAL:    High: 34   Low: 19     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU

Weather Wizard
@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts 
Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeff Chambers, Dan 
Dundas, Tim Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Adonna Bennett, Tina Jones, 
Christian Colvin, Cindy Spencer 
and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Patti Garver
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Cliff 
Macke
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 

Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to residents in and around 
Edgar County, Clark County, 
Douglas County, Vermilion 
County and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typograph-
ical error and in no event 
will liability be assumed for 
merchandise incorrectly 
priced. 

 Copyright 2020 by Prairie Bea-
con LLC. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in 
part without written permis-
sion is prohibited. 
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SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848

Published byPublished by
Prairie Beacon, LLCPrairie Beacon, LLC

Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisherNancy Roberts Zeman, publisher

Gary Henry, editorGary Henry, editor

The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News Volume 6 No. 18 is published weekly 
on Saturdays by Prairie Beacon LLC. USPS 22895  to mail at Periodical 
Postage Prices at Paris, IL. post office, 61944. POSTMASTER:  Send 
address changes to The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News at 101 N. Central 
Ave, Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-NewsParis Beacon-News

The monthly euchre night is 6-9 
p.m. Jan. 9 at the Red Oak Inn, 
219 W. Madison, Paris. 

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary weekly dinner is 
5-7 p.m. Jan. 9 at the post home. 
The $5 meal is meatloaf, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, a roll and 
a beverage. Dessert is available 
for $1 extra. 

UPCOMING

RETREAT FOR MOTHERS
A retreat for mothers of special 
needs children is Jan. 25-26 at 
Villa Maris Retreat Center, Lake 
Springfield. The retreat provides 
an opportunity to relax, enjoy 
activities and network with other 
mothers of special needs chil-
dren. The $50 fee covers meals 
and lodging. More information 
about the event or for help 
obtaining financial assistance to 
attend contact Mary Smith mk-
smith@wiu.edu. The deadline to 

register is Jan. 11

FREE EAR ACUPUNCTURE  
The Maple Center is offering free 
ear acupuncture noon-4 p.m. Jan. 
12 in the Larry P. Fleschner Memo-
rial classroom, Suite 400. Partici-
pants must be at least 18 years old. 
Sessions are approximately 30-45 
minutes long. It is suggested those 
wanting to participate schedule a 
time. More information is available 
by calling 812-234-8733.  

WEBINAR ON SEED SAVING
The Edgar County Extension is of-
fering a free webinar about seed 
saving for garden produce and 
heirloom varieties 1:30 p.m. Jan. 
14 at the Extension Office. Topics 
covered include techniques for 
seed saving such as open pollina-
tion and isolation, harvesting and 
seed storage. Call 217-465-8585 
for more information.

EAT HEALTHY ECONOMICALLY
It does not have to be more expen-
sive to eat healthy. The Illinois 

Extension service is offering 
“Nutrition: Bang for Your Buck” 
1:30 p.m. Jan. 15 at the Paris 
Public Library. Topics covered 
include finding affordable healthy 
options at the grocery store and 
meal planning tricks to cut down 
on food waste. Call 217-465-8585 
for more information.

FREEZER MEALS CLASS
Illinois Extension Food and Nu-
trition Educator Mary Liz Wright 
is hosting a free class on how to 
prepare several meals in advance 
and freeze them 6 p.m. Jan. 26 at 
the Paris Public Library. Advance 
registration is not required. 

FOOD HACK CHALLENGE
Edgar County 4-H is sponsoring a 
food challenge open to all Edgar 
County youths between the 
third and 12th grades. The event 
is 6 p.m. Jan. 28 but all teams 
are required to attend the Food 
Challenge Hacks meeting 5:30 
p.m. Jan. 27. More information 
about the event and registering is 
available by calling the extension 
office 465-8585.

YOGA FOR STRESS 
A seven-week series of Stress 
Management Yoga classes are 
6-7:30 p.m. Mondays starting 
Jan. 27 in the Larry P. Fleschner 
Memorial Classroom, The Maple 
Center, 1801 N. Sixth Street, Terre 
Haute. The class uses different 
yoga postures, breathing and 
relaxation techniques to cope 
with life’s stresses. The cost of 
this 7-week series is $70, or $10 
per class. Register online at www.
themaplecenter.org or call 812-
234-8733. 

STARTING SEEDS IN WINTER
It is possible to get a jump 
on spring garden planting by 
starting seeds early, even without 
a greenhouse. The Edgar County 
Extension office is hosting a free 
webinar 1:30 p.m. Jan. 28 about 
starting some seeds outside 
during the winter. Horticulture 
educator Nicole Flowers-Kim-
merle says this is a cost-effective 
way of growing seedlings for the 
garden. More information is avail-
able by calling 217-465-8585

BUSINESS DISASTER PLAN
According to the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, 
many small businesses never 
reopen after a disaster. Steve 
Groner offers a free workshop 
8 a.m.-noon Feb. 12 at the Clark 
County Extension Office regard-
ing how to create a business 
disaster plan. Registration closes 
Feb. 5. More information is avail-
able by calling 618-943-5018.

FOLIAGE LANDSCAPING
The Edgar County Extension office 
is hosting a free webinar 1:30 p.m. 
Feb. 25 about how to incorporate 
foliage color into landscape de-
sign. More information is available 
by calling 217-465-8585.

Financial Services for every step!

BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Learn more about us online at www.firstmid.com
or at any other First Mid location.

Financial Solutions 
for every step along the way.

PARIS
101 S. Central Avenue  |  217-465-6381
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With Current or New Account* Relationship

RELATIONSHIPS THAT REWARD

12 Month CD Special
1.75% A.P.Y. 

or 2.00% A.P.Y. 

BANKPROSPECT.COM

The minimum balance to obtain the stated annual percentage yield (A.P.Y.) is $500.00. A.P.Y. is accurate as of 11/20/2019.
A penalty will or may be imposed for early withdraws. A.P.Y. is subject to change without notice. Interest compounded quarterly.

Will automatically renew with applicable rates at time of maturity. FDIC insured to the maximum allowed by law. 
*Account is defined as a checking, savings or money market account. 

MEMBER FDIC

Ask About
KASASA CASH

3.50% A.P.Y. on balances up to $15,000.00
0.25% A.P.Y. on balances $15,000.01 and up

Annual Percentage Yield calculations are based on an assumed statement cycle of thirty-one (31) days.  Information and A.P.Y. is accurate as of 11/20/2019.
  Rates, rewards, and bonuses, if any, are variable and may change after account is opened. 

No minimum balance is required to earn or receive the account’s rewards. Fees may reduce earnings.
Kasasa, Kasasa Cash is a trademark of Kasasa, Ltd., Registered in the U.S.A.

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 2/28/2020. Offer valid on initial visit only. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window, get the next one (1) at 40% off and 12 months 
$0 money down, $0 monthly payments, $0 interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio doors between 6/15/2019 and 2/28/2020. 40% off windows and patio doors are 
less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the project. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase 
amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial 
institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Available only at participating locations. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for 
details. Los Angeles License #992285. Orange County License #990416. MHIC #121441. VA License #2705155684. DC License #420215000125. License MN: BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes 
MN insurance work per MSA 325E.66. Other license numbers available on request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. For J.D. Power 2018 
award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where 
denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2019 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. rba12091 *Using U.S. and imported parts.

40%off
WINDOWS AND 

PATIO DOORS

BUY ONE, GET ONE

NO Money Down

NO Interest

NO Monthly Payments
for 1 year

Plus

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4
MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 – INTEREST ACCRUES 

FROM THE PURCHASE DATE BUT IS WAIVED IF 
PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

1
1

4040
WINDOWS AND 

PATIO DOORS

BUY ONE, GET ONE

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

Offer ends 
Feb 28

to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY FEBRUARY 28

855-815-3373
Also visit your local showroom.

Installation 
always 

included

I previously discussed Diabetes but that is 

not the only condition that can be detected 

by an eye examination.  High blood pressure, or hyperten-

sion, can also affect the eyes.  If your blood pressure is at or 

above 130/80 (2017 guidelines) it is too high.  The eye is the 

one place in the body that we can look directly at blood ves-

sels without looking through skin.  In advanced cases of hy-

pertension the oxygen rich arteries can harden and we can 

see them pressing down on the oxygen poor veins.  If we see 

changes in the back of the eye then it may be going on all 

over your body.  In the eye as this process happens it makes 

the risk of a problem such as a vein occlusion much higher.  

When a vein becomes blocked the blood has nowhere to go 

except to burst out of the vessel and into the retina, possi-

bly with permanent harm to the vision.  Prevention is still 

the best medicine.  Treatment for hypertension continues 

to improve but healthy lifestyle changes now may prevent 

issues in the future.

EYES
On High Blood Pressure

By Aaron Rhoads, O.D.

Chittick Family Vision Center
Committed to your total vision health

Aaron Rhoads, O.D., Optometrist
112 S. Main Street, Box 95  Paris, IL

(217) 465-6461

LIBERTY COIN FINDS ITS WAY TO PEARMAN’S PHARMACY

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

This 2015 $50 Liberty gold coin was left at Pearman’s Phar-
macy for the Salvation Army fund drive. Local Salvation Army 
representatives said it was a good year for donations, even 
though the Kroger store site was closed, and also a good year 
for volunteers helping as bell ringers.

SECRET DONOR GIVES GOLD 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The ongoing tradition of secretly leaving a gold coin for the Salvation Army fund drive continued in 2019. The 1-ounce U.S. Liberty 
gold coin was deposited at Pearman’s Pharmacy. Left to right, Salvation Army representative Marilyn Wright, Pearman’s staff Karla 
Landsaw, Steve Benefiel, Jasmine Bennett, Drew Cearlock, Missy Spiecher, Stephanie Benefiel, Mary Fritz, Kenzie Simpson, Bethany 
Wagner, Dustin Melton and Salvation Army representative John Wright.

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The first 
day of legal sales of recreation-
al marijuana in Illinois went 
extraordinarily well, accord-
ing to one industry represen-
tative, with total sales on Jan. 
1 of nearly $3.2 million.

“I just cannot express the 
gratitude from the dispensary 
operators to our customers 
about their courtesy and civil-
ity and patience. It was really a 
lovely, very successful rollout, 
I think, on the first day,” Pa-
mela Althoff, executive direc-
tor of the Cannabis Business 
Association of Illinois, said in 
an interview Thursday, Jan. 2.

On New Year’s Day, Illinois 
became the 11th state to allow 
legal sales of recreational mar-
ijuana to adults. As the clock 
ticked down to midnight on 
New Year’s Eve, many dis-
pensaries were reporting long 
lines outside their stores, in 
some cases stretching around 
their block.

The much-anticipated 
event was made possible by 
passage of a new law during 
the 2019 legislative session, 
the Cannabis Regulation and 
Tax Act, which legalized the 
sale, possession and use of 
marijuana for people 21 and 
older.

Former state Sen. Toi 
Hutchinson, an architect of 
that law who now serves as 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s senior ad-
visor for cannabis control, 
reported during a news con-
ference Thursday, dispensa-
ries across the state conducted 

77,128 transactions on Jan. 1, 
with sales totaling more than 
$3.1 million.

That happened despite a 
few snags on the opening day 
of sales, Althoff said. 

First, she said, there were 
glitches in the software dis-
pensaries use at the point of 
sale, which contributed to 
long wait times. Previously, 
dispensaries were allowed to 
sell only to qualified medical 
patients, but now they must 
keep close track of both med-
ical and recreational sales, 
which are taxed differently.

Adjustments made by the 
software company to address 
that change, Althoff said, 
caused a few problems.

“There were a few glitches, 
not everywhere, but in a few 
of the dispensaries,” she said. 
“… But my understanding is 
that they were rapidly correct-
ed. But it did add to some of 
the wait times that people ex-
perienced.”

In addition, she said, many 
dispensary operators had 
made design changes to their 
stores to accommodate a larger 
retail clientele, but state offi-
cials had not yet inspected all 
of those changes and some dis-

pensaries were unable to open 
for recreational sales on Jan. 1.

And then there were issues 
of supply. 

Under the new law, Althoff 
said, medical dispensaries — 
which were the first to receive 
licenses for recreational sales 
— are required to keep a 30-
day supply of marijuana prod-
ucts for their medical cus-
tomers, leaving only a limited 
amount of inventory available 
for recreational customers.

She said supply shortages 
are expected to continue un-
til April or May, when culti-
vation centers that have been 
licensed to grow recreational 
marijuana harvest their first 
crop.

Meanwhile, state officials 
remain busy implementing 
other parts of the bill. 

On Tuesday, Dec. 31, Pritz-
ker issued 11,017 pardons 
that will lead to the expunge-
ment of records for people 
with low-level marijuana con-
victions. Eventually, Pritzker’s 
office said, more than 700,000 
criminal records will be ex-
punged under the new law.

Thursday, Jan. 2, marked 
the deadline for people to 
submit applications for the 

Special to the Prairie Press

Despite a few shortages and software malfunctions, the Cannabis Business Association of Illinois 
reported over 77,000 transactions at dispensaries across the state.

Dispensaries report smooth rollout

next wave of dispensary li-
censes. As many as 75 new 
licenses will be issued May 1, 
with priority being given to 
social equity applicants – peo-
ple with previous marijuana 
convictions, their families and 
people from areas of the state 
with high crime or child pov-
erty rates.

A share of the revenue the 
state receives from recre-
ational marijuana sales is ear-
marked for the new Restore, 
Reinvest and Renew Program 
to fund community projects 
in neighborhoods that, in 
Hutchinson’s words, “have 
been hardest hit by the war on 
drugs.”

Other revenue is earmarked 
for a Cannabis Business De-
velopment Fund that will pro-
vide grants and low-interest 
loans to social equity appli-
cants.

Despite minor 
glitches, first-day 
sales of legalized pot 
top $3.1 million

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

PESOTUM – Illinois State 
Police (ISP) District 10 reports 
the arrest of Jeffrey P. Heard, 
38, Pipestone, Minn., for pos-
session of a firearm on state 
supported property, posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
and possession of 94 grams of 
cannabis.

At approximately 1:18 p.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 2, a red Chev-
rolet truck driven by Heard 
pulled into the restricted park-

ing area behind District 10 
Headquarters and was con-
fronted by a District 10 Troop-
er. While talking to Heard, 
the trooper saw a handgun on 
Heard’s person. 

Police say Heard refused to 
provide identification, became 
irate and started speaking in a 
nonsensical manner. He was 
forcibly removed from the ve-
hicle and arrested on the above 
listed charges. 

The truck was inventoried 
and police found three hand-

guns, a rifle, multiple maga-
zines and approximately 2,400 
rounds of ammunition. Heard 
does possess a valid Minnesota 
conceal carry permit.

According to the ISP state-
ment, police do not believe the 
Pesotum post was a target or 
that Heard intended harm to 
officers. 

The investigation remains 
open and police emphasized 
all subjects arrested are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in court. 

Armed driver arrested at state police post

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper
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Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944

We also have....
Lottery, Video Gaming, Groceries and Great Wine  Selection

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

Owner Occupied Tax Exemption
ELIGIBILITY

*  NOTE TO SENIOR CITIZENS - if you are 65 years old and 
you have filed the Homestead Exemption with the Supervisor 
of Assessment’s Office, you will automatically get the Owner 
Occupied Tax Exemption.  You do not need to mail this form.

1. Do you own and/or buying the dwelling in which you reside?
(a.)   If you own more than one dwelling - this will apply            
only to the one which you reside.
(b.)   If you are buying on contract, you will need to complete 
an Application for General Homestead exemption for 
Dwellings contract for deed from our office, copy of the 
contract or memorandum for contract, that states the seller, buyer, 
and legal description, to the Supervisor of  Assessment’s Office at 
111 N. Central, Paris in order for the exemption to apply.
2. Did you live in the dwelling on or before 01 January 2020?

If you able to answer yes to the above questions, you should 
complete the form below.

(PLEASE PRINT)

I, ______________________________, have ownership in 

the dwelling that I reside located ___________________, 

_______________________, ______________________.

I hereby apply for the exemption granted under section 
19.23-1A of Section 103 of the “Revenue Act of 1939” of 
the Illinois State Statutes.  This property is identified by 
the 12 digit property number on my tax bill which is:

___ ___-___ ___-___ ___-___ ___ ___-___ ___ ___

Written Signature ________________________________
Address________________________________________
Date___________________________________________

PARIS TOWNSHIP resident mail by FEBRUARY 1, 2020 to: 
Lugene Crippes Joines Paris Township Assessor

204 Ten Broeck Street, Paris, IL 61944
* If you do not live in Paris Township - send this to the Township
Assessor in the Township in which you reside in order to get this 

exemption.

(Name)

(Street/Road)

(City) (Township)

----- CUT FORM ON BLACK BORDER -----

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the Dec. 
23 criminal and traffic call in 
Edgar County Circuit Court 
included:  

IN CUSTODY
nAngela D. Eslinger, 37, 

Vermilion, appeared in cus-
tody. Her unresolved petition 
to revoke her conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class A 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery conviction and the un-
resolved charges of a Class A 
misdemeanor criminal damage 
to property, a Class A misde-
meanor resisting a police offi-
cer and two counts of a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct were continued for a pre-
trial conference. Her motion 
for a personal recognizance 
bond was denied. Eslinger was 

remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nSean A. Kachmar, 27, 

Paris appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. A new sentencing 
hearing was scheduled for his 
Class 4 felony possession of a 
controlled substance convic-
tion. His unresolved Class 4 
felony aggravated driving on a 
suspended license and a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license charges 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. He was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.

GUILTY PLEAS
nZyiha S.T. Petty, 22, Dan-

ville, was charged and pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misdemean-
or driving on a suspended 
license. Petty was sentenced 
to one year of conditional dis-

charge, a $400 fine, court costs 
and various state fees.
nJeanna M. Ramey, 38, 

Paris, admitted a petition to re-
voke her conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a suspend-
ed license conviction. She was 
resentenced to 30 days in jail 
with good conduct credit to ap-
ply and the time was stayed for 
the court’s discretion, one year 
of conditional discharge, 100 
hours of community service 
work and an order to pay all 
previous financial obligations. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nRandy J. Bramlett, 52, 

Paris, denied a petition to re-
voke his conditional discharge 
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor domestic battery con-
viction. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nScott A. Leverenz, 44, 

Clinton, Ind., learned his fail-
ure to appear warrant was 
quashed on the court’s order. 
His Class 2 felony possession 
of a stolen property conviction 
was continued for a jail status 
review hearing.
nEric R. Thomas, 43, Paris, 

failed to appear, and the court 
imposed a 90-day jail sentence 
with good conduct credit to 
apply attached to his Class A 
misdemeanor theft conviction. 
The sentence was stayed until 
Dec. 31. 

WARRANTS
nWarrants were prepared 

and issued when the following 
individuals failed to answer the 
court call: Angelina D. Cianfa-
glione, 36, Paris; John Cody 
Hollingsworth, 27, Paris and 
Colly W. Thomas, 39, Paris.

Cases appearing in Edgar County Circuit Court

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The following marriage 
licenses were issued in De-
cember by the Edgar County 
Clerk and Recorder’s office: 
Dylan James Shanks and Jor-
dan McKayla Smith, both of 
Ankeny, Iowa; George Earl 
Wilson and Vicky Renee 
Jewell, both of Paris; Rob-
ert Nathaniel David Smith 
and Brooklyn RayAnn Ward, 
both of Paris; Lindsey Ann 
Woodard and Selena Marie 

December marriage licenses
Hall, both of Kansas; Chris-
tian Lee Steele and Megan 
Rayann Boyll, both of Paris; 
Anthony Michael Spradling 
and Brittany Nicole Allen, 
both of Brocton; Ivan Ray 
Inman and Donna Kimberly 
Entrican, both of Paris; Timo-
thy Ryan Hansel and Shonna 
Kamille Davis, both of Paris; 
Clinton Gregory Seaman and 
Whitney Lynn Tharp, both of 
Perrysville, Ind.; and Mark Al-
len Camp and Meagan Marie 
Lewsader, both of Paris.  

CHICAGO (AP) — Re-
tailers legally selling marijuana 
for the past month in Michigan 
say they have drawn customers 
from surrounding Midwestern 
states where the drug remains 
illegal and, as Illinois prepared 
to joins the recreational market 
on Wednesday, officials are re-
newing warnings to consumers 
against carrying such products 
over state lines. 

The dynamic is familiar for 
states on the West and East 
coasts where the sale and use of 
marijuana has been broadly al-
lowed since Colorado's market 
opened in 2014, despite a feder-
al ban that created a patchwork 
of legal and cultural snares. 
Nebraska and Oklahoma went 
so far as to file an unsuccessful 
lawsuit against Colorado, argu-
ing that its marijuana law would 
have ill effects for surrounding 
states. 

In the years since, the indus-
try has wrestled with questions 
over companies' obligation to 
pay federal income taxes or 
follow laws on employee safety. 
Other thorny issues confront-
ed state regulators, who were 
forced to determine suitable 
pesticides for growing cannabis 
plants, and which ingredients 
were safe to include in products 
meant to be eaten or burned. 
That terrain is usually reserved 
for federal agencies.

The tensest point, though, 
remains the illegal market that 
has survived in states with legal 
cannabis markets. Some of that 
product comes from outside 
the legal systems tracked close-
ly by states' regulators, while 
other states have struggled to 
keep diverted legal marijuana 
from bleeding into the illegal 

market at home or in far-flung 
states. 

Data also suggests that some 
customers will cross state lines 
in search of state-licensed mar-
ijuana retailers, despite warn-
ings that it's illegal to bring the 
product back home. 

The start of legal sales in 
Michigan on Dec. 1 and in Illi-
nois on Jan. 1 brings that same 
climate to the Midwest, where 
some neighboring states allow 
limited marijuana use for med-
ical purposes. But none other 
has moved to permit recre-
ational use. 

States often differ in the reg-
ulation of contentious issues, 
including guns, speed limits 
and the drinking age. But Sam 
Kamin, a professor of marijua-
na law and policy at the Univer-
sity of Denver, said interstate 
accusations about the effect of 
marijuana sales on legal states' 
neighbors are likely to linger 
unless federal law changes. 

"Supply and demand tells 
us it's going to be a constant 
thing," Kamin said. "Regula-
tions can only do so much and 
once product leaves a state, it 
ceases to be a regulatory prob-
lem and becomes a criminal 
one." 

Illinois is the 11th state to 
broadly allow marijuana's use 
and sale, shrinking early states' 
market advantage and ability 
to draw tourists. Industry ana-
lysts expect canna-tourism will 
remain popular in some places, 
such as Las Vegas, but that most 
companies trying to survive in 
an expensive, challenging in-
dustry must build a local cus-
tomer base. 

"Nonresident demand is not 
going to be the primary driver 

Legal marijuana sales may spark Midwest interstate tension 
of revenue in these Midwestern 
states," said John Kagia, chief 
knowledge officer at the indus-
try analytics firm New Frontier 
Data. "Local consumers will be 
that primary driver." 

Kagia said available data on 
nonresident buyers suggests 
the percentage of traveling 
shoppers varies dramatically 
between states. One Colorado 
study found that about 9 per-
cent of total cannabis product 
demand came from visitors to 
the state, while New Frontier 
Data estimates that the share of 
purchases by visitors in Nevada 
is about 25 percent.

In Michigan, where $4.7 mil-
lion of recreational marijuana 
was sold in the first three weeks 
of December, regulators do not 
know how much was bought 
by out-of-state customers. But 
shops say business has been 
brisk, particularly from neigh-
boring Ohio and Indiana and 
nearby Illinois.

"There's been people from 
all over," said Bart Kupczyk, 
co-owner and director of retail 
at Ann Arbor-based Green-
stone Provisions, one of 23 
Michigan retailers licensed for 
adult-use recreational sales. 
"Ann Arbor is close to Ohio. 
It's a destination city in its own 
right as a fairly well-known col-
lege town."

Some 45 miles (70 kilome-
ters) to the south in Morenci, 
a town of 2,100 people along 
the Ohio border, a dispensary 
has reported that a majority of 
its customers hail from Ohio, 
where only medical marijua-
na is legal. Another retailer in 
Morenci secured its state li-
cense last week.

"It is important for residents 
of Ohio and non-residents trav-
eling through the state to un-
derstand possession of marijua-
na remains a criminal violation 
in Ohio, even if it is purchased 
legally in another state which 
permits recreational use," said 
Staff Lt. Craig Cvetan, pub-

lic affairs commander for the 
Ohio State Highway Patrol.

Illinois marijuana companies 
said they have trained employ-
ees to remind non-residents 
that their products cannot 
legally be transported across 
state lines and can only be con-
sumed in private residences 
or hotels that permit it. Cities 
can decide to allow marijuana 
consumption at tobacco shops 
or dispensaries, but none will 
have rules in place by January, 
said Pamela Althoff, executive 
director of the Cannabis Busi-
ness Association of Illinois. 

"If you want to enter into 
Illinois and participate in con-
suming cannabis, you need to 
be responsible and you need 
to know the law," she said. "Just 
like alcohol, this should not be 
something you plan to con-
sume and then get back in the 
car." 

Nonresidents can purchase 
less marijuana than Illinois 
residents under the state's 
new law, and law enforcement 
in surrounding states have 
announced plans to strictly 
enforce their standing restric-
tion on marijuana. Michigan's 
single-transaction limit is the 
same for residents and nonres-
idents.

At Green Thumb Industries' 
five "Rise" dispensaries licensed 
to sell recreational products in 
Illinois, employees have been 
trained to remind nonresidents 
customers that they can't bring 
marijuana products home and 
to warn them not to drive after 
consuming, said Dina Rollman, 
the company's senior vice pres-
ident of government and regu-
latory affairs. 

"We're most focused on 
serving the people of Illinois, 
but we recognize that we're 
surrounded by states that have 
not legalized cannabis for rec-
reational use," Rollman said. 
"Our focus is just on education 
for those consumers, so that we 
can be compliant." 

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Saturday, Jan. 11th



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 2020  |  5AOBITUARIES

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street         • Paris, IL 61944         • (217) 465-6311
Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

600 E. Court St.
Paris, IL 

217-465-4775

Receive up-to-date obituary notices and service times 
by signing up for our email notices.

Peter Templeton Scott Barrett

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

STAY CONNECTED!

Subscribe FREE OF CHARGE at

723 E. Crawford St.  Paris, IL

 (217) 463-500 (217) 463-500

ALIGNMENTS • AUTO GLASS   
• MECHANICAL REPAIR

Monday-Friday  7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays  8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Precision Tires Plus is 
NOW OFFERING 

Diesel repairs.
We offer 30 year experience on diesels.

See us for all your 
Tire & Auto needs

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work
We have Cremation Mausoleums

CHARLES HOLYCROSS
SAN ANTONIO, Texas 

– Charles E. Holycross, 80, 
of San Antonio, Texas, and 

formerly of 
Danville and 
Paris, passed 
away Dec. 
24, 2019, at 
San Antonio. 
He worked 
at Bohn Alu-
minum, Mid-

west Body, Southern Steel, 
Majestic Fireplace and Armor 
Safe Technologies. 

A celebration of his life was 
held for family and friends 
Dec. 27, 2019, in San Anto-

nio.
Mr. Holycross was born 

Sept. 17, 1939, the son of 
Charles E. Holycross and Eva 
Marie Potter Holycross. He 
first married Mary Oreskov-
ich, and they divorced. He lat-
er married Bobbi Edwards in 
1984, and she preceded him 
in death in 2017.

He is survived by three 
sons, Greg (Roberta) Holy-
cross of Paris, Dan (Karen) 
Holycross of Inman, S.C., 
and David Holycross of Yuba 
City, Calif.; three stepchil-
dren, Mike Sherry Hesler of 
Crawfordsville, Ind., Tami 
Hesler and Kelly Cooper of 

San Antonio; a sister, Patty Jo 
( Jim) Ingram of Winder, Ga.; 
11 grandchildren; and eight 
great grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his stepfather, 
James E. Davis; and daughter-
in-law, Mary Ann. 

Mr. Holycross earned his 
Masters of Business Adminis-
tration at the University of Il-
linois. He coached youth ath-
letics and was a great mentor 
and an avid sports enthusiast. 
He was a member of Mission 
City Church at San Antonio 
where he met good friends 
and encouragers Fred and 
JoAnn Currie.

JOHN WRIGHT
COVINGTON, Ind. – John 

Henson Wright, 56, of Cov-
ington, Ind., and born at Paris, 

passed away 
Sunday, Dec. 
29, 2019, sur-
rounded by 
loved ones. 

A crema-
tion memo-
rial service is 
1:30 p.m. Jan. 
12 at the Vet-
erans Chapel, 
Building 49, 
VA Illiana 

Health Care System, Danville, 
with family friend Nick Ford 
officiating. Visitation is from 
10 a.m. until 1 p.m. at the 
chapel. Cremation services 
provided by Illiana Cremation 
Society.

Memoial contributions may 
be made to help cover medical 
expenses at https://www.go-
fundme.com/f/john-h-wright-
memorial-fund 

JACKIE RANKIN
MARTINSVILLE – Jackie 

Ray Rankin, 63, of Martinsville, 
passed away Tuesday, Dec. 31, 

2019, at his 
home follow-
ing an extend-
ed illness.

No services 
are planned 
at this time. 
Pearce Fu-
neral Home 
of Marshall is 
in charge of 
the arrange-
ments.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

DALE MURPHY
MARSHALL – Dale Huey 

Murphy, 82, of Marshall, 
passed away Dec. 29, 2019, at 

his home. 
A service 

honoring his 
life was 10 
a.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 2, at 
Pearce Fu-
neral Home. 
Burial in Au-
burn Cem-
etery was 
accompanied 
by military 

graveside rites. Visitation was 
from 4 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 1, at the funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Clark Coun-
ty Fair Association or to the 
Marshall Community Pool 
Fund. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

IRMA HAMMOND 
WESTFIELD – Irma Jean 

Hammond, 87, of Marshall, 
and formerly of Westfield, 

passed away 
at 3:24 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 
28, 2019, at 
St. Vincent 
Hospital, In-
d ianap ol i s , 
Ind.

A funeral 
service was 11 a.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 2, at Westfield United 

Methodist Church, with the 
Rev. Bret Hammond officiat-
ing. Burial followed in Bean 
Cemetery, rural Martinsville. 
Visitation was from 9 a.m. until 
the service time at the church. 
Markwell Funeral Home was in 
charge of the arrangements  

Memorial donations may be 
made to Casey Senior Social 
Center or Westfield United 
Methodist Church.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.mark-
wellfuneralhome.com.

KRISTOPHER GALE
MATTOON – Kristopher 

Warren Gale, 39, of Mattoon, 
passed away Friday, Dec. 27, 

2019, at Sar-
ah Bush Lin-
coln Health 
Center.

A memo-
rial service 
is 1:30 p.m. 
today, Jan. 
4, at Home 

Church, 2350 Madison, 
Charleston, with Gary Ste-
phen officiating. Those at-
tending should use the west 
door to the sanctuary.  Harp-
er-Swickard Funeral Home is 
in charge of the arrangements.

More information and on-
line condolences at hsckfh.
com.

HENRY DEMING
MARSHALL – Henry 

T. Deming, 83, of Marshall, 
passed away at 5:51 p.m. Mon-

day, Dec. 23, 
2019, in the 
Gibson Fam-
ily Center 
For Hospice 

Care, Terre Haute, Ind. 
A memorial service is 2 p.m. 

today, Jan. 4, at Pearce Funer-
al Home, with Pastor Robert 
Sabo officiating. The family 
will receive friends after 11 a.m. 
until the service time today at 
the funeral home. 

LARRY CUTRIGHT 
CASEY – Larry Gene 

Cutright, 85, of Casey, and 
formerly of Greenup, passed 

away at 7:52 
a.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 1, 
2020.  

 A grave-
side service 
is 1 p.m. to-
day, Jan. 4, at 
Nebo Cem-
etery, rural 
Cumberland 
County, with 
the Revs. 

Randy Black and Art Orndorff 
officiating. Military graveside 
rites by Casey Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and the Mar-
tinsville American Legion will 
accompany burial. Family and 
friends will gather at Markwell 
Funeral Home at 12:30 p.m. 
today for the procession to the 
cemetery.   

Memorial donations may 
be made to Macedonia Bap-
tist Church or a charity of the 
donor’s choice.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

CUTRIGHT MURPHY

RANKIN

WRIGHT

HAMMOND

GALE

HOLYCROSS

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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As we move into the new 
year, it may be time for a new 
and improved person – or at 
least some new resolutions for 
2020.

Of course, New Year's reso-
lutions take commitment and 
resolve, but they also require 
organization and planning. 
People wanting to create a new 
habit will have much better suc-
cess by organizing all aspects of 
personal life, such as work and 
family time, and not just new 
resolutions.  

That's where smartphones 
can play a role. They have nu-
merous ways to help keep track 
of our needs and goals. Here are 
tips on how a smartphone can 
help one better organize life, 
track progress and help achieve 
those New Year's resolutions.

ORGANIZE THE CALENDAR
Many of us already have 

packed home or work sched-
ules, which can make it hard 
to introduce a new habit like 
going to the gym, learning a 
skill or picking up a new hobby. 
Using a calendar on the smart-
phone or computer can help 
manage work and personal life 
so one can find time to set aside 
for new things.

Apple and Google calendars 
can help remind one of to-dos, 
appointments and meetings. If 
the work calendar is on a differ-
ent email service such as Out-
look, it can be integrated with 
an Apple or Google calendar as 
well. These calendars also make 
it possible to share events with 
friends, family and co-workers.

One great feature from Goo-
gle Calendar is Goals, which 
will automatically schedule 

time for the new resolution, 
whether it's exercise routines or 
hobbies, based on where it will 
fit best in the schedule. It may 
not always be the best time, but 
it can help one stay on track and 
keep the goals top of mind.

USE A REMINDERS APP
Using a reminders app is a 

great way to clear headspace, 
by scheduling both one-off and 
re-occurring reminders, and 
both time- and location-based 
reminders. For example, set a 
6 p.m. reminder for workout, 
or create a call Mom reminder. 
Apple iPhone users can also ask 
Siri to create personal remind-
ers.

USE A NOTE-TAKING APP
Tracking progress against 

goals can help one see the re-
sults of the work while pro-

New resolutions: organizing with calendars and reminders
viding a motivational boost to 
keep at it. Apple’s Notes app is 
pre-installed on iPhones and 
automatically syncs across all of 
a person’s Apple devices so it is 
possible to create to-do lists and  
write journals. 

PERUSE APP STORES
Unless the resolution is 

really specific, there’s a good 
chance the Apple App Store or 
Google Play Store will have an 
app that can help one achieve 
new goals. Want to run more? 
Check out Nike Run Club. 
Want to learn how to play the 
guitar? Try Yousician. Want to 
budget better? Look at Mint.

JOHN SULLIVAN
John William Sullivan, 91, 

passed away Jan. 2, 2020, with 
his loving wife, Patricia Ann 

Z u r a w s k i 
Sullivan, by 
his side. He 
retired as a 
math and sci-
ence teach-
er at Shiloh 
High School 
in 1988.

S e r v i c e s 
are pending 
at Stewart 
and Carroll 

Funeral Home. 
Mr. Sullivan, the eldest son 

of the late John Bernard Sulli-
van and Grace McKeever Sul-
livan, was born Feb. 11, 1928, 
and raised on a farm outside 
of Brocton. He married Patri-
cia Zurawski May 28, 1955.

In addition to his wife, he 
is survived by six children, 
Terence Sullivan of Kansas, 
William Sullivan of Brocton, 
Margaret Sullivan (Mark) 
Juscius of Swansea, Debra 
Sullivan of Overland Park, 
Kan., Mary Grace Sullivan 
of Alhambra and Elizabeth 
Sullivan (Michael Apgar) of 
Southaven, Miss.; son-in-law, 
Jim Hennegan; daughter-in- 
law, Lori Skinner Sullivan; 
nine grandchildren; eight 
great-grandchildren; and 
many wonderful nieces and 
nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his daughter, Kathryn Ma-
rie Sullivan Hennegan; his 
son, Thomas Gerard Sullivan; 
his sister, Mary Jane Rhodes; 
and his brother, James Sulli-
van.  

As a young man, he attend-
ed the Golden Rule school-
house and boarding school of 
Marmion Military Academy 
in Aurora, before joining the 

U.S. Army.  His first military 
appointment was attending 
Clemson University then 
serving in the Philippines as a 
cartographer. 

Mr. Sullivan taught at 
New Baden, Redmon Grade 
School and Brocton High 
School before Shiloh was 
built. He was a life-long 
farmer and loved all animals.  
Newborn animals in the 
spring brought a thrill to him 
each and every year.

He was a life-long member 
of St. Thomas Aquinas Cath-
olic Church in Brocton until 
the church closed in 1995 
and was a member of St. Mi-
chael’s Catholic Church in 
Hume.

Mr. Sullivan was a humble 
and loving husband and fa-
ther. No place on Earth made 
him happier than being on his 
farm. He always had a song in 
his heart, a poem in his pocket 
and a riddle or joke for every 
occasion. He loved to write 
letters to his children filled 
with so much imagery and 
humor — and magnificently 
bad spelling — that they are 
worthy of publication. 

His idea of a perfect fami-
ly trip involved walking the 
state fairgrounds or going to 
a horse auction. He loved his 
horses, adored baby goats and 
he raised the same family of 
sheep for more than 80 years 
before going into semi-re-
tirement from farming. After 
retirement he remained ac-
tive and still ran, rather than 
walked, everywhere he went.

 Memorials may be made to 
LuMind IDSC Foundation, 
the International Down Syn-
drome Foundation, http://
lumindidsc.org/donation.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com

SULLIVAN

Memorial donations may be 
made to Rescue Me Clifford, 
Eastern Illinois Food Bank or 
to the Marshall Booster Club.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservice.com.



Editor, The Prairie Press:
As this New Year begins, let us 

practice what we preach and for-
give those who oppose us on both 
sides of the political echo chamber 
and make a way forward from out 
bitter polarization as a country.

If we appeal only to common 
social prejudices, it only exploits 
emotions like anger and contempt 
as witnessed by the recent rising 
attacks on the Jewish community 
in New Jersey. In the wake of such 
turmoil, it discredits and perceives 
others as enemies, of us vs. them.

If we ever want to solve the 
problem of addressing differenc-
es, we must rule out contempt 
toward those not of our persua-
sion, whether political or religious. 
And when clues are sent to us and 
our children on how and what 
you can get away with in today’s 
world, this next generation will 
need a good old-fashioned primer 
on how to be a good and decent 
citizen again.

Anita L. Griffith
Vermilion

The market is not fixed
Editor, The Prairie Press:
To those who repeat the time-

worn phrase, “the stock market 

and employment are up,” my 
progressive friends and I answer, 
the 2008 crash still hasn’t been 
fixed, and the wages for these jobs 
are no way near enough to pay for 
rising housing and medical costs, 
plus the myriad of bills that life 
throws at us. 

That’s why people are doubling 
up, it takes two incomes now in 
Trump’s fantastic economy. So if 
you want to spin with the best, fo-
cus your efforts on the truth, not 
the Trump-Kellyanne Conway 
rendition of it. 

Rick Griffith
Vermilion

Calling a spade a spade
Editor, The Prairie Press:
At this point in time, I find that, 

as brave as a lion, I must take the 
bull by horns and answer the let-
ter written two weeks ago by Mr. 
Bennett in which he made fun of 
President Trump’s continued use 
of the phrase witch hunt, arguing 
the president has such a limited 
vocabulary that he can’t come up 
with anything other than such 
an over-used phrase. I don’t want 
to let the cat out of the bag, but 
the president is actually a very 
intelligent man. You don’t make 

billions of dollars and build hotel 
resorts around the world if you 
aren’t smart.

Mr. Bennett shouldn’t get his 
knickers in a twist. Like most 
Democrats, he has forgotten that 
time heals all wounds, and that he 
will eventually get over the loss of 
the presidency to such a diamond 
in the rough as Donald Trump 
and actually enjoy the extra mon-
ey in his paycheck. 

But, all’s well that ends well, 
and President Trump has nerves 
of steel. When Democrats have 
given him lemons (the Mueller 
investigation, emoluments, the 
Ukraine farce) he has made 
lemonade. He has raised millions 
of dollars since the House inquiry, 
his approval rating has gone up 
rather than down and the percent-
age of Americans who want him 
impeached is well under water.

Democrats believe that all is 
fair in love and war, but the hand-
writing is on the wall. Americans 
also believe this is a witch hunt or 
a hoax, an inquisition, persecu-
tion or whatever word Mr. Ben-
nett thinks the president should 
use. As a former English teacher 
with advanced degrees, I do 
have a Thesaurus and I would be 
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take a 
look at 
life 100 
years ago

New fees, taxes will hit us all in the wallet; hopefully penalties bring safety
The next time someone think law-

makers should do something to make 
things better for the public, consider 
this: More than 250 new laws will take 
effect in Illinois on Jan. 1 and many of 
them are hitting us in the pocketbook.

It seems the General Assembly and 
governor used a simple principle to 
determine how to raise revenue: if it 
moves, tax it. We’re surprised bicycles 
were exempt. Of course, we don’t 
want to give lawmakers any ideas.

The reason for most of the new 
taxes, fees and fines is to help fund a 
sorely needed, multiyear $45-million 
capital infrastructure plan. Some of 
the increases are more bone-jarring 
than the average pothole.

Here are a few of the new taxes we 
thought would be of special interest to 
readers.

Vehicle registration: Registra-
tion fees for passenger vehicles will 
increase to $151 from $101, while 
electric vehicle registration fees will 
increase to $251 annually from $34 
every other year. These are hefty 
increases and we wonder whether 
the electric vehicle fee, in particular, 
will discourage some Illinoisans from 
being more environmentally friend-
ly. Their vehicles are on wheels, of 
course, so they might want pack them 
up and move to a different state to do 
their driving.

Trailer fees: The licensing fee for 
a trailer weighing less than 3,000 
pounds will increase to $118 from 
$18, with every weight class above 
that also seeing a $100 increase. This 

looks like a mistake that needs to be 
corrected. A $100 increase to pull the 
boat is outrageous, especially because 
fees for the vehicles that pull those 
boats also increased by quite a bit.

Trade-in tax: The state currently 
does not collect sales tax on a car’s 
trade-in value. That changed Jan. 1 
when the state began taxing any trade-
in value more than $10,000. State Rep. 
Andrew Chesney, R-Freeport, was a 
co-sponsor on a bill that would have 
stopped that extra taxing. The mea-
sure was sent to the rules committee 
where legislation often goes to die.

This increase, which is expected to 
raise $60 million, will go toward ver-
tical infrastructure such as new state 
buildings and renovations.

Stop for the bus: The stop sign 
that school bus drivers extend when 
they’re making their rounds is not a 
suggestion. Stop means stop. How-
ever, far too often motorists ignore 
the bus stop sign and put the lives of 
children at risk.

Maybe those motorists will think 
twice now that the fines have doubled. 
The fine for passing a school bus with 
its stop sign extended goes to $300 
from $150 for a first offense. Fines 
for second and later offenses also are 
doubling, to $1,000 from $500. This is 
an increase we agree with 100 percent.

Slow down, move over: Drivers 

who do not slow down or move over 
for parked emergency response vehi-
cles will be hit in the pocketbook a lot 
harder and could face jail time.

The Move Over Law, or “Scott’s 
Law,” which is named for Chicago 
Fire Lt. Scott Gillen, who was killed 
in 2000, was meant to protect people 
and save lives. The law took effect in 
2002.

However, too many people have 
been injured and lost their lives. This 
year, in particular, has been deadly.

There have been 27 Illinois State 
Police troopers who have been hit this 
year while attending to traffic inci-
dents — and three have died, includ-
ing Trooper Brooke Jones-Story, 34, 
who was killed March 28 after she was 
struck by a semitrailer while inspect-
ing a vehicle on the side of the road 
near Freeport.

Jones-Story’s death was the impetus 
for tougher penalties. State Rep. John 
M. Cabello, R-Machesney Park, was 
chief co-sponsor of the legislation, 
which Gov. JB Pritzker signed in 
Rockford.

The fine for a first violation of the 
law is going up to $250 from $100. 
Subsequent violations now carry a 
minimum fine of $750. Violators also 
will be charged an additional $250 fee 
to fund education and enforcement of 
the law. A violation becomes a Class 2 
felony if it leads to the injury or death 
of a first responder.

We hope the increase penalties 
make a difference for trooper safety. 
We don’t want to see a repeat of 2019.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

New year will bring taxing times

Plenty of 
jockeying 
in race to 
replace 
Cullerton

Grace and decency key to political repairs
YOUR VIEW
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include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
limit it to 500 words. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the 
topic (preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments. 
We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns. 
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101 N. Central Ave.
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QUESTIONS? Call 217-921-3216

See LETTERS, Page 7A

Sen. Steve Landek 
(D-Bridgeview) and other 
Senate Democrats have 

been 
meeting 
since the 
2018 
session 
as part of 
a loosely 
affiliated 
group that 
calls itself 
the X Cau-
cus. They 
apparently 

didn't know what to call 
themselves, so "X" filled in 
the blank.

The X Caucus is 
comprised of some of the 
more conservative Senate 
Democrats. Some are not 
100 percent pro choice, 
some are hesitant or even 
unwilling to vote for tax 
increases, most think the 
party has veered a bit too 
far to the left.

It's possible the group 
could have enough votes 
to team up with a current 
Senate president candidate 
and elect the successor 
to retiring Senate Presi-
dent John Cullerton, or 
prevent an election until 
their demands are met. 
There are a whole lot of 
officially undecided Senate 
Democrats still out there, 
even though the three top 
candidates, Sens. Kimberly 
Lightford, Don Harmon 
and Elgie Sims, have been 
working members.

But there's also a long 
time to go until Senators 
vote to elect their new 
President near the end of 
January, so that loosely 

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL FAX 
OF COLUMN

See MILLER, Page 7A

It's can be useful and instructive to ob-
serve the turning of a decade by looking back 
on what life was like in America a mere 100 

years ago.
On Jan. 2, 1920, the Dow 

Jones Industrial Average 
was 108.76. Today it is over 
28,000 points.

In 1920, the U.S. had 
become an economic 
power, which is remarkable 
considering the bloody war 
to end all wars that ended 
just two years earlier. Re-
publican presidents shifted 
their attention from foreign 

entanglements to economic growth (sound 
familiar?).

The beginning of the Roaring 20s featured 
new rights for women, including the right 
to vote, daring flapper outfits and cigarette 
smoking. It also included Prohibition, which 
lead to the rise of Al Capone and the Mafia. 
People should have been convinced that 
attempts to regulate human behavior by 
government fiat only works if the public is 
willing to obey the law, which in the case of 
liquor it clearly was not.

The one thing that hasn't changed in the 
last 100 years — and for that matter since 
the first humans walked the Earth — is 
human nature. One can change styles of 
clothing and hair, change modes of transpor-
tation, even change politicians, but human 
nature never changes. Greed, lust and the 
quest for power are embedded in each of us 
in every generation.

The impact of the Industrial Revolution 
found more people living in big cities than 
on farms for the first time beginning in 
1920. That year also launched what we 
today call the consumer society. America's 
total wealth more than doubled between 
1920 and 1929.

As the website history.com notes: People 
from coast to coast bought the same goods 
(thanks to nationwide advertising and the 
spread of chain stores), listened to the same 
music, did the same dances and even used 
the same slang. Many Americans were un-
comfortable with this urban, sometimes racy 
mass culture, and for many people in the 
U.S., the 1920s brought more conflict than 
celebration.

Isn't it the same today? Have we learned 
nothing? The tension between people with 
opposing political and social views and 
religious beliefs has increased these last 100 
years because of contemporary social media 
and the 24/7 news cycle in which revolution 
sells better than resolution.

Cars, washing machines, new forms of 
birth control and other creations gave espe-
cially women new freedoms. Radio united 
the nation and phonograph records, which 
sold 100 million in 1927 alone, created a 
common culture, even if some older people 
didn't like the modern music.

As with Frank Sinatra and Elvis Presley in 
the 1940s and 50s, some older folks in the 
1920s rejected the dance hall lifestyle and 
what they saw as the vulgarity and depravity 
of jazz music and the moral erosion they 
claimed it caused. But for the younger gener-
ation, it was a new world in which the future 
looked bright.

What will America be like in 2120? In 
1920 no one could have foreseen a Great 
Depression, or a second World War, much 
less the prosperity and cultural changes 
that would come or the threat of nuclear 
annihilation.

The saying that the more things change, 
the more they remain the same has never 
seemed more accurate and providential.

Happy new decade!
(Cal Thomas is one of America's most widely 

syndicated op-ed columnists, and his column is 
now syndicated by Tribune Media Services in 
Chicago.) 

CAL
THOMAS
RIGHT 
THINKING
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Choices Pregnancy and 

Health is grateful to 
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provide 16  new windows.
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Defendent Justin Hefner 

asks for continuance to 

discuss matters with his 

public defender. 
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Obamacare signup season 

is here amid dense debate 

around healthcare, here 

is what Americans should 

know about registering. 
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The USS Arizona is one 
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symbols of Pearl 

Harbor, and today only 

a few survivors remain.
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BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The City 

of Chrisman now has a public 

works supervisor position.

Council members dis-

cussed creating the new po-

sition during an executive 

session at the regular city 

meeting Monday, Dec. 3. 

“I think it is time we hire a 

supervisor. I’m distressed by 

the amount of work I think is 

not getting done,” Commis-

sioner Bryan Haddix said be-

fore the vote to go into execu-

tive session.

Under the mayoral/com-

mission form of city gov-

ernment, each of the elected 

officials is responsible for 

overseeing a department of 

local government, but the 

council members also have 

fulltime jobs and are not al-

ways available to manage daily 

operations of city employ-

ees. Haddix is responsible for 

Chrisman’s sewage treatment 

plant, Rodney Wolfe is the 

water commissioner, Thad 

Crispin is the streets and alley 

commissioner, Tyler Alex-

ander is the finance commis-

sioner and Mayor Dan Owen 

oversees public safety.

Thad Arrasmith was hired 

as the city’s first public works 

supervisor for a 90-day pro-

bationary period at $21 per 

hour. A condition of employ-

ment is he must work toward 

obtaining a Class 3 sewer op-

erator license and following 

that obtain a water operator 

license. 
“It is all public works,” said 

Crispin. “We are looking for 

somebody to oversee the wa-

ter, sewer and street depart-

ments.”

Arrasmith starts in the new 

position Monday, Dec. 9. As 

part of the restructuring, the 

council also set the official 

workday for city employees as 

7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In another matter, Haddix 

reported meeting with li-

censed trapper Rick Tweedy, 

who the city hired to capture 

skunks. At least six skunks 

have been caught in the latest 

round of trapping.

“He told me Chrisman 

has the worst infestation of 

skunks of any community he 

has seen,” said Haddix.

Wolfe advocated taking a 

different approach to the ver-

min problem. He noted this 

is the second or third time 

the city has hired Tweedy but 

that, Wolfe said, is only a stop-

gap and does not address the 

real problem.
A single, dilapidated and 

empty house is apparently the 

denning site for the skunks. 

“We need to take the prop-

erty owner to court and get 

the house demolished,” said 

Wolfe.
Who owns the property is 

Chrisman creates new job

City creates public works supervisor position, hires on Arrasmith to address backlog

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

It is getting down to crunch time 

for the Community Nurse Christ-

mas Basket program and chairman 

Scott Barrett has concerns.

“This year seems to be different 

than every other year,” said Bar-

rett. “Our money donations are 

down about 50 percent from the 

last eight years.”

Also down is the rate at which 

people are signing up to receive 

the free box of food that provides 

everything needed to prepare a 

Christmas meal. 

The Community Nurse Associ-

ation annually provides 350 such 

boxes, on a first-come-first-serve 

basis, to Edgar County families. 

Barrett said that list usually fills 

within three or four days, but there 

were still some openings on the 

list at the time of the Friday, Dec. 

6, interview.
He speculated a change in the 

signup procedure may be caus-

ing some confusion about how 

to request a basket. Any family in 

Edgar County in need of a Christ-

mas food basket must call the 

Paris Township office, 463-7215, 

between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. Mon-

day through Wednesday. Barrett 

emphasized the last day to ask for 

a food basket is Wednesday, Dec. 

11. No more calls will be accept-

ed after that and the Communi-

ty Nurse Association will move 

ahead with whatever number ex-

ists at that time.

“I have to have the numbers by 

the end of the week to get every-

thing purchased the next week 

that wasn’t donated” said Barrett.

He added the schools in Par-

is, organizations and businesses 

annually hold food drives to help 

supply the baskets but it is still 

necessary to buy some items that 

cannot be donated or where some 

areas may fall short.

The Community Nurse Christ-

mas Basket contains a ham, mac-

aroni and cheese, green beans, 

corn, carrots, cake mix and icing, 

potatoes, applesauce, stuffing, two 

loaves of bread, apples, oranges 

and a dozen eggs. 

Barrett explained the Christmas 

Christmas 
basket needs 

volunteers

See BASKETS, Page 8A

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS

swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

KANSAS – The Kansas 

village board members unan-

imously agreed to cash in a 

certificate of deposit in order 

to have operating money in 

the village’s general fund in 

order to purchase a new po-

lice squad vehicle and cover 

bills and payroll for the re-

mainder of the fiscal year. 

“If we cash out a CD it will 

boost the general fund,” said 

village president Ross Car-

rell, noting the village, like 

most Illinois small towns, 

is struggling with budget 

issues. The CD, located 

at Longview Bank, is for 

$33,327.87.
The board approved the 

purchase of a used squad ve-

hicle for the Kansas Police 

Department. Kansas Police 

Chief Jeff Goodwin negoti-

ated the purchase price of the 

2011 Ford Expedition with 

low mileage of 21,324 miles 

at a cost of $18,370. Title and 

plates will cost the village an 

additional $103, Goodwin 

told the board. 

Board members unani-

mously approved the pur-

chase because the village’s 

2006 auxiliary car has 

reached more than 154,000 

miles and is now costing the 

village a substantial amount 

of money in repairs. Good-

win estimates it is currently 

costing more than 65 cents 

per mile to maintain the ag-

ing automobile.

Goodwin reported the 

village’s police department is-

sued three citations, five writ-

ten warnings and 13 verbal 

warnings. Officers responded 

to two accidents and resolved 

four complaints along with 

assisting three motorists and 

assisting the sheriff ’s depart-

ment six times.

Paris Police Chief Eric 

Brown was present at the 

meeting to discuss the Shop 

With A Cop program. In its 

27th year, the countywide 

program is the largest in the 

state and will serve more than 

350 children in Edgar Coun-

ty this year, specifically help-

ing approximately 70 youth 

in Kansas. 
“We don’t turn any child 

away,” said Brown, noting 

this year’s shopping day be-

gins at 7 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 

14, at the Paris Wal-Mart 

with more than 65 volunteers 

to help participants purchase 

$125 worth of clothing.

The Kansas Board vot-

ed unanimously to donate 

$1,500 to the 2019 Shop 

With A Cop program, the 

same donation as last year.

The Board also voted to 

continue the village’s annu-

al holiday lighting contest. 

Winners with the best-dec-

orated property will receive 

cash prizes of $25 for third 

place, $50 for second place 

and $75 for the grand prize 

winning light display.

In annual business the 

board approved the property 

tax levy, which will increase 

a total of $25,851. Carrell 

read the increases, which 

were $12,000 in the general 

corporation revenue fund; 

$4,000 increase in the police 

protection; $3,809 in the 

general liability insurance 

fund; and $6,042 in the audi-

tor’s fund. 
“We bumped everything 

up a bit,” Carrell said.

In other business the board:

Approved the purchase 

of $60 for an ad to help spon-

sor the 2019 Kansas High 

School Holiday Basketball 

Tournament.
Approved the work to 

refurbish a flow meter for 

the village water department 

to not exceed approximately 

$500. The refurbished meter 

will come with a warranty 

said Jordan Richardson.

Kansas cashes CD, will buy used police vehicle

CRUMBLING BANK ON THE SQUARE DEMOLISHED

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A long time landmark on the Paris square has only a few hours left as workers from Bell & Bell Trucking prepare to 

demolish the old Citizens National Bank building Friday morning, Dec. 6. Structural problems made the building 

unusable and part of an exterior wall fell earlier this year into the alley between the former bank and Pearman 

Pharmacy. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

After working on this corner for a brief time and knocking 

back capstones, the heavy equipment operator got the 

first stone to fall from the facade of the former Citizens 

National Bank during demolition work Dec. 6.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A few hours into the project and the old bank building is 

showing significant damage from the demolition work. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

And the walls kept tumbling down all day Friday, Dec. 

6, as Bell & Bell Trucking demolished the old and 

unsafe Citizens National Bank on the Paris Square. 

The property is owned by the First Christian Church, 

which plans to develop it with additional facilities to 

complement the nearby church at the corner of Main 

and Washington.

VFW DONATES: Paris VFW writes checks for charity. 12B
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Grace Lutheran Church’s Christmas concert will showcase English carols, and the reception has English Christmas treats. GRACE, 5B

Casey’s and Circle K targeted within a day of each other, it is unclear if the incidents are related. NEWS, 3A

Brian Steele looks forward to continuing M&M Mower Repair’s record of great customer service as he takes over the shop from Mark Mattingly. 
COMMERCE, 7B

The restored childhood home of heroic war correspondent Ernie Pyle is now integrally linked to Edgar County 
HISTORY, 3B

Baked Christmas treats are a scrumptious and heartfelt way to wish someone a happy holiday. C’EST LA VIE, 1B

It’s been a tough week for the Paris Tigers as they fell to Teutopolis Tuesday and the Marshall Lions Friday, 73-37, both at PHS.SPORTS, 9A
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Undefeated state champs

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The Crestwood Lady Eagles seventh grade girls basketball team is all smiles after capping a perfect season — 25-0 — with the IESA Class 2A state champion-

ship played in front of a decidedly pro-Crestwood crowd Thursday, Dec. 12, at Paris High School. The Lady Eagles defeated Windchester 29-17 in the title game, 

never trailing en route to their second seventh grade basketball state title in the past three years. Team members with the state championship trophy and 

wearing their medals are, kneeling, from left, Kylee Kleptz, Mirayah Smith, Lottie Volstorf, Graci Watson, Bella Moreschi and Myah Bartos. Standing, from left, 

are assistant coach Matt Young, Kilee Edwards, Taylor Clark, Samantha Kindred, Reese Lehman, Mazie Mae Hawkins, Hailey Yantis, Sophie Henderson, Coach 

Missy Tingley and manager Kailey Young. Not present for the picture was assistant coach Dave Tingley, who was busy leading the Paris Lady Tigers to another 

win Thursday at Olney, boosting their record to 10-0. For complete coverage of the Crestwood title march, Thursday’s championship game and pictures from the 

evening, check out our coverage of page 9A and 11A.

LOCAL ARTIST SHOWCASES HER STITCHING TALENTS

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Needlepoint artist Roseann Moss stands by some of her Christmas pieces on display at the LINK Art Gallery in Paris. 

She incorporates a wide variety of textures, three-dimensional accents and bright colors into her works, setting 

a vibrant mood in the gallery space. She says the opportunity to show her work in her own community makes this 

exhibition particularly enjoyable.

Exhibit is sew amazingBY SAMANTHA TUCKERsamantha@prairiepress.net
Needlepoint has a simple descrip-tion: it is the art of embroidering on canvas. But like a knotted thread, something that seems simple can actually be full of hidden com-plexity, and that is the conclusion viewers reach when they visit Rose-ann Moss’ show “Artistry in Nee-dlepoint” exhibit displaying at the LINK Art Gallery through Dec. 27.Moss’ passion for fiber arts runs back through her entire life, sprout-ing as a child as she watched her be-loved grandmother at work. “My Grandma Zimmerly was a professional seamstress,” said Moss. Moss spent lots of time as a child with her grandmother and quickly picked up some textile skills. By age five she could even hem dresses for some of her grandma’s customers.Embroidery was the natural con-tinuation of Moss’ sewing interest. She began embroidering gifts and 4-H projects, and her creativity grew from there. As an adult she pursued a formal 

needlepoint education at Callaway School of Needle Arts in Georgia, but until then she was self-taught by necessity. Most of the needlepoint patterns available to her only called for one kind of stitch. Moss found them boring.
“I began to make up my own 

stitches. Later I found out that those stitches had names and were written in books,” she said. In 1986, she was one of 24 women from across the state awarded a commission to design a needlepoint chair cover for the Chippendale 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Roseann Moss’ body of work features fanciful portraits with rich textures. 
Inspiration comes in many forms for Moss, and she often has a detailed plan 
for how a piece will look before she begins.

See MOSS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRYghenry@prairiepress.net
A split Edgar County Board vot-ed Wednesday, Dec. 11, to place a referendum question on the March 2020 ballot seeking voter approval to create a 1 percent safety tax to help address issues with the Edgar County Jail and the need for more money to cover public safety ex-penses.

The safety tax is similar to the 1 percent school facilities tax voters approved in 2016. It is a sales tax but does not apply on every pur-chase. Groceries and medicine are exempt as are big-ticket purchases like automobiles. The tax does ap-ply to prepared food meant either for on site or off sight consumption as well as other purchases. Passage of the tax will not increase property taxes as it applies only to retail pur-chases. 
Some discussion about the tax occurred at the board meeting but the in-depth conversation was during the Monday, Dec. 9, study session. The issues at that time were whether or not to seek the tax, if it should be three-quarters of a per-cent or 1 percent and the wisdom of attaching a sunset clause to the tax as part of the referendum.Board member John Chittick previously suggested the sunset clause as a way of making the tax more palatable to voters, but other board members saw that as a poten-tial hamstring in the future.“We are underfunded, and it is not just for the jail, but our depu-ties and others are underpaid com-pared to what other counties are doing,” said board member Derrick Lorenzen. “Those problems are not going away. It doesn’t make sense to have a sunset clause.”Board member Dan Bruner also had reservations about a sun-set provision. He said it may take some time yet to reach a final deci-sion regarding the jail and if a new facility is needed the revenue from the public safety tax can pay the bonds, but not if a sunset exists. 

County will 
seek 1 percent safety sales tax

State statues control how money is used for public safety issues

See COUNTY, Page 1A

1-year Subscription

DIGITAL ONLY               $34.99 

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017
TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. Single supplement 
and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions see www.
ymtvacations.com/setsailoffers. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/20. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII  
FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Enjoy a cruise & tour between Seattle and 
Alaska including 7 nights aboard Holland 
America Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights 
on land. You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and 
the Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming with 
marine wildlife, where you’ll pass glaciers, 
mountains, and lush forests, with stops in 
Ketchikan, historic Skagway, and magnificent 
Glacier Bay. On land, you’ll go deep into 
Denali National Park, tour Anchorage, and 
see the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully guided 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on Kauai, 
Maui, and the “Big Island” of Hawaii, and in 
Waikiki on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor 
experience where you will see the USS 
Arizona Memorial. Visit historic Lahaina, 
enjoy a boat cruise on the Wailua River, and 
authentic Hawaiian entertainment and food at 
our Farewell Feast. Guided throughout by our 
friendly Tour Directors—your local experts. 
Price includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FROM
$1,749

$1,499*

FROM
$2,249

$1,999*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

happy to send it to Mr. Ben-
nett in just the nick of time for 
his next letter to the editor.

It is the best of times with 
this booming economy, and 
it is the worst of times with a 
bunch of idiots running for 
the Democratic presidential 
nomination and this ridicu-
lous sham impeachment. Still, 
attacking the president for re-
peatedly using the same words 
is a logical fallacy known as a 
red herring, choosing an insig-
nificant argument because you 
can’t refute the good times.

Mr. Bennett must have 
woken up on the wrong side of 

the bed to think attacking the 
president for his word use is a 
sure hole in one. 

As an English teacher, I 
might point out that all that 
glitters isn’t gold. Fancy words 
don’t equate the truth. And 
the repetition of the same 
word of phrase, as in MKL’s “I 
Have a Dream” speech is very 
effective.

Only time will tell how 
many people agree that this 
impeachment is a witch hunt 
like the defunct Russian 
collusion hoax that we spent 
millions of taxpayer dollars 
on, but if you read between 
the lines, it looks very much 
as if the Democrats have shot 
themselves in the foot with 

this gambit.
Still, Mr. Bennett should 

remember that if it looks 
like a duck, walks like a duck 
and quacks like a duck, it is 
probably a duck. A witch hunt 
is a witch hunt is a witch hunt. 
Enough said.

Jane Witmer
Paris

Higher wage is offset
Editor, The Prairie Press:
Where is the gain in raising 

minimum wages if registra-
tion fees (increase)?

Dad would say take from 
one pocket and put in 
another. 

David Brown
Redmon

LETERS
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affiliated caucus could be 
picked apart by the time the 
voting starts. We'll see.

It should also be pointed 
out that Sen. Landek is very 
close to House Speaker 
Michael J. Madigan (D-22nd). 
The other members of that 
caucus are, for the most part, 
not Madigan-haters, either. 
Just saying, but Madigan has 
never seen an Illinois political 
situation he didn't want to 
influence.

Sen. Elgie Sims (D-Chica-
go) began expressing interest 
in becoming the next Senate 
President not long after Cul-
lerton announced his pending 
retirement in mid-November.

Sims' name hasn't been 
mentioned very often lately 
in news accounts, but he's 
still campaigning. It's possible 
that at least some members 
of a loosely aligned group of 
a half dozen or so indepen-
dent-minded, younger liberal 
Senators may wind up backing 
him.

Six votes is far from the 
number required to win the 
election, of course. It will 
take 30 votes when all is said 
and done. But combine that 
with the X Caucus votes and 
it might be enough to slow 
down or even stop the process. 
Whether the caucus' two 
wings can learn to fly together 
is a whole other story.

Sims has only been a 
Senator since January of 2018, 

but he was on Senate staff 
for a decade, rising to the top 
of the appropriations staff 
before serving in the House 
for almost six years. He's a 
budget expert and knows the 
process back and forth. Even 
so, convincing Senators who 
have paid their dues for many 
years to support somebody 
who basically just got there for 
Senate President will be a big 
ask, no matter how talented 
Sims may be (and he most 
certainly is talented).

Meanwhile, some members 
with primaries and general 
elections are likely becoming 
antsy as the president election 
process enters its second 
month this week and their 
own re-elections draw near. 
One way of calming those 
nerves is to demonstrate fund-
raising abilities. Sims, however, 
has reported no contributions 
in the past month.

Sen. Lightford (D-May-
wood) held five fundraisers in 
the month following Culler-
ton's retirement announce-
ment and reported $649,000 
in contributions last week. 
About $215K of that was from 
the personal campaign funds 
of herself and Sens. Andy 
Manar and Heather Steans 
(plus a contribution out of 
Steans' own pocket), her 
top supporters. She'll report 
another $36K in contributions 
under the immediate report-
ing threshold next month, I'm 
told.

About 80 percent of the 
money she and her team raised 

was for the Senate Democratic 
Leadership Fund, which is 
designed to support Senate 
Democratic campaigns. The 
rest is for her personal fund.

Lightford's haul is less than 
the $755K Assistant Major-
ity Leader Don Harmon has 
reported raising in the same 
time period. But that total is 
inflated because it includes a 
$100K loan from Harmon to 
his personal campaign com-
mittee (Harmon has not cre-
ated a leadership committee). 
Harmon also nearly emptied 
out three party committees 
he controls to the tune of 
$285,000. Harmon reported 
44 individual contributions 
(including the personal loan), 
which is just a fifth of Light-
ford's donor base of 213. He's 
supposed to be reporting more 
money soon.

The biggest outside contri-
bution Harmon received was 
$100,000 from a journeyman 
plumber's union. Lightford 
raised a bit of money from the 
Illinois Education Association 
for her personal fund. Oth-
erwise, unions appear to be 
taking a wait and see approach.

One knock on Lightford 
has been that she doesn't have 
a history of raising big money, 
so doubts naturally arose 
about whether she could do 
it. But she and her team have 
proved otherwise during this 
first month.

(Rich Miller also publishes 
Capitol Fax, a daily political 
newsletter, and CapitolFax.
com.)
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longer face a ticking clock 
when bringing charges for 
major sex crimes, regardless 
of the age of the alleged vic-
tim. The new law removes the 
statute of limitations on crim-
inal sexual assault, aggravated 
criminal sexual assault and ag-
gravated criminal sexual abuse. 
Previously, prosecutors had 
10 years to bring charges if an 
offense was reported to law en-
forcement within three years 
after it occurred.

Illinois eliminated the stat-
ute of limitations on major sex 
offenses against anyone under 
18 in 2017 after it came to 
light that former U.S. House 
Speaker Dennis Hastert had 
abused several boys while 
working as a wrestling coach 
at Yorkville High School in 
the 1960s and 1970s.

DCFS reporting require-
ments: The Illinois Depart-
ment of Children and Family 
Services will be required to 
make a home visit when its 
hotline receives a call from 
a mandated reporter — law 
enforcement, medical and 
school workers and others 
who are required to report 
suspected child abuse or mis-
treatment — alleging abuse 
or neglect of a child who has 
been the subject of a previ-
ous credible allegation, or re-
garding a child who lives in a 
household with anyone who 
is the subject of an open case.

The law was passed after 
the high-profile deaths of 
young children whose fam-
ilies had previously been in 
contact with the DCFS, in-
cluding five-year-old Andrew 
“AJ” Freund of Crystal Lake 
and two-year-old Ja’hir Gib-
bons of Washington Park .

Under another new law, 
DCFS will be required to no-
tify the departments of Public 

Health and Healthcare and 
Family Services when it re-
ceives reports of children be-
ing abused or neglected while 
receiving hospital care. The 
law was passed after reports 
from the Chicago Tribune 
and other media in 2018 de-
tailed allegations of abuse at 
Chicago Lakeshore Hospital, 
a private psychiatric facility in 
the Uptown neighborhood.

Expanded immigrant 
rights: Several new laws ex-
pand rights for immigrants, 
in higher learning and in the 
court system. One new law 
expands state-administered 
financial aid access to Illinois 
students who haven’t ob-
tained legal permanent res-
ident status in the U.S., and 
transgender students who 
have previously been disqual-
ified because they haven’t reg-
istered for the draft. The law 
means an estimated 3,500 ad-
ditional students would qual-
ify for the Monetary Award 
Program, which could create 
millions more in increased 
demand for the historically 
underfunded grant program.

Another pair of new laws 
make a person’s immigration 
status inadmissible in civil 
proceedings unless it’s volun-
teered by the person or is es-
sential to prove an element of 
the case. The law allows a de-
fendant to withdraw a guilty 
plea if a judge failed to advise 
them the plea could affect 
their immigration status.

Baby changing stations: 
Many public restrooms now 
will be required to have dia-
per changing stations, regard-
less of which gender they’re 
designated for. Certain types 
of buildings, including fac-
tories and nightclubs, are ex-
empt and individuals won’t 
be able to sue building own-
ers for failing to install chang-
ing stations.

Under a separate law, sin-
gle-occupancy public re-
strooms now must be desig-
nated as gender-neutral.

Easing name change fol-
lowing divorce: People who 
want to change their name 
following a divorce will no 
longer be required to pay for 
a legal notice in a newspaper.

Compromising or private 
images posted online: A pair 
of new laws allow victims of 
revenge porn to receive dam-
ages, and allow a person to 
file a petition for a takedown 
order of a private compromis-
ing image of themselves that 
is posted online and holds the 
person who posted it liable 
for damages.

Stalking emergency orders: 
The new measure that takes 
effect in 2020 amends the Il-
linois Domestic Violence Act 
of 1986 and requires that if 
an emergency order of pro-
tection or an emergency civil 
no-contact order is granted 
on a court holiday or during 
the evening, the court must 
immediately file a certified 
copy with the sheriff or an-
other law enforcement official 
that’s charged with main-
taining Illinois State Police 

records, rather than the next 
regular court day.

Penalties for crimes com-
mitted in place of worship, 
threats against schools: A 
pair of new laws will open the 
door to harsher penalties for 
crimes that are committed in 
places of worship, and expand 
disorderly conduct to include 
online threats against schools 
or threats that do not specifi-
cally mention a bomb.

Jailhouse voting: In an elec-
tion year, new laws will make 
it easier for people awaiting 
trial in county jails to cast 
their ballots. The law requires 
that Cook County jails set 
up temporary polling places 
and that other counties offer 
those awaiting trial the oppor-
tunity to vote by mail. When 
inmates who are eligible to 
vote are released, jails also will 
be required to provide them 
with voter registration appli-
cations. The jails also must 
offer eligible inmates the op-
portunity to register while in 
custody.

Expanded insurance cov-
erage: Some insurance plans 
in Illinois will be required to 
cover a variety of new ser-
vices. Plans must now cover 
skin cancer screenings with 
no out-of-pocket expenses 
for patients and medically 
necessary epinephrine injec-
tors — commonly known by 
the brand name EpiPen — for 
people under 18. Infants also 
will be able to get coverage for 
donated breast milk when it’s 
prescribed by a medical pro-
fessional.

No YouTube while driv-
ing: Using a cellphone while 
behind the wheel already is 
prohibited, but the law now 
specifically forbids watch-
ing or streaming video while 
driving. A separate law also 
prohibits drivers from having 
smoked or tinted headlights 
on their vehicles.

Sex education and consent: 
Sex education in grades six 
through 12 will now be re-
quired to include age-appro-
priate material and discussion 
on consent. Among the things 
the new law calls for class-
room discussion to emphasize 
consent is a freely given agree-
ment to sexual activity and a 
person’s manner of dress does 
not constitute consent.

Service animal housing: 
Landlords who don’t allow 
animals on their property will 
be authorized to ask for doc-
umentation detailing need or 
disability when a prospective 
tenant uses a service or assis-
tance animal.

Medical pot in schools: 
The attention has been on the 
legalization of recreational 
marijuana, but another new 
law will allow students who 
are registered medical can-
nabis patients to use infused 
products on school grounds 
or at school activities under 
the supervision of a school 
nurse or administrator. Like 
other medications, medical 
marijuana products have to 
be stored with the school 
nurse at all times.

NEW LAWS
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entirely. Fortunately, re-
purposing broken projects 
helps the sting, and Stokes 
has been at it long enough 
that disaster is not a fre-
quent visitor to his studio. 
He and the glass, he said, 
have come to understand 
each other. He likens it to 
working with a living crea-
ture that reacts to hesita-
tion or fear in the artist.

“Once you have an 
agreement with the glass, 
it’s not that hard to work,” 
he said.

Over the years Stokes’ 
subject matter evolved 
from architecture to na-
ture while his media ex-
panded from photography 
and woodworking to in-
clude glass sheets. Today 
all three of these are incor-
porated into his pieces. In 
his piece “From Winter’s 
Decay” for example, sharp 
etching is overlaid on un-
focused photos. Pieces 
are also treated to cus-
tom wooden frames and 

GLASS
FROM PAGE 1A

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

In his piece “From Winter’s Decay,” Stokes uses a background of monochrome, motion-blurred 
photographs to set off the precisely etched branch and buds on the panels foreground. 
Stokes’ works often combine glass with woodworking and photography.

Policy Institute at the 
University of Illinois. Il-
linois’ minimum wage 
was last raised in 2010 to 
$8.25.  

The new law maintains 
provisions for employ-
ers to count gratuities to 
offset wages for work-
ers such as food servers 
who regularly earn tips. 
Tipped employees may 
be paid 60 percent of the 
hourly minimum wage. 
These workers must still 
earn the minimum wage 
after receiving tips.

Workers who are un-
der 18 years old and work 
fewer than 650 hours in 
a year earn a minimum 
wage of $8 per hour be-
ginning Jan. 1, up from 
the old youth minimum 
wage of $7.75. The youth 
minimum wage rate will 
gradually rise to $13 an 
hour by Jan. 1, 2025.

WAGE
FROM PAGE 1A

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois Department of Natu-
ral Resources (IDNR) is ac-
cepting applications through 
Jan. 21, 2020, for the state's 
Park and Recreational Facility 
Construction (PARC) Grant 
Program. The program will 
provide grants to eligible local 
governments for acquisition, 
development, construction, 
rehabilitation or other capital 
improvements to park and 
recreation facilities in Illinois. 

IDNR is anticipating that a 
total of $25 million in grants 
will be available through fund-
ing provided by the Rebuild 
Illinois Act. The maximum 
grant award is $2.5 million. 

The PARC Grant Program 
provides funding for bond-
able, brick and mortar proj-
ects that include demolition, 
site preparation and improve-
ments for indoor and outdoor 
recreation facilities, recon-
struction, improvements and 
expansion to existing facilities 
and new construction. Proj-
ects involving land acquisi-
tion for construction of new 
or expansion of existing in-
door and outdoor recreation 
facilities, and for open space 
and conservation purposes, 
are also eligible. The priority 
of the program is the renova-
tion or construction of indoor 

IDNR  park and recreation 
construction grants open

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris Lions Club member Amy Hill, left, accepts the Lions Club 
International Foundation’s (LCIF) Melvin Jones Award from 
District Governor David Johnson of the Mt. Zion Lions Club. The 
Melvin Jones Award is the highest honor a club can give, and 
Hill was recognized for her dedication to service of others. Also 
pictured is LCIF Coordinator Kevin Mendenhall of the Robinson 
Lions Club, right.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Lions Club recently honored the Steward-Carroll 
Funeral Home for years of continued support to the programs 
of the Paris Lions Club. Lion Steve Bennett, left, presented 
Thomas Carroll, right, with a personalized Certificate of 
Appreciation recognizing the years of dedication to the 
betterment of the community by the local business.

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris Lions Club member Dan Vice, far, right, was recently 
named as a Lions of Illinois Foundation (LIF) Fellow Award 
for his service to the community through Lions Club and 
other ways. Left to right, Past District Governor Ron Stickler 
of Paris, LIF Trustee Jani Mendenhall  of the Robinson Lions 
Club, LIF Trustee Jim Ingram of the Mahomet Lions Club and 
Vice. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Paris Lions Club members 
celebrated 57 years of service 
to the community by giving 
three major awards during a 
Dec. 11 Christmas party.  

Local club member Dan 
Vice received the Lions of Il-
linois Foundation (LIF) Fel-
low Award for his service to 
the community through the 

Lions Club and other oppor-
tunities. Paris Lion Amy Hill 
was the recipient the Lions 
Clubs International Founda-
tion’s (LCIF) Melvin Jones 
Award. The Melvin Jones 
Award is the highest honor 
a club can give, and it recog-
nized Hill’s dedicated service 
to others.   

The third award went to 
the Steward-Carroll Funeral 
Home honoring the years of 
continued support the local 
business has provided to not 
only the Paris Lions Club but 
also a dedication to the bet-
terment of the community.   

Paris Lions celebrate 57 years of service
recreation facilities since they 
are not eligible under other 
IDNR grant programs.

The PARC Grant Program 
will reimburse grant recipients 
up to 75 percent of approved 
project costs (up to 90 per-
cent reimbursement will be 
available to local governments 
defined as disadvantaged). El-
igible applicants are limited to 
units of local government that 
are authorized by Illinois law 
to expend public funds for the 
acquisition and development 
of land for public indoor/
outdoor park, recreation, or 
conservation purposes are 
eligible to apply for funding 
assistance. School districts, 
non-profits, and private enti-
ties are not eligible. 

Applicants must be 
pre-qualified at https://
grants.illinois.gov/portal/ to 
receive grants from the State 
of Illinois. 

For more information, de-
tails on program eligibility, 
and other program regula-
tions, visit https://www.dnr.
illinois.gov/grants/Pages/
PARC-Grant.aspx or contact 
the IDNR Office of Grant 
Management and Admin-
istration, phone 217/782-
7481, or by e-mail DNR.
Grants@Illinois.gov.  To 
view the Notice of Funding 
Opportunity, visit https://
bit.ly/2Q2eOhs.  

Dan Vice, Amy Hill 
and Steward-Carroll 
Funeral Home 
honored at party

The Illinois Department 
of Revenue (IDOR) is re-
minding small businesses 
they can utilize the Mini-
mum Wage Credit to help 
offset the new minimum 
wage rate with its scheduled 
increases. Businesses can 
now take the credit on their 
quarterly Illinois Withhold-
ing Income Tax Returns.

“Illinois small businesses 
should take advantage of this 
tax credit,” said acting Direc-
tor David Harris. “Raising 
the wage for hardworking 
Illinois families was one of 
Governor Pritzker’s top pri-
orities, and he worked to 
ensure that small businesses 
and nonprofits remain com-
petitive during the transition 
period. Along with a new 
capital bill and tax credits 
for apprenticeship programs 
and research investments, 
this measure will help fulfill 
this administration’s goal of 
fostering an environment 
that will grow jobs and re-
ward hardworking families.” 

Beginning this year, busi-
nesses and nonprofits with 
50 full-time equivalent em-
ployees or less are eligible 
to offset a portion of the 
minimum wage increase cost 
from their withholding in-
come taxes. The maximum 
credit amount allowed is 
25 percent of the difference 
between the new minimum 
wage and what each em-
ployee was paid previous-
ly. The percentage allowed 
each proceeding year will 
decrease before sunsetting 
in 2026 for most small busi-
nesses. Eligible businesses 
can claim this credit by filing 
Form IL-941, Illinois With-
holding Income Tax Return, 
and a new schedule. 

Visit IDOR’s website tax.
illinois.gov for information 
on how to calculate this 
credit, as well as additional 
resources, including IDOR’s 
withholding income tax In-
formation Bulletin FY2020-
13 and Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQs).
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stands. 
Glass remains the center-

piece in all of this. Stokes was 
initially drawn to it for its 
pristine qualities, clarity and 
crisp edges, and the allure has 
not faded. He either etches 
on squared panes or carves 
the glass into organic forms. 

“I love to do the freestyle 
cutting of glass in different 
shapes,” he says.

Stokes’ etchings are com-
monly silhouettes or geo-
metric patterns. Together the 
contrast of exact and loose 
shapes depicts what he sees as 
the core of his experiences in 
nature. He is especially cap-
tivated by forests and rivers, 
be they the woods around his 
home or the curving Wabash 
River. He hopes his work em-
ulates the creative energy of 
these places. For him, inspira-
tion is anything that sparks in 
him the desire to replicate it 
in glass.

“I make something because 
it impresses me,” he said. 

Stokes hopes his viewers 
will be able to feel what he 
saw and thought as well. His 
goal is to get to the heart of 

a scene without dictating to 
people what he thinks they 
should see. Instead he em-
braces the artistic truth that 
no two people can experi-
ence a work of art the same 
way and specializes in sugges-
tion, with hard edges, gentle 
curves, stark patterns and 
blurred backgrounds.

In short, “I want you to go 
away with what you think it 
is, not what I think it is.”

“Between the Sheets” runs 
from Jan. 10 to Feb. 7. Stokes 
is excited to be brought in 
alongside other talented glass 
artists Erin Blitz, Anna Lee 
Chalos-McAleese and Andy 
McAleese. He thinks all four 
of them will show a full range 
of glass working technique, 
from cold process (cutting 
and etching) to hot process 
(melting and coloring the 
glass).

“Just to be invited to show 
with a small group is flatter-
ing as an artist,” he said.

After “Between the Sheets” 
Stokes looks forward to creat-
ing new pieces for a solo ex-
hibition at McHenry County 
College.
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Paris 
hands 
T-town 
second 
defeat in 
a week
BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

The Paris Lady Tigers put 
class 2A on notice with the 
second victory in a week 
over second ranked in 2A 
Teutopolis Lady Wooden 
Shoes, 55-44 Thursday, Jan. 
2, in Paris. The girls defeated 
T-town just three days ear-
lier to win the Charleston 
Holiday Tournament, so the 
quick turnaround was a rare 
scheduling occurrence. 

Paris came into the game 
ranked second by MaxPreps 
in 3A and did not disap-
point a noticeably bigger 
crowd, who got to see what 
an undefeated team looks 
like when working at its 
best.  

Paris rode a rotation of 
just six players, finding small 
periods of rest when possi-
ble and luckily foul trouble 
did not plague the Lady 
Tigers. Some hot shooting 
for the Lady Shoes got them 
out to an 11-6 lead, before 
Paris crept back, with free 
throws from Karrington 
Krabel, and a tough layup 
from Jenna Gates.

Paris struggled with turn-
overs in the second quar-
ter but made up for it with 
some tough defense accord-
ing to Paris Head Coach 
Dave Tingley. 

“I felt good about our de-
fense and how we changed 
things up from Monday’s 
tournament win over them,” 
said Tingley. “We conceded 
some more threes but were 
able to force more turnovers 
and be where we wanted.” 

Both teams at certain 
points worked long offen-
sive possessions in what 
ended up being a quick 
moving first half with fouls 
barely being an issue. Both 
sides exchanged baskets ear-
ly in the second, with points 
coming from Krabel, Sarah 
Isaf and Kate Littleton off 
of the bench. A huge three 
from Littleton put Paris up 
20-18 at the two-minute 
mark with a roar of approv-
al from the crowd, and the 
teams carried that into half-
time. 

With a back and forth 
game similar to Monday, 
Coach Tingley knew where 
his leadership stood. 

“Even at halftime and 
though out the game, these 
seniors we have, they are so 
calm and collected,” he said. 
“Even though they were 
amped up and excited, they 
treated it like another game.”

Teutopolis got hot from 
long distance in the open-
ing minutes of the third but 
were countered by baskets 
from Isaf and Gates. Isaf 
then swung the game in Par-
is’ favor in the third quarter, 
by heating up from beyond 
the three-point line, knock-
ing down back-to-back tri-
ples at the halfway mark. 
Even with baskets from 
Krabel and Isaf again to fin-
ish out the quarter, Paris re-
mained up 40-37. 

The Lady Shoes offense 
went silent in the fourth, 
enabling Paris to slowly 

Here to 
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I’m not just here for insurance. I can also help you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944

Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

Tigers narrowly beat Titans
Tri-County leaves everything on the court but, Holiday Trounament goes to Paris 60-57 
BY DAN DUNDAS &
TIM HENDERSHOT
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

KANSAS — The Tri Coun-
ty Titans were looking for 
redemption from their loss 
earlier in the year to the Par-
is Tigers — and took the title 
game down to the wire — be-
fore falling to the visiting Ti-
gers on their own floor 60-57. 

Back on December 17, the 
Titans traveled to Paris to 
face the Tigers in a non-con-
ference contest and dropped 
a 67-49 decision giving the 
Purple, Orange, and Blue a 
little extra motivation starting 
up their own tournament.

After both teams went 3-0 
in their respective pools, the 
stage was set in Kansas for the 
anticipated rematch between 
two of the younger teams 
in the area with the Holiday 
Tournament title on the line.  
For the Tigers, it was the 
chance to repeat as the cham-
pions of the event once again 
while the Titans were trying 

to win their own tournament 
for the first time in quite some 
time.

After 32 minutes, the game 
lived up to the hype.

Both teams gave it every-
thing they had in front of a 
standing room only crowd at 
Kansas High School with the 
fourth quarter being full of 

highs and lows of all kinds.  
In the end, a key free throw 
made by the Tigers was just 
enough to push Paris over the 
top to take a 60-57 win over 
Tri-County claiming the tour-
nament crown for the second 
straight year.

The Titans seemed to have 
the game in hand at times, but 

Paris was able to focus over 
the course of a long four quar-
ter, especially from the free 
throw line. 

For the game, Paris didn’t 
shoot overly well from three-
point land or the free throw 
line, but made up with it with 
numerous shot attempts, and 
strong positive attitude. “I’m 

just happy for the guys stay-
ing connected and being pos-
itive.” Mentioned Paris Head 
Coach Chase Brinkley. “It was 
a dog fight out there definite-
ly, and I’ve said before, Coach 
Ferguson of Tri-County al-
ways has them ready. I told 
ours at half time we can’t be 
front runners, and be happy 
when up and dejected when 
we’re down.”

Paris had solid opening 
quarter and continually 
tried to get shots in the paint 
as they had the goal for all 
tournament. Tri County was 
ready, and altered or forced 
some poor shots throughout 
the game on the defensive 
end, especially early. Par-
is nonetheless slowly built 
their lead up throughout the 
half, with the Titans making 
enough baskets to stay within 
double digits. 

Paris got scores from Logan 
Rhoads, Mason Hutchings 
and Jude Sullivan in the first 

Special to The Prairie Press

Champions of the Tri-County Holiday Tournament for the second consecutive year are the Paris 
Tigers, who defeated Tri-County 60-57 to take the title.

Barry 
hits 1,000 
points 
during 
tourney 

TOURNAMENT WIN MAKES LADY TIGERS UNDEFEATED

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Lady Tigers took a big victory in the Charleston Holiday Tournament by handing rival Teutopolis a resounding 
defeat. Kneeling, left to right, Jenna Gates, Karrington Krabel, Sarah Isaf, Kelsie Crampton and Madyson Rigdon. Standing, 
left to right, assistant coach Dan Gates, Katelyn Littleton, Chloe Noel, Kadie Noel, Emma Henderson, Kendra Young, Deming 
Hawkins, Kaitlyn Coombes, Trinity Tingley, Kenzie Hutchings, assistant coach Missy Tingley and head coach Dave Tingley.

Lady Tigers take tourney

See CHAMPIONS, Page 10A

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

CHARLESTON- For the first time 
since 2004, the Paris Lady Tigers cap-
tured the title in the Charleston Holiday 
Tournament on Monday afternoon. 
However, the road to get to the title 
game was anything but smooth. 

In the championship contest, the 
Lady Tigers defeated the Teutopolis 
Lady Wooden Shoes by the score of 
44-35 in overtime. Paris improves their 
record to 17-0, and is one of only two 
teams with an undefeated mark at this 
point in the season in IHSA Class 2A 
basketball. The Wooden Shoes fall to 
11-3 on the year.

Playing the first three games of the 
tourney without their starting point 
guard Jenna Gates, the Tigers plugged in 
a couple of younger ladies to fill that role. 
Trinity Tingley and Madyson Rigdon 
handled the majority of the ball-han-
dling duties on Friday and the first game 
on Saturday before the return of the se-
nior floor general.

On Saturday morning, the Lady Ti-
gers squared off with the Tri-County 
Titans for the second time in 10 days, 
and the result was eerily similar. Paris 
jumped to a 29-18 lead at the half, and 
cruised from there to take a 60-42 win. 
Paris was led in scoring by Sarah Isaf with 
18, followed by Katelyn Littleton and 
Madyson Rigdon with 13 each. Tingley 
added 11 points and Karrington Krabel 
had three to round out the scoring. Tay-
ler Barry had 15 points in a losing cause 
for the Titans with Bella Dudley adding 

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

A determined Sarah Isaf drives through Teutopolis defenders in the championship 
game of the Charleston Holiday Tournament. The Paris Tigers won the tournament 
by defeating T-town 44-35 in overtime play.See WINNERS, Page 10ASee T-TOWN, Page 10A

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoon.com

The Tri-County Titans 
girls basketball team had 
mixed success at the recent 
Trojan Holiday Tourna-
ment.  

TCT’s first game of the 
tournament was a rematch 
with the Paris Tigers in a 
week’s time. The Tigers 
overpowered the Titans in 
their first meeting in Paris 
Dec. 19. Unlike that first 
meeting, Tri-County came 
out stronger and much 
smoother Dec. 27, but it 
was Paris pulling away for a 
60-42 win.

The Titans were 15 of 
55 overall for 27.3 percent 
and 7 of 15 from the free 
throw line for 46.7 percent. 

See BARRY, Page 10A

Grit powers 
Titans in 
title contest
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

After starting their own 
holiday tournament with a 
win Dec. 27, the Tri-Coun-
ty Titans boys hoops team 
was back in Kansas Dec. 
28 finishing off Pool A play 
looking to punch the tick-
et into the title game. Af-
ter the long day of games 
concluded, the Titans had 
to dig deep to pull off the 
plays needed going 2-0 to 
win Pool A and advance to 
the championship game on 
Monday, Dec. 30.

Game one pitted two 
young, athletic teams as 
the Titans faced off against 
the Windsor/Steward-
son-Strasburg Hatchets 
with the winner getting 
a huge momentum shift 

See TITANS, Page 10A
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quarter, to go up 14-11, and 
continued to do so in the 
second with help from Coy 
Landrum and JR Brinker-
hoff. Down 21-13, Tri Coun-
ty went on an 8-0 run, with 
threes on consecutive posses-
sions from Bell and Pollock, 
and then temporarily gained 
the lead on scored layup, and 
then a stolen inbounds for an-
other layup right after. 

With Paris up 25-24 at half, 
both teams traded baskets in 
the third, with Garrett King 
notching half the points for 
the boys, and McClain and 
Lloyd doing most of the dam-
age for Tri County. Down 

35-33, Tri county went on 
another run featuring layups 
and made free throws from 
McClain, but neither team 
could wrestle control of the 
game from the other. 

Garrett King knotted the 
game at 40, opening the 
fourth quarter with a three 
pointer, followed by some 
tough offensive rebounding 
putbacks by Conor Brene-
man. Similar to Saturday’s af-
ternoon game, JR Brinkehoff 
took hold of the Paris offense 
soon after in the fourth quar-
ter. With some assists from 
Hutchings in the full and half 
court, Brinkerhoff scored 
Paris’ next nine points off of 
primarily layups from the low 
post and drives from the high 

CHAMPIONS
FROM PAGE 9A

post. 
Tri County meanwhile be-

came three point happy with-
out much success, allowing 
the Tiger run to go on. “JR 
just stayed aggressive and got 
to where he wanted. He made 
up his mind he was going to 
score on that first move, be-
cause with him there’s going 
to be that one first move, and 
he’ll go.” 

With Paris up 55-47, 
Tri-County once again made 
their way back into the game 
thanks to some Paris turn-
overs. The Titans got a strip 
steal and free throws, which 
were countered by free 
throws from Paris. Tri Coun-
ty made it 58-55 on a three 
pointer with over a minute 
left. Tri County had fouls to 
give, and the Tigers got a split 
on free throws from King, 
and a pair from Hutchings. 
With less than ten seconds 
left, The Titans missed a long 
three that would have sent it 
to overtime, and giving Paris 

the tournament win.  
Leading scorers for the 

Tigers were Hutchings 
with 13, Brinkerhoff with 
12 and King with 10. 

The Tigers were 21 of 
61 overall for 34.4 percent 
and 14 of 28 from the free 
throw line for 50 percent.  
Mason Hutchings was 
named to the All-Tourna-
ment team. 

The Titans were 22 of 
49 overall for 44.9 percent 
and 9 of 14 from the char-
ity stripe for 64.3 percent.  
Mitch Pollock, who was 
named the tournament’s 
Most Valuable Player, led 
all scorers with 22 points.  
Cole McClain had 13 
points and Jack Armstrong 
added 10 points in the loss.  
McClain was also named 
to the All-Tournament 
team.  The one hiccup for 
the Titans in the game was 
holding on to the basket-
ball committing 17 turn-
overs.

WINNERS
FROM PAGE 9A

13. Melia Eskew and Caroline 
Smith each had three, and Ca-
ilynne Phillips, Lillie Cox and 
Kaylenn Hunt each added 
two.

In the final game on Satur-
day evening, the Lady Tigers 
faced the Effingham Lady 
Hearts in a battle between the 
number 1 seed and number 2 
seed from each bracket. Paris 
once again wasted little time 
in building up an early lead as 
they led it 15-4 at the end of 
the first period, then increased 
the lead to 33-10 at the half. 

The Tigers had a more bal-
anced scoring attack in this 
one with Littleton and Kra-
bel leading the way with 11 
points apiece. Isaf and Rigdon 
were right behind as each lady 
scored 10 points. Jenna Gates 
had six points in her return to 
action following a bout with 
the flu. Tingley added five, 
and Kelsie Crampton and 
Kendra Young had two each.

Tournament champion-
ships do not always pit the top 
two teams against each other 
for the title, but this time it 
worked out that way. T-Town 

grabbed an early lead and held 
onto it until the fourth quar-
ter. After one period of play, 
the Lady Tigers found them-
selves on the short end of an 
11-6 score. At the half, the Ti-
gers shaved a couple of points 
off that lead, but still trailed for 
the first time all season at half-
time 19-16.

In a low scoring second half 
for two teams of this caliber, 
Paris managed to tie things up 
late and actually had a couple 
of chances to win the game 
in regulation. However, nei-
ther attempt came to fruition 
and the two squads headed to 
overtime for the second time 
in the tournament. The Tiger 
defense flexed its muscle in 
the extra period and held the 
Lady Shoes to just one made 
field goal. On the other side, 
the Tigers knocked down all 
but one of their free throw at-
tempts to win it by nine.

Isaf once again led the way 
for the Tigers with 17 points, 
followed closely by Rigdon 
with 15. Krabel added seven 
and Gates had five as the Ti-
gers just had four players reach 
the scoring column.

The Tigers placed three 
players on the all-tourney 

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

The Paris Lady Tigers played both a strong defensive and of-
fensive game to win the recent Charleston Holiday Tournament. 
Karrington Krabel, 23, and Kelsie Crampton, 25, work to keep a 
Teutopolis player from the basket.

pull away. Isaf buried her fourth 
three of the game, and Kra-
bel converted a tough finish 
on a fast break. With 5:58 to 
go, Maddy Rigdon sunk a big 
three pointer to put Paris up 
48-39, forcing a Teutopolis tim-
eout, and bringing a large Paris 
crowd to its feet. 

“That was a great moment 
for Maddy, as she had some 
nerves early, with her being the 
only sophomore with four se-
niors, she almost doesn’t want 
to let those girls down, so she 
may have been playing a little 
tight. But I coach her hard be-
cause this is her year to grow 
so she can fill those shoes next 
year,” said Tingley.

Rigdon backed up her big 
shot by filling the stat sheet 
with 8 rebounds, 3 assists, and 
5 steals. 

The whistles increased in the 
last portion of the fourth quar-
ter, with numerous stoppages 

for fouls and deflections. The 
Lady Tigers elected to spread 
the ball around the perimeter 
to work the clock, and slowly 
made it a game of attrition from 
the free throw line when given 
the opportunity. Almost every 
Lady Tiger starter found herself 
at the line, converting either 
one or both of the free throws 
to keep the lead close to double 
digits to finish the game out. 

“The crowd was great to-
night, and I’m glad people can 
see what’s been going on all 
year, and hopefully now they’ll 
do that for us consistently, be-
cause it really helps,” Tingley 
said. 

Paris heads to Breese Mater 
Dei today, Jan. 4, for a 10-team 
tournament shootout. 

“Our girls are really looking 
forward to the next challenge 
after this week,” said Tingley. 
“We have one this Saturday 
with Breese Mater Dei, who we 
have never seen, so it will defi-
nitely be a match of in-game 
adjustments.”

T-TOWN
FROM PAGE 9A

team as Krabel and Rigdon 
were named to the squad. 
Earning tournament Most 

Valuable Player honors was 
Sarah Isaf in a voting decided 
by opposing coaches.

Taylor Barry led the Titans 
with 15 points, three steals, and 
three assists, and Bella Dudley 
added 13 points. Lillie Cox fin-
ished with seven rebounds in 
the loss.

Four Tiger players reached 
double figures: Sarah Isaf with 
18 points, Katelyn Littleton 13 
points, Madyson Rigdon 13 
each points and Trinity Tin-
gley 11 points in the win. Isaf 

led all scorers in the game.
Game two was a crossover 

game. The Titans placed third 
in the Gold Pool and faced off 
against the Cairo/Egyptian 
Co-Pilots with a spot in the 
fifth place game on the line. It 
was a one-sided affair as the Ti-
tans jumped out to a 34-8 lead 
after one quarter and increased 
that lead to 57-25 with 1:27 
left in the third quarter. During 
that time, a major milestone 
was reached as Titans junior 
guard Tayler Barry scored her 

BARRY
FROM PAGE 9A

1,000-career point on a bucket 
and Head Coach Joe Morrisey 
called a timeout so the feat 
could be recognized.

That was where the events 
became bizarre.

Cairo Head Coach Larry 
Wood was apparently furious 
that a timeout was called to 
recognize Barry’s milestone 
and ordered his team not to 
inbound the ball once play 
resumed. Cairo was hit with 
a delay of game technical foul 
and Barry went to the free 

throw line sinking both shots. 
After the free throws, Wood 
forfeited and the game came to 
an abrupt end at 57-25. Since 
the game went longer than one 
half, all of the statistics accu-
mulated counted for the record 
books.

The Titans were 23 of 56 
overall for 41.1 percent and 9 
of 14 from the charity stripe 
for 64.3 percent. Tayler Barry 
finished with 14 points, Bella 
Dudley added nine and Caro-
line Smith had eight in the win.

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

going into the final game of 
pool play. Tri-County used 
one of its main players to get 
the groove going in the first 
quarter as Mitch Pollock 
found driving lanes in the 
paint scoring eight of the Ti-
tans 18 points and Clayton 
Pardi used some muscle in the 
paint adding five. The Hatch-
ets countered with 12 points 
for the quarter.

The second stanza saw 
Tri-County's second leading 
scorer go to work with Cole 
McClain getting good dribble 
penetration and scoring seven 
of the Titans’ 15 points, but 
fouling by Tri-County helped 
the Hatchets and the score 
was 33-32 going into the lock-
er rooms at the half.  

Tri-County’s foul troubles 
continued in the third quarter 
and the Hatchets scored six of 
11 at the free-throw line. The 
Titans had trouble finding the 
bottom of the hoop hitting 
only two field goals and six 
points, but still held a slim 39-
33 lead heading into the final 
eight minutes.

The final quarter was a 
scoring frenzy as the Hatch-
ets finished with 22 points in 
the frame, but the Titans an-
swered that challenge tallying 
20, including a late clutch free 
throw by Pollock to seal a 59-
55 win.

The Titans were 22 of 50 
overall for 44 percent and 9 
of 15 from the charity stripe 
for 60 percent. Cole McClain 
led all scorers with 21 points 
and four assists and Mitch 
Pollock added 11 points and 
five rebounds. Jack Armstrong 
finished with a double-double 
scoring 10 points and grab-

bing 10 rebounds.
The Hatchets were 18 of 51 

overall for 35.3 percent and 
16 of 30 from the line for 53.3 
percent.   

Game two was the fi-
nal game of the day with 
Tri-County taking on the 
Westville Tigers. The game 
started off slow as Westville 
grabbed a slim 14-13 lead after 
one quarter, but the Titans ral-
lied back with a burst of scor-
ing from both Mitch Pollock 
and Cole McClain combining 
for 12 of the Titans’ 17 points. 
That burst helped Tri-County 
grab a 30-25 lead heading into 
halftime.

Play in the third quarter 
was almost point for point as 
Westville continued to stay 
in the fight with help from 
Tri-County’s foul troubles. 
Six of the Tigers’ 12 points 
came at the free-throw line. 
Tri-County kept pace scoring 
11 and held a slim 41-37 lead.

The final quarter saw the 
Titans finally wear down the 
Tigers physically and mentally 
getting a boost from Pollock 
and Payton Bell who com-
bined for 14 of Tri-County's 
23 points.  Westville ran out of 
gas scoring only eight and the 
Titans pulled away for a 64-45 
win and admission to the title 
contest.

The Titans were 25 of 51 
overall for 49 percent and 8 
of 15 from the line for 53.3 
percent. Mitch Pollock had 
16 points and five rebounds, 
and Payton Bell added 11 
points. CJ Eakle grabbed 10 
rebounds and Kenzal Lloyd 
added eight rebounds and five 
steals in the win.

The Tigers were 19 of 43 
overall for 44.2 percent and 
7 of 13 from the line for 53.8 
percent 
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BY DAVE CAMPBELL 
AP Pro Football Writer

EAGAN, Minn. (AP) — 
Minnesota Vikings President 
Mark Wilf issued a statement 
of confidence in general man-
ager Rick Spielman and coach 
Mike Zimmer on Friday, 
tamping down speculation 
about their future two days 
prior to the team's playoff 
game.

“We value Mike and Rick's 
leadership,” Wilf said, “and 
we have every intent of Mike 
continuing as the head coach 
of the Minnesota Vikings 
and Rick leading our football 
operations, next year and be-
yond.”

Wilf, who owns the club 
with his older brother, Zygi 
Wilf, has frequently praised 
the stability and culture of the 
organization that have been 
influenced by Spielman in the 
front office and Zimmer on 
the field. Both of them are un-
der contract through the 2020 
season, after they each had an 
option on their deal exercised 

last winter. 
The Vikings (10-6) are 

eight-point underdogs in Sun-
day's wild-card round game at 
New Orleans, facing a steep 
challenge against Saints quar-
terback Drew Brees with two 
key cornerbacks, Mackensie 
Alexander and Mike Hughes, 
out with injuries. 

They are in the postseason 
for the third time in six years 
under the 63-year-old Zim-
mer, but they have won only 
one playoff game since reach-
ing the NFC championship 
game after the 2009 season. 
That was against the Saints in 
the divisional round after the 
2017 season, before a 38-7 
loss at Philadelphia in the 
NFC championship game.

The defense that Zimmer 
designed and directed to be 
one of the best in the NFL has 
slipped a bit this year. In each 
of the last two seasons, the 
Vikings have beaten only one 
team each year that finished 
with a winning record, the Ea-
gles in both 2018 and 2019.

The Wilfs bought the fran-
chise in 2005, and Spielman 
was hired in 2006 to head 
the personnel department. 
He didn't become the general 
manager with full authority 
over the roster until 2012, 
one of six times the Vikings 
have made the playoffs in his 
14-year tenure. 

Under Spielman, the Vi-
kings have reaped the rewards 
of many successful drafts, 
highlighted by middle-round 
finds like defensive end Dan-
ielle Hunter and wide re-
ceiver Stefon Diggs. They've 
parlayed undrafted players 
into standouts, too, like wide 
receiver Adam Thielen and 
safety Anthony Harris. The 
track record under Spielman 
for top picks and free agents 
has been more mixed, with 
first-round misfires like quar-
terback Christian Ponder and 
wide receiver Laquon Tread-
well still costly in some ways. 

The Vikings then went all 
in on quarterback Kirk Cous-
ins in 2018 with an unprece-

BY JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. 
(AP) — Fresh from a hol-
iday trip to the Bahamas, 
NASCAR's newest two-time 
champion raced back to the 
track to open the new year. 

Kyle Busch stepped out of 
his comfort zone at Dayto-
na International Speedway 
on Friday, pulling on a white 
helmet adorned with his nick-
name “Rowdy” and climbing 
into a Lexus RC-F to test 
for the upcoming Rolex 24 
at Daytona. The prestigious 
sports car race always features 
some of the top talent in the 
world, and Busch just might 
be this year's main attraction. 

Last year's running of the 
twice-round-the-clock en-
durance race featured two-
time Formula One champion 
Fernando Alonso and former 
CART champion Alex Zanar-
di, who raced for BMW with-
out his prosthetic legs and 
relying on a specially built 
steering wheel to control the 

car. Alonso and Zanardi stole 
the spotlight from a stacked 
field that includes champions 
from racing series all over the 
world.

This year, the group in-
cludes Busch, who wrapped 
up his second NASCAR title 
less than six weeks ago. 

He's driving for Aim Vasser 
Sullivan in the stacked GTD 
class — at 18 entries that class 
has the most in the field — 
and drew the biggest crowds 
Friday as he prepped for his 
first stint in the car. Busch had 
one day of simulator work 
with Rolex teammate Jack 
Hawksworth before the test 
and recognized quickly what 
he needs to work on to be 
ready for the Jan. 25 race. 

“I've got my NASCAR 
driving techniques just em-
bedded in my brain and I've 
got to get rid of those a little 
bit more and get more accus-
tomed to what this car can 
take and what the driving 
techniques are,” he said. 

Because the Vasser Sullivan 

team races in a lower class, 
Busch will not be in conten-
tion for the overall victory. 
He will also be mired in traf-
fic, potentially at night, stuck 
behind slower cars piloted by 
drivers with far less experi-
ence. Busch brought his reg-
ular spotter from NASCAR 
to assist, but can't realistically 
gauge the difficulties he may 
face until race time. 

For now, he has to figure 
out the anti-lock braking sys-
tem, which is foreign to his 
regular car. 

“I am used to our big, heavy 
stock cars where you have to 
start the slow down process 
way early, and the braking 
zone is forever and by the 
time you turn in you've got to 
be off the brakes, otherwise 
the inside wheels will lock 
up,” Busch said. “Complete-
ly different techniques with 
these cars. You can just drive 
the snot out of them, you can 
just throw it off the corner as 
far as you feel like you can get 
in there and stomp the pedal 

as hard as you think your leg 
will allow you to do it.” 

Even out of his element, 
in a new car and a different 
series, Busch remained both 
demanding and exact in how 
he likes his car to feel. During 
an early debrief, he “suggested 
we get a little softer and they 
said 'We're as soft as we can 
get,' and I said 'Well, that ain't 
soft enough.'" 

His debut in the Rolex, 
the unofficial opener of the 
racing season, will be closely 
watched but this race is rich in 
story lines.

Wayne Taylor Racing is the 
defending race winning team 
but returned only two mem-
bers (Renger van der Zande 
and Kamui Kobayashi) to its 
four-man roster. Alonso won't 
be back amid speculation he 
will return to the Indianapo-
lis 500 this year and has been 
replaced by five-time IndyCar 
champion Scott Dixon. 

Dixon became available 
when Chip Ganassi shut 
down his sports car team at 

Vikings intend to retain Spielman, Zimmer

Kyle Busch brings the Rowdy show to the Rolex 24 at Daytona
the end of last season because 
Ford ended its program. 

Taylor also hired Ryan 
Briscoe, a former Rolex win-
ner for Ganassi, to drive for 
the team full-time as a re-
placement for Taylor's son, 
who earned a factory-backed 
job with Corvette Racing this 
season. The decision to leave 
his father was difficult for Jor-
dan Taylor, but an opportuni-
ty he could not turn down. 

The Taylor team in its Ca-
dillac will compete for the 
overall win against Mazda 
Team Joest, which this week 
announced former Indianap-
olis 500 winner Ryan Hunt-
er-Reay will be part of the 
lineup, and Acura Team Pen-
ske, which is seeking its first 
Rolex victory in three tries 
since Roger Penske returned 
to the series. 

Juan Pablo Montoya and 

Dane Cameron teamed up to 
give Penske the overall IMSA 
championship this past year, 
and they've got reigning Indy 
500 winner Simon Pagenaud 
on their team this year. The 
second Penske car of Helio 
Castroneves and Ricky Taylor 
will be joined by Alexander 
Rossi, another Indy 500 win-
ner. 

“When you drive for Roger, 
the goal is to win every race, 
every time out,” Montoya 
said. “So the pressure is there.”

The event also features 
18-year-old Hailie Deegan, a 
rising star in motorsports re-
cently named a development 
driver with Ford Performance. 
She will run select sports car 
events in the IMSA Michelin 
Pilot Challenge this season 
and turned her first laps with 
teammate Chase Briscoe on 
Friday. 

dented full guarantee of his 
$84 million, three-year con-
tract, targeting the best avail-
able option on the market to 
try to clear that final hurdle 
and reach the Super Bowl. 
How the Vikings fare in the 
playoffs will go a long way to-
ward determining whether or 
not Spielman made the right 
move with Cousins. 

DALLAS (AP) — For-
mer Dallas Stars coach Jim 
Montgomery said Friday his 
abrupt dismissal by the NHL 
club was "appropriate" and 
he has entered alcohol rehab.

Montgomery's statement 
was his first public comment 
since he was fired Dec. 10 for 
unspecified unprofessional 
conduct. He said the firing 
was “a wake-up call.”

"It was also the appropri-
ate call," Montgomery said. 
"I let the team's front office, 
staff and players down.

“More importantly, I let 
my wife and my family down. 
The team's decision to end 
my role forced me to look 
into the mirror and decide 
whether I wanted to contin-
ue living a damaging lifestyle 
or get help. I decided to get 
help.” 

Montgomery said he en-
tered a rehab facility Friday, 
adding it has “been an over-
whelming and a very hum-
bling experience knowing 
that I am not alone."

General manager Jim Nill 
wouldn't get into specifics 
when he announced the fir-
ing of the third coach he has 
hired since taking over in 
April 2013.

“We are supportive of 
this decision by Jim and we 
hope that by pursuing this 
help, he and his family will 
be stronger for it," Nill said 
in a statement issued by the 
team. "Out of respect for him 
and his family, we will not be 
commenting on this situa-
tion further.”

The 50-year-old Mont-
gomery was in his second 
season with Dallas after 
making the rare jump from 
college coaching at the Uni-
versity of Denver. The Stars 
made the second round of 
the playoffs with their rookie 
coach.

Montgomery had two 
years left on his contract at 
$1.6 million per season.

The Stars were 17-11-
3 when Montgomery was 
fired, having recovered from 

Montgomery calls firing by 
Stars ‘appropriate,’ enters rehab

BY JANIE MCCAULEY 
AP Baseball Writer

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 
— Veteran right-hander Ty-
son Ross has reached agree-
ment on a $1.75 million minor 
league contract with the San 
Francisco Giants that includes 
an invitation to big league 
camp at spring training.

A person with direct knowl-
edge of the deal confirmed 
that Ross was set to join San 
Francisco, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity to The 
Associated Press on Friday 
because the contract wasn't 
yet official.

Ross can earn up to another 
$1.75 million in performance 
bonuses for games started and 
a potential $500,000 for relief 
appearances.

The 32-year-old Ross, a 
2014 All-Star with San Diego, 
returns home to his native Bay 
Area once again. He was born 
in Berkeley and pitched for 
the University of California 
before being selected by the 
Oakland Athletics in the sec-
ond round of the 2008 ama-
teur draft.

Hampered by injuries in re-
cent years, Ross went 1-5 with 
a 6.11 ERA over seven starts 
last season for Detroit but 
didn't pitch again after May 10 
because of a season-ending el-
bow injury. He also dealt with 
a stiff neck.

He will join his sixth major 
league club entering his 11th 
season. USA Today first re-
ported Ross' pending signing 
Friday.

a dismal 1-7-1 start by going 
14-1-1. They have since gone 
6-3-1 under interim coach 
Rick Bowness and entered 
Friday's games in third place 
in the Central Division.

Right-hander Tyson Ross, 
Giants reach 1-year deal



12A |  SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 2020    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netYEAR IN PHOTOS

2019: a photographic review

File Photo/The Prairie Press

Tri-County’s Tayler Barry, 1, makes a move to the basket during the IHSA Class 1A state tourney 
semi-final. Tri-County lost the state championship game by one point 64-63.

File Photo/The Prairie Press

Crosspoint Apostolic Sanctuary built a church in 24 hours during August with the help of volunteers from across the country.

File Photo/The Prairie Press

The Paris Lady Tigers captured their second consecutive Little Illini Conference tourney title in 
January with a tough victory over Olney. Team members, front row, from left, are Jenna Gates, 
Emilee Roush, Brooklyn Westerfield, Karrington Krabel, Kelsey Crampton and Katelyn Littleton. 
Second row, from left, assistant Dan Gates, Madyson Rigdon, Kylie Arnett, Emma Henderson, 
Chloe Noel, Jaiden McClaskey, Sarah Isaf, Coach Dave Tingley and assistant Missy Tingley.

File Photo/The Prairie Press
A July 11 groundbreaking celebrated the construction of a new Hampton Inn Hotel. Left to right: 
Linda Lane, Paris Area Chamber of Commerce; Kirk Gadberry, North American Lighting; Spencer 
Russell, First Mid Bank; Jake Horve, project manager Horve Construction; Steve Horve, owner 
Horve Construction; Keith Montgomery, project manager Horve Construction; Craig Smith, Paris 
mayor; Bob Colvin, PEDCO; and Ollie Smith, Horizon Health.

File Photo/The Prairie Press

Mike Henness’ last day with the Paris Police Department was 
May 4. He retired after a 30-year career that was mostly spent 
in patrol, and he served as police chief since September 2015.

File Photo/The Prairie Press

Physical Therapy assistant student Jenna Lawson demonstrates 
the Scifit StepOne recumbent stepper in the new Horizon Health 
Physical Therapy Building on the campus of the Paris Commu-
nity Hospital. The physical therapy, sleep study and related 
departments are now in the new building full-time.

File Photo/The Prairie Press

Julee Dennis rolls up to the finish line after riding 12.4 miles in 
the first Eiffel Tower Triathlon at Paris. The event was so succes-
ful it is being repeated  June 13.

File Photo/The Prairie Press

Rosemary Ogle’s last day as an Edgar County Red Cross volun-
teer was March 25, ending an involvement thar spanned more 
than 50 years.

File Photo/The Prairie Press

Stephanie Bowyer, left, and her father, Jeff Bowyer, right, 
attended the Shiloh school district’s 50th anniversary and 
examine an old Shiloh yearbook among the many other items 
depicting the school and its happenings over the last half-cen-
tury. Jeff Bowyer was a member of the school’s first freshman 
class and is a 1972 Shiloh graduate. Stephanie Bowyer graduat-
ed from Shiloh in 2002. 

File Photo/The Prairie Press

The Lady Tigers 13-2 victory over Red Hill set a new school record of 22 wins in a single season.  
The previous record of 21 wins on a single season was set in 2007. Front row (L to R): Karley 
Moore, Kit Strow, Sami Potter, Carlei Sapp, Whitney Todd, Abby Blystone, Isabel Peso-Macias. 
Back row (L to R): Kaitlyn Mathews, Kelsie Dosch, Madyson Collier, Sara Burger, Sydney Fox, 
Brooklyn Westerfield, Maddie Pearson, Abby Boyars, Kendall Mathews, Aubrey Huffman, Alex 
Wininger
 

File Photo/The Prairie Press

Precision Tires Plus at the corner of Crawford and High streets had a grand opening Tuesday, Oct. 
22. An extension of Precision Collision at another location, the new building offers a variety of 
automotive services.

File Photo/The Prairie Press

The family of 2019 Parisian Award recipient Terry Elston was 
present for the celebration March 23, at the Tingley Reception 
Center. Pictured, from left are daughter and son-in-law Elliott 
and Kristin Booe, Elston and his wife, Melodie and daughter 
Kaitlin Temples holding her daughter, Greysen with husband 
Dalten Temples. Elston was honored for his work not only with 
PEDCO and the ECCEL Academy but his support of all things 
youth and Paris.
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For those thinking about planning 
a girls' trip with their best friends, 
science says get that planning together 
as soon as possible. 

Research supports 
that taking a trip with 
friends can actually 
improve one’s mental 
health and long-term 
happiness. For parents 
or grandparents, it’s 
no secret maintaining 
mental soundness is 
more important, and 
more challenging, 
than ever. 

It’s time to Skype with those best 
buds, line up childcare if needed, pack 
the bags and get away for sanity's sake.

I’ve always been envious of my 
friend Kathy Z. who has a couple of 
groups of friends she gets together 
with in a variety of settings — cruises, 
at a Florida condo or in a mutually 
agreeable city. I’ve seen the pictures of 
and heard the laughter on the videos 
posted online. I keep thinking, “Why 
am I not doing this?”

Most already know that hanging 
out with friends feels great, but now 
there's science that explains why. In 
2016, researchers found evidence that 
hanging out with friends, which they 
call peaceful associations, increases the 
production of oxytocin, the hormone 
that floods our bodies when we're hap-
py. Oxytocin is released during positive 
social bonding experiences — hello, 
girls' trip — and can make people 
more trusting, generous and friendly. 

Need more proof of the significance 
of a girls' getaway? Research conducted 
at Michigan State University in 2017 
reinforced the importance of main-
taining long-term friendships. In a pair 
of studies involving almost 280,000 
people, researcher William Chopik 
found friendships become an even 
more important predictor of happiness 

and health as we get older, even out-
pacing the importance of relationships 
with family members. The research 
concluded that friendships predict 
both day-to-day happiness and how 
long we'll live more than both spousal 
and family relationships.

When I was visiting Kathy Z. in 
North Carolina in early December, 
we spent an entire day with one of 
her besties from that area, Cheryl. We 
had never really spent a lot of time 
together but Cheryl and I both realized 
we enjoyed each other’s company and 
friendship. Before I left Mills River, 
we three were scheming about doing 
something together.

So here's the takeaway: plan that trip 
with friends now, even if one or more 
can't actually get away until 12 months 
from now. All the better if planned 
with women who are really loved and 
trusted, who return the same feeling; 
women with whom there is a history, 
or as science might say, long-term 
peaceful and positive associations. And 
when a spouse questions why one is 
taking time away from the family or 
spending money on a pricey flight, 
tell him that science recommends it to 
make one a happier partner, parent and 
person.

So the next question is: where to go? 
I have some suggestions.

WACO, TEXAS
Anyone who watches HGTV knows 

“Fixer-Upper” and Chip and Joanna 
Gaines. Waco and everything Magno-
lia Market and the show is perfect for a 
chick trip. There are plenty of places to 
stay from AirBNB’s to bed and break-
fasts to retreats and hotels. Choose 
what best fits the group’s vibe. I have 
my eye on the Gathering Oaks retreat.

There’s plenty to see and do in Waco 
but heading for the Magnolia Market at 
the Silos is tops on my list. Shopping, 
games, the garden and several food 
trucks serving a little bit of everything 
to guests visiting from all of the U.S. — 
and the world.

The Silos Baking Co. is filled with 
baked goods made from Joanna 
Gaines’ personal recipes including The 
Silos Cookie and The Prize Pig — a 
bacon and cheddar biscuit.

In addition to all things Magnolia, 
there are other great shops in the area 
including Harp Design Co., featuring 
handmade wood furniture and tables, 
The Findery Waco and The Waco Hip-
podrome, an entertainment venue.

WACO UP AND SMELL THE FLOWERS, TRAVELERS

Special to The Prairie Press

Magnolia Market at the Silos is a must stop for anyone visiting Waco, Texas. It  features a variety of food and shopping expe-
riences.

Girls’ trips are beneficial

Home DNA test kits have 
become a popular holiday 
gift. They might seem like the 
perfect holiday gift, but risk 
people's privacy while offering 
minimal medical benefits. 

Toys come marked with 
suggested ages for safety. 
Home DNA tests should be 
marked in bold “Use at Your 
Own Risk.” We’re still in the 
infancy where legal and eth-
ical rules lag behind. Illinois’ 
Genetic Information Privacy 
Act started Jan. 1. It requires 
written permission that results 
can be shared, which is a right 
most people regularly give 
away when submitting the 
sample for testing. 

 Exposing the DNA in our 
cells is easy. Put a cheek swab 
into water with a little dish 
soap or meat tenderizer to 
dissolve cell membranes and 
the DNA is released. The long 
delicate white strands float and 
are easy to see. Add a bio-
chemical enzyme mix to chop 
the DNA up into segments 
and then read specific markers. 

It is easy, fast and cheap. 
A full 20,000-gene human 
genome can be mapped for 
$2,000 in a day. Home kit 
companies take shortcuts and 
only read a few dozen sections 
to create a report based on 
similarity to others in the 
database. The bigger the pop-
ulation sample the better the 
results. A western European 
will get better results than a 

Rwandan. It can be done in a 
couple hours for under $50.

 Elizabeth Warren’s feud 
with President Trump over 
her Native American ancestry 
claim was settled when she 
had a complete sequence 
done. It showed at most a 
1/64 match but today most 
European-Americans average 
98.6 percent European, 0.19 
percent African and 0.18 per-
cent Native American. Warren 
has no more than the average 
European American. 

 Sites like 23andMe, 
Ancestory.com, and HomeD-
NA offer test kits starting at 
under $75. A recent marketing 
campaign got the attention of 
military leadership. Military 
personnel were receiving dis-
count coupons and last week 
the Pentagon sent memos 
directing soldiers to steer clear 
of home DNA testing. The 
largely unregulated market 
falls under the Food and 
Drug Administration, not the 
medical community governed 
by HIPPA privacy. 

 The Golden State Killer was 
a serial killer between 1976 
and 1986. He burglarized, 
raped and killed dozens of 
people, terrorizing communi-
ties and taunting police. After 
30 years of no progress, the 
authorities arrested Joseph 
James DeAngelo in 2018. The 
cold case was solved by up-
loading an old DNA sample to 
the website GEDMatch where 

police identified four distant 
relatives. This site is openly 
searchable and the relatives 

didn’t even 
know the 
killer. 

Police 
constructed 
family trees 
giving them 
suspects 
by genetic 
association. 
They secretly 
followed a 
high proba-
bility suspect 

waiting for him to discard an 
item with DNA. The item was 
retrieved from the trash and 
tested against an old crime 
scene sample. The sequences 
lined up, and they arrested 
him. Clever detective work 
but did they violate his Fourth 
Amendment rights? 

 It’s only a matter of time 
until we are all profiled. DNA 
collection is mandatory in all 
50 states for certain felony 
crimes, 47 states require DNA 
samples to be taken from all 
convicted felons and Califor-
nia mandates all suspects must 
submit to DNA testing even 
before conviction. 

In addition, there are the 
millions lining up to willingly 
send their DNA for sequenc-
ing and cataloging. This data is 
stored in computer databases 
not requiring high security. If a 
foreign government can hack 

an email server then hacking 
a database with names and 
DNA profiles is vastly more 
valuable.

 The home DNA business 
model maximizes profit. The 
DNA one submits for analysis 
is usually resold. The compa-
nies sell to the big pharmaceu-
tical companies developing 
new medicines. With access 
to large population DNA data 
sets, researchers can analyze 
the percentages with specific 
markers and use it as part of 
the testing procedures. The 
home DNA testing companies 
claim to keep the information 
anonymous, but being anony-
mous is becoming impossible. 
Someday there will be no Jane 
Does. 

 Privacy and protection 
from legal harassment was a 
cornerstone in founding the 
United States. The Fourth 
Amendment guarantees 
protection from unreasonable 
search and seizure, requiring a 
warrant with probable cause. 
These are always subjective de-
cisions and many of us forfeit 
the right anyway. 

Congress took a step 
forward by passing the 2008 
Genetic Information Non-
discrimination Act (GINA), 
which prevents an employer or 
health insurer from discrim-
inating against Americans 
based on genetic information. 
Yet, there are huge loopholes. 

Home DNA tests compa-

nies state they will not share 
DNA unless the customer 
explicitly consents, but 23and-
Me shows over 80 percent 
check the box saying they 
agree, which opens the door to 
monetizing personal data. The 
competitors are no different. 
One’s genetic profile is sold to 
the highest bidder. 23andMe 
has a $300 million deal with 
GlaxoSmithKline. The biggest 
buyer of Ancestry's data is 
Calico Life Sciences, a com-
pany funded by Silicon Valley 
billionaires.

 Health insurance com-
panies cannot discriminate 
on genetic tests but genetic 
privacy laws do not apply to 
life, long-term care or disabil-
ity insurers. These companies 
are permitted to access genetic 
data and charge people higher 
rates or deny coverage based 
on their findings. 

 Federal law prohibits hiring 
discrimination based on sex, 
age or health of applicants 
so they don’t ask; but every 
interviewer figures it out using 
graduation dates and other 
references. Current practice 
is to search social media for 
details on applicants. Future 
practice may include searching 
for health risk or tolerance for 
sleep deprivation as part of the 
hiring process. 

 As the data profile on 
each of us grows it becomes 
impossible to be anonymous. 
Adoptees are finding bio-

logical parents by searching 
DNA databases. Sperm donor 
babies are finding the male 
donor who once thought he 
would always be anonymous. 
A foreign government can 
identify undercover operatives 
and find family members to 
threaten as part of torture. 
Throughout history ethnic 
cleansing and elimination of 
entire populations has been an 
obsession.  Hacking a DNA 
database could provide a hit 
list with names, addresses and 
tolerance to poisons.

 Scientists can show 
genetically that 1 in 200 men 
today are direct descendants 
of Genghis Khan. He spread 
his seed, not always willing-
ly, across much of Asia and 
Europe 800 years ago. It’s an 
interesting fact, but facts can 
be used for good or for bad. 

Elizabeth Warren’s public 
belittling hurt her, but there 
are much greater dangers. It 
will be a few years until we 
get past the Wild West era 
of genetic testing. The Latin 
term caveat emptor — let the 
buyer beware  — certainly 
applies to home-DNA testing.

 (Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

Pentagon orders service personnel not to use home DNA test kits

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

Special to The Prairie Press

The Flat Irons are the geological identity of Boulder, Colo. Visitors can admire the 
sandstone formation from every imaginable angle in the city or opt to hike the 
formation on one of many trails starting at the Meadows.

NANCY
ZEMAN
LIVING IN  
EDGAR COUNTY

See ZEMAN, Page 2B

Corn Mill was a peaceful 
little village smack in 
the middle of Buckeye 
Township, 
population 
200 or 
there-
abouts.  
Like most 
villages 
back 
in1952, it 
featured a 
water tow-
er, a grain 
elevator 
visible for 10 miles on the 
level prairie, a grade school, 
Smiley’s Restaurant, a small 
grocery store that doubled 
as a post office, and Elmer’s 
Garage and Welding Shop.  
Add a red brick church with 
a tall steeple, plus a bunch 
of cozy houses, and that was 
about it.  Didn’t amount to 
much, but good friendly 
working people kept it clean 
and functioning.

Now 1952 was really 
special because Buckeye 
formed a volunteer fire de-
partment that year.  Right 
next to the grocery store in 
Corn Mill was a newly re-
modeled concrete building 
with a small, framed tower 
on top.

That was the fire station.  
Atop the tower was a siren 
that could be heard for 
miles on a quiet day.  That 
would be the fire whistle, 
y’know, to alert the volun-
teers.  Predictably, nestled 
in restful sleep inside the 
building was a beautiful, 
brand-new, red fire truck 
ready to roar to sudden life 
if needed.

The village had been 
promised the new truck 
in August, but manufac-
turers of fire apparatus are 
notorious for late deliv-
eries.  This one arrived in 
December.  Volunteers had 
been organized for months, 
but with no equipment.  
They just sat around at their 
monthly meetings and 
socialized.  They did elect 
a chief, a local carpenter 
named John Roy Felix 
Keester.  The township 
trustees had ordered 15 sets 
of turnout gear for them, 
first-rate helmets, coats, 
gloves, trousers, suspend-
ers, boots and flashlights.  
Each firefighter’s gear hung 
suspended on a wall hook 
in the station.

When the fully equipped 
fire truck was eventually 
delivered, only one fireman, 
the chief, was available to 

Buckeye  
Township’s 
fire truck

See CODGER, Page 9B

ALLEN
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

BLOOMINGTON — 
Seventy percent of U.S. 
farmland will likely change 
hands during the next two 
decades. With estimates as 
high as half of American 
farmers operating without 
an estate plan, Illinois Farm 
Bureau (IFB) and COUN-
TRY Financial are set to 
provide valuable Farm Leg-
acy Seminars to aid them as 
plans are made for the next 
generation.

The two organizations 
are hosting three farm leg-
acy information meetings 
in February. The seminars 
will provide current and 
prospective IFB members 
and COUNTRY Financial 
clients with tools, protec-
tion and ongoing support 
essential to legacy planning, 
in order to allow them to 
keep their farm in the family 
amid today’s financial chal-
lenges.

“Illinois farm families 
face a series of issues, in-
cluding rising costs in ag-
riculture and surviving 
financial stress year to year, 
that may pull their focus 
away from planning for the 
future of the farm,” said IFB 
President Richard Guebert 
Jr. “This meeting series will 
realign that focus in sharing 
the resources and knowl-
edge they need to have 
those conversations and 
preserve their farm legacy.” 

Each meeting will in-
clude a keynote presenta-
tion by Ron Hanson, Har-
lan agribusiness professor 
emeritus at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln and 
professional speaker on 
farm legacy planning. 

“It is never too early for 
farm family members to 
begin a legacy planning 
process for their farm,” said 
Hanson. “Most often, farm 
families make the mistake of 
waiting until it is too late or 
after something unexpect-
ed happens. That is never 
the best time to make good 
objective decisions. It’s im-
portant to develop and im-
plement a business succes-
sion plan now to continue 
a family farming legacy for 
future generations.”

Hanson has been a re-
cipient of 31 university and 
national awards through-
out his 46-year agribusi-
ness teaching and advising 

Farm Bureau 
and Country 
financial host 
farm legacy 
seminars  

See SEMINAR, Page 2B
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

Retail Retail Meat Meat 

CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

SAUSAGE
$3.29$3.29/lb/lb

Lincoln Trail Family Restaurant
Lincoln Trail State Park

217-826-8831

January January 
Wine Wine & Dine& Dine  

January 14,  6-9 p.m.
JOIN US FOR GREAT FOOD AND GREAT FELLOWSHIP AS YOU 

ENJOY A  4-COURSE PLATED MEAL WITH WINE PAIRINGS 
CREATED BY CHEF KYLE POSEY 

Seating is limited.  
Reservations required

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

Irish Highlights
Self-Drive from $949

CALL 855-204-8225
Book your dream Irish adventure today!

Drive the iconic Ring of Kerry 
or sample whiskey in 
Tullamore. Explore the 
Emerald Isle your way with 
go-today. Call now!

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — Begin-
ning Jan. 1 the Illinois De-
partment on Aging (IDoA) 
implemented new annual 
income limits, making it pos-
sible for more individuals to 
qualify for the Secretary of 
State License Plate Discount, 
Seniors Ride Free Transit 
Benefit and Persons with Dis-
abilities Free Transit Ride.

“Taking care of Illinois’ 
most vulnerable seniors is at 
the core of our values, and 
working with the General 
Assembly, we expanded ser-
vices to even more vulnerable 
older adults,” said Governor 
JB Pritzker. “I’m proud that Il-

linois is moving forward and 
restoring key services, and 
assistance for seniors means 
that they won’t be forgotten.” 

Paula Basta, Director of 
IDoA, added the new ben-
efit limits support some of 
the state’s most vulnerable 
residents by assisting them in 
their transportation needs.

Specifically, as part of the 
bipartisan budget implemen-
tation bill, SB 1814, which 
was passed in May by the 
General Assembly and signed 
into law by Pritzker in June, 
it is now easier for some to 
receive benefits from the 
Benefit Access Program, the 
formal name of the program 
that includes the Secretary of 
State License Plate Discount, 
Seniors Ride Free Transit 
Benefit and Persons with Dis-
abilities Free Transit Ride. 
Any application submitted 
Jan. 1 through April 15 will 
continue to use 2018 income 

but will be subjected to the 
new income limits. Applica-
tions submitted on or after 
April 16, 2020 must use 2019 
income to file. 

If an applicant applied in 
2019 and was denied based 
on 2018 income using the 
current income limits, they 
have an opportunity to re-ap-
ply. Once approved, benefits 
are valid for two years. 

The increase in income 
eligibility limitations reflect 
the annual cost of living ad-
justment in Social Security 
and supplemental security 
income benefits. The average 
annual Social Security income 
in Illinois is $17,470 annually. 
Without Social Security, it is 
estimated that an additional 
36 percent of older Illinoisans 
would fall into poverty. There 
has not been an increase in 
income eligibility limitations 
in the Benefit Access Program 
since 2010. 

In Fiscal Year 2019, the de-
partment received more than 
126,180 applications, com-
pared to 75,288 applications 
in 2006, which was the first 
year IDoA made the applica-
tion available online.

To determine eligibility 
for these benefits, individuals 
must submit a Benefit Ac-
cess Application online. Visit 
www.illinois.gov/aging/, and 
click on the "Benefit Access" 
tab near the top. Paper appli-
cations are not available. 

Individuals who don’t have 
access to a computer are en-
couraged to contact a local 
Area Agency on Aging, visit 
a local senior center, public 
library or community center. 
For assistance locating an 
Area Agency on Aging of-
fice or a local senior center, 
please call the IDoA Senior 
HelpLine at 1-800-252-8966 
(hearing impaired call 1-888-
206-1327).

Pritzker expands benefits to more seniors  
Adjustments made 
in income eligibility 
allow more people to 
qualify for benefits

CHARLESTON, S.C.
I’m not sure one can find 

a city more full of history, 
great food and shopping than 
Charleston. A visitor can 
spend the entire day walking 
around Riley Waterfront 
Park, City Market, Rainbow 
Row and Boone Hall plan-
tation. 

This city lends itself to 
walking. If the walking gets 
too much, it is always possible 
to get on board one of the 
horse drawn carriage tours 
which are worth every penny. 

There are plenty of places 
to stay and visit including 
Sullivan Island or Folly Beach 
as well as an historic harbor 
cruise, an historical walking 
tour, Patriots Point and a trip 
to Fort Sumpter National 
Monument.

NEW ORLEANS, LA.
For those seeking a non-

stop party, New Orleans is 
definitely the place to be. 
Everyone knows the Big 
Easy is the place to hear good 
music, eat and drink. There 

ZEMAN
FROM PAGE 1B

are plenty of boutique hotels 
— some with rooftop bars 
and pools — and is perfect 
for a group of friends looking 
to have a good time.

BOULDER, COLO.
Boulder is the best, plain 

and simple. Take a drive 
up Flagstaff Mountain for 
a picture at the Lost Gulch 
Lookout then check out the 
street performers on Pearl 
Street and walk the pedestrian 
mall to check out the unique 
shops. 

Boulder's beloved Flatirons 
— those slanting, massive 
slabs of sandstone that form 
Boulder's backdrop from just 
about any angle — tend to 
have a slightly mystical effect 
on visitors. I’m willing to bet a 
first time visitor will be drawn 

Special to The Prairie Press

Pearl Street in Boulder, Colo., is a pedestrian mall featuring 
boutiques, street performers and other entertainment.

career. Following Hanson’s 
talk, farm legacy planning sup-
port will be explained and of-
fered by COUNTRY Financial 
Specialists and Planning Sup-
port Manager, Joe Buhrmann. 

“Legal documents and ad-
equate protection are a solid 
start to the conversation,” said 
Buhrmann. “Equally import-
ant, though is having the entire 
family take part in the con-
versation. Having a plan will 
ensure that what you want to 
have happen will happen.  At 
COUNTRY, our team of plan-
ning professionals have been 
helping farming families keep 
the farm in the family for over 
50 years. What you’ve built 

with your hands, your head 
and your heart is too important 
to leave to chance.”

Meetings are set to take 
place in northern, central and 
southern Illinois. The 2-hour 
seminars start at 5 p.m. and 
include dinner. Dates and loca-
tions are: 
Feb. 25 — Hickory Grove 

Banquet and Conference Cen-
ter, Rochelle
Feb. 26 — I-Hotel and 

Conference Center, Cham-
paign
Feb. 27 — Kokopelli Golf 

Club, Marion
Registration for the events 

is now open to current and 
prospective IFB members and 
COUNTRY Financial clients. 
To register, visit www.ilfb.org/
farmplanning

SEMINAR
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Dec. 23 blood drive in 
Paris collected 45 units.

A special feature of the 
drive was Kelly Kaufman 
of the American Red Cross 
honoring Bruce Wilkin with 
a certificate and box of candy 
for more than 20 years of vol-
unteering at the local blood 
drive. The Dec. 23 drive was 
Wilkin’s last.

Volunteers helping at the 
event were: Everett Lau, Bet-
ty Ray, Bev Quinn, Bruce 
Wilkin, Vicki Wilson and 
Nancy Englebright. 

Lions Club members Brad 
Cash and Dan and Velda Vice 
helped with unloading and 
loading equipment.

The concession area was 
operated by St. Mary’s Altar 
Society with donations from 
Monical’s and McDonald’s.

The next blood draw is Jan. 
27 at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall. To make an appoint-
ment to donate or volunteer 
to work call Englebright at 
275-3434. Appointments to 
donate blood are not required 
and walk-ins are always wel-
come.

Paris blood 
drive results

to them, and the Chautau-
qua area affords the best 
way to get a closer look. 
Gaze up at them from 
the hiking area's beautiful 
meadow, where dozens 
of trails lead off into the 
foothills, then hike right up 
into the Flatirons to seek 
a bit more exercise and 
adventure.

Don’t forget Celestial 
Seasonings. There are free 
tours on the hour daily to 
the largest tea manufactur-
er in North America.

Don’t delay any longer, 
get the friends on the 
phone and start planning.

(Nancy Zeman is the pub-
lisher and part-owner of The 
Prairie Press. Email her at 
nzeman@prairiepress.net.)
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MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net



SATURDAY,  
JANUARY 4, 2020 3B

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Free Kids Vitamins
for a head start 

on 

Nutrition
Come see us for details!

Free Kids Vitamins

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
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The release of the biograph-
ical drama film “Richard Jew-
ell,” directed by produced by 
Clint Eastwood, has stirred 
interest in how an innocent 
security guard’s life was ruined 
when he was wrongly accused 
of carrying out a bombing.

Jewell found a bomb and 
alerted authorities to evacu-
ate — only to later be wrong-
ly accused of having placed it 
himself. 

The three pipe bombs that 
went off in the Centenni-
al Olympic Park, killed two 
people and injured 111. The 
man behind the bombing was 
29-year-old Eric Rudolph, a 
terrorist who went on to carry 
out three more bombings over 
the next year and a half. But in 
order to catch him, the federal 
government and local law en-

forcement had to change how 
they worked. It wasn't until 
they increased collaboration 
on domestic terrorism that Ru-
dolph was finally captured — 
nearly seven years later.

Like Timothy McVeigh, 
who bombed Oklahoma City 
in 1995, Rudolph was former 
military and a far-right extrem-
ist who turned to violence. Ru-
dolph bombed the Olympics 
because, as he later said in a 
statement, he wanted to em-
barrass the United States on 
the world stage for legalizing 
abortion. 

In January and February 
1997, he bombed an abortion 
clinic and a gay nightclub in 
the Atlanta area, injuring 11 
people. In January 1998, he 
bombed another abortion clin-
ic in Birmingham, Ala., serious-
ly injuring a nurse and killing a 
police officer—making it the 

first deadly abortion clinic 
bombing in U.S. history.

Although Rudolph acted 
alone, he was part of a growing 
trend of violent far-right ex-
tremism in the 1980s and ’90s. 
This type of extremism was 
on the federal government’s 
radar, but at the time, local law 
enforcement didn’t necessarily 
see attacks on abortion clinics 
and a major sporting event as 
part of a larger picture of do-
mestic terrorism.

“The entire mindset in the 
United States was terrorism 
was not terrorism unless it was 
foreign,” said Malcolm Nance, 
who has spent decades training 
local law enforcement in coun-
terterrorism and is the execu-
tive director of TAPSTRI. “It 
was just sort of like domestic 
terrorism in the United States 
was so anecdotal that it was to 
be ignored.”

One of the tragedies of the 
Atlanta bombing is security 
guard Richard Jewell, who dis-
covered Rudolph’s bomb and 
saved lives by starting an evacu-
ation, became the main suspect 
for the first three months after 
the bombing. The false theory 
Jewell had planted the bomb to 
make himself a hero made the 
bombing seem like an isolated 
incident, rather than one in a 
series of terrorist bombings.

The real bomber didn’t be-
come a suspect until 1998. 
In January of that year, a pre-
med student named Jermaine 
Hughes witnessed Rudolph’s 
bombing at the Birmingham 
abortion clinic and noticed as 
people ran toward the scene 
to help, there was one man — 
Rudolph — who was walking 
away. Hughes and a lawyer 
named Jeff Tickal both fol-
lowed Rudolph and helped 

identify his appearance and li-
cense plate.

Soon after his identification, 
Rudolph fled into the woods 
of North Carolina. The FBI 
put Rudolph on its Ten Most 
Wanted list that May; and in 
October, authorities formally 
charged him with the bomb-
ings at the Olympics, the At-
lanta abortion clinic and the 
gay nightclub. But Rudolph 
continued to evade capture for 
nearly five years, living in the 
woods and relying on the help 
of friends sympathetic to his 
extremist ideology.

To catch Rudolph required 
a new type of collaboration 
between local law enforcement 
and federal bureaus like the 
FBI and the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives. This began in earnest 
after the attacks on Sept. 11, 

Hunting a serial bomber
The search for the real Atlanta Bomber took nearly seven years, changed anti-terrorism

DECADE MARKED BY TERRORISM, THE FIGHT AGAINST IT

Special to The Prairie Press

There were major terror attacks abroad and in the U.S., including a Wal-Mart in Texas and near the finish line of the Boston 
Marathon during the decade. Operations forces took down two major leaders of Islamic terrorism, 9/11 mastermind Osama 
Bin Laden and ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.

See BOMBER, Page 4B
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A well-groomed, staid 
British family sit around the 
breakfast table. Two young 
adult children and their 
middle-aged parents are 
dressed formally, without a 
hair out of place. In a high-
pitched voice, the mother 
tells a funny story about her 
great-great-grandmother, 
while everyone listens with 
their backs remarkably 
straight. 

But this is no ordinary 
English family. The story-
teller is Queen Elizabeth II, 
and the subject of her tale is 
Queen Victoria. The scene 
was one part of a 105-min-
ute color documentary 
named simply, “Royal 
Family,” that was broadcast 
across England on June 21, 
1969. 

The concept behind the 
documentary was to soften 
and modernize the royal 
image. But members of the 
royal family, including the 
Queen, were reportedly du-
bious about the idea from 
the start. After its premiere, 
Buckingham Palace greatly 
limited the film’s circulation, 
at least in its entire form.

It was Lord Brabourne, 
the son-in-law of the royal 
cousin Lord Mountbatten, 
who suggested using the 
medium of television to 
provide the Queen’s sub-
jects a sense of her personal-
ity. By the 1960s, the times 
were rapidly changing, and 
the shy, dutiful Queen and 
her young family were seen 
as increasingly irrelevant. A 
TV special, Brabourne sug-
gested, could also introduce 
British subjects to 21-year-
old Prince Charles, ahead 
of his investiture as Prince 
of Wales. 

At the urging of Palace 
press officer William Hes-
eltine, Prince Philip agreed. 
The Queen cautiously gave 
her consent, while other 
family members were de-
cidedly not on board.

But the Mountbatten 
camp won the day and film-
ing began in 1968. Richard 
Cawston, the chief of the 
BBC Documentary unit, 
was put in charge of shoot-
ing the royals at work and 
play. For months, he shot 
43 hours of unscripted ma-
terial at Buckingham Palace, 
Windsor Castle, on the roy-
al yacht, the royal train and 
even at the Queen’s beloved 
Balmoral Castle in Scot-
land.

More than 30 million 
viewers in Britain alone 
viewed the premiere. It was 
said that during an intermis-
sion, toilets flushed all over 
London, causing a water 
shortage.

Less than a month later, 
on July 1, Prince Charles 
was invested at Caernarvon 
Castle in a carefully filmed 
spectacle organized by the 
photographer Lord Snow-
don, Princess Margaret’s 
soon to be ex-husband. 

This double whammy 
of royal TV was seen by 
some as a rousing success. 
“It redefined the nation’s 
view of the Queen,” Paul 
Moorhouse, former curator 
of the National Portrait Gal-
lery, told Daily Telegraph in 
2011.

A 1969 
biopic 
tried to 
humanize 
the Royals
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The decade began amid the chaotic 
wake of a global financial crisis, and 
ended with the impeachment of a U.S. 
president. The growing use of social 
media fueled mass protest movements, 
bringing millions of people together 
around the globe in pursuit of com-
mon objectives. Britain saw a new 
generation of royals emerge, countries 
around the world passed laws legaliz-
ing same-sex marriage, a U.S. president 
was impeached by the House of Repre-
sentatives and a beloved baseball team 
ended a 108-year-long dry spell by 
winning a World Series. 

From politics to culture to sports 
and beyond, here are 14 events, 
achievements, tragedies and otherwise 
memorable moments that stood out 
during the 2010s. 

OCCUPY WALL STREET 
Around 1,000 people marched 

through the streets of New York City’s 
Financial District in September 2011 
under an Occupy Wall Street banner. 
The protesters condemned corporate 
greed, income inequality and the cor-
rosive influence of money in politics 
and called for an overhaul of what 
they saw as a failing financial system. 
Like the Arab Spring, a wave of pop-
ulist uprisings against authoritarian 
regimes in the Middle East that began 
that same year, the Occupy Wall Street 
movement spread via social media. 
Thousands more people showed up to 
join the sit-in in Zuccotti Park, near the 
New York Stock Exchange, and similar 
protests launched in dozens of cities 

across the country. 

BLACK LIVES MATTER 
In 2013, three black female activists 

started using the social media hashtag 
#BlackLivesMatter in response to the 
acquittal of George Zimmerman, who 
shot and killed an unarmed black 
teen, Trayvon Martin, the previous 
year. Drawing inspiration from the 
civil rights and Black Power move-
ments of the 1960s and Occupy Wall 

Street, among other social justice cam-
paigns, the Black Lives Matter move-
ment gained more attention in 2014 
and 2015, when rioting followed the 
deaths of several black men who were 
killed by police. The slogan's promi-
nence throughout the decade helped 
bring racial injustice into the spotlight 
and cement the growing role of social 
media in modern-day activist move-
ments. 

Major events of the 2010s

Special to The Prairie Press

A young boy is comforted outside Sandy Hook Elementary School after a shooting 
in Newtown, Conn., Dec. 14, 2012. Young children and teachers were killed in the 
attack and other attacks followed in Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Fla., an historic black church in Charleston, S.C., and a country music 
festival in Las Vegas.

See DECADE, Page 4B

I have three meaningful 
words that I use many 
times each day, “Where’s 
my glass-
es?”

I have 
worn 
glasses 
ever since 
I was a 
teenager, 
mostly for 
reading 
and while 
I was a 
student to 
see the blackboard. One of 
the problems I have always 
had is I prefer to not wear 
them all the time. 

I don’t need them to 
pass a drivers test, but if 
I drive at night I do need 
them so I can see more 
distinctly. I wore them 
extensively when I went to 
college to prevent getting 
headaches from all the 
eye straining I did when 
I read a lot. Now I have a 
headache if I don’t wear 
them, but not because of 
eyestrain, but because I 
can’t figure out where I left 
them. 

At home I have three 
places I usually put them 
when I don’t need them. 

I don’t wear them when 
I write on the computer 
keyboard so I usually put 
them on a shelf next to the 
computer. Usually when I 
drive I wear them, especial-
ly when the sun is bright or 
the ground is covered with 
snow because the lenses 
darken in brightly lighted 
areas. When I come in 
from putting the car up I 
usually put the glasses on a 
little stand with my billfold 
and keys, but not always. I 
sometimes put them next 
to the remote that closes 
the garage door especially 
when I actually close the 
door. 

Many times when Rosie 
and I come in we are car-
rying packages and taking 
off our coats and I get so 
involved in those things I 
leave the garage door open. 
What is aggravating about 

Where’s 
my 
glasses? 

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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2001, when federal officials 
started to share information 
with local law enforcement 
about extremist ideology 
and the whereabouts and be-
haviors of people they were 
looking for. The search for 
Rudolph was one example of 
why this collaboration was 
needed. 

“I think that this is the 
beginning of the basis for 
Joint Terrorism Task Forces,” 
Nance said. “I believe that this 
created the symbiosis that ex-
ists today in the Joint Terror-
ism Task Force, where now 
local law enforcement is an 
integral part of anything that 
the FBI does.”

It was because of this col-
laboration that a rookie cop 

BOMBER
FROM PAGE 3B

DECADE
FROM PAGE 3B

2016 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
In November 2016, one 

of the most bitterly divided 
political contests in the na-
tion’s history ended when 
Republican candidate Don-
ald Trump, a businessman 
and TV personality with no 
prior experience in public 
service, won the election to 
become the 45th president 

of the United States. With 
his populist campaign and 
slogan, “Make America Great 
Again,” Trump capitalized 
on widespread discontent 
among white working-class 
voters, targeting the Wash-
ington establishment, undoc-
umented immigrants and po-
litical correctness among the 
causes of their woes. Though 
his Democratic opponent, 
Hillary Clinton, former first 
lady, New York senator and 

secretary of state and the first 
female presidential nominee 
of a major U.S. political par-
ty, won the popular vote by 
more than 2.8 million votes, 
Trump captured the elector-
al vote, 304-227. In January 
2017, the day after Trump’s 
inauguration, more than 5 
million people around the 
globe — including nearly 
500,000 in Washington, D.C. 
alone — participated in the 
Women’s March, a massive 

protest against the incoming 
administration and one of the 
largest single-day demonstra-
tions in the nation’s history. 

HAITI EARTHQUAKE
The deadliest natural disas-

ter of the decade happened in 
the first month of 2010, when 
a magnitude 7.0 earthquake 
struck the West Indian island 
of Hispaniola on the after-
noon of January 12. Followed 
by dozens of powerful after-
shocks, the quake hit hardest 
in Haiti, the poorest country 
in the western hemisphere, 
killing an estimated 200,000 
to 250,000 people and affect-
ing some 3 million. 

HURRICANES
Several massive hurricanes 

and tropical storms hit the 
United States in the 2010s, 
starting in 2012 with Sandy, 
which unleashed record-set-
ting gales and storm surges 
in the Northeast. The storm 
killed more than 230 people 
and caused some $70 billion 

in damages. In 2017, three 
major hurricanes (Harvey, 
Irma and Maria) struck Tex-
as, Florida and Puerto Rico, 
respectively, over five dev-
astating weeks. A year later, 
Michael became the first 
Category 5 hurricane to hit 
the contiguous United States 
since 1992, causing more 
than 50 deaths and $25 bil-
lion in damages on Florida’s 
Gulf Coast. 

TERRORIST ATTACKS 
During the second decade 

following 9/11, the scourge of 
terrorism continued around 
the world. There were major 
attacks at the Boston Mara-
thon; a music venue, cafes and 
restaurants in Paris, France; 
on London Bridge and a 
crowded Barcelona street; a 
nightclub in Orlando, Fla.; 
and a Wal-Mart in El Paso, 
Texas, among other plac-
es. U.S. Special Operations 
forces took down two major 
leaders of Islamic terrorism, 
9/11 mastermind Osama Bin 

Laden and ISIS leader Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi. But terror-
ism within the United States 
was on the rise, including an 
increasing number of attacks 
driven by racist, xenophobic, 
homophobic, anti-Muslim 
and/or anti-Semitic views. 

MASS SHOOTINGS 
Horrifying episodes of 

gun violence against school-
children marred the decade, 
including attacks at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School 
in Newton, Conn., Marjo-
ry Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla., and 
dozens of others. The horri-
fying spectacle of semi-auto-
matic weapons used in mass 
school shootings, as well as 
in similarly brutal attacks in 
other public venues — from 
a movie theater in Aurora, 
Colorado, to a historic black 
church in Charleston, S. C., to 
a country music festival in Las 
Vegas, Nevada — led to calls 
for increased gun legislation 
after each new tragedy. 

named Jeff Postell was able 
to identify Rudolph in May 
2003, when he noticed him 
digging through a trash can 
in Murphy, N.C. The cop 
who picked him up knew 
from briefings Rudolph was 
somewhere in the mountains 
nearby and knew he would be 
scavenging.

The need for federal and lo-
cal collaboration was not the 
only lesson learned from the 
Atlanta bombing. 

“I think it made us also look 
at the targeting of high profile 
events and athletic events 
when considering terrorist 
threats,” said Anthony Le-
mieux, lead researcher of the 
Transcultural Conflict and 
Violence Program at Georgia 
State University. 

It was also a lesson in the 
dangers of rushing to identify 

a suspect and ignoring signs 
of domestic terrorism. Nance 
notes the bombs Rudolph 
planted were similar to those 
that other far-right domestic 
terrorists had used. 

Upon announcing Ru-
dolph's arrest, Attorney Gen-
eral John Ashcroft highlighted 
the collaboration between 
federal and local investigators 
that finally led to Rudolph's 
capture. "I want to especial-
ly congratulate the local au-
thorities in Murphy, N.C., 
who with the FBI and other 
local and state law enforce-
ment throughout the country 
were able to apprehend this 
suspect," Ashcroft said. "The 
American people, most im-
portantly the victims of these 
terrorist attacks, can rest easier 
knowing that another alleged 
killer is no longer a threat."

that is Rosie will notice in the 
next hour or two that I left it 
open and then she will say, “I 
guess you wanted to let the 
birds in the garage so they will 
have shelter and decorate the 
car.” At least I know where the 
garage door is and the remote 
to close the door, which is 
unlike me losing my glasses 
all the time.

I always have good excuses 
for misplacing my glasses, 
and I think the biggest and 
best excuse is they are just 
plain bothersome. Many 
times I don’t like the pressure 
from the nosepieces or the 
earpieces. That doesn’t both-
er me so much now because 
the new glasses I have are way 
more comfortable than many 

STANLEY
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of the old ones I used to have. 
The reason I have new 

glasses has to do with me 
misplacing the darn things. 
I like to wear them when I 
mow to keep the dirt and 
grass out of my eyes and 
when the sun is shining 
very brightly. One day last 
summer I was mowing and 
I needed to work on the 
mower deck so I took off my 
glasses and put them on the 
seat of the mower. 

I have done that before, 
but I usually put them into 
the hat I am wearing so, I 
won’t lose them or sit on 
them. I did that once last 
year and I put on the straw 
hat and I didn’t realize the 
glasses were still in the hat. 
About and hour later I felt 
something funny in my hair 
and I took the hat off to see if 
maybe a bee had got through 
one of the air-holes in my hat. 
I didn’t find an insect, but I 
did find my glasses, and they 
were O.K.

Now back to last summer 
when I left my glasses on 
the seat, I didn’t put them 
in the hat because I put my 
hat on the work bench, and I 
was getting frustrated while 
working on the mower deck 
and kind of threw the glasses 
in the seat. Well, I fixed the 

problem with the mower, 
went over and put my tools 
on the work bench, slammed 
on my hat and plopped right 
down on that seat and took 
off mowing again. 

About half an hour later I 
thought, now where are my 
glasses because that sun is 
mighty bright. I had noticed 
an uncomfortable feeling on 
my bottom, but I thought 
that was just because I had 
a handkerchief in my back 
pocket. Well, I got up and 
looked and my glasses were 
in three pieces. About $400 
later I had a pair of glasses 
that fit better, but I would 
have just put up with a 
little discomfort on my nose 
instead of a big discomfort in 
my wallet. 

Usually either Rosie or I 
will find the glasses in some 
other place in the house, in 
the car or in the truck, but I’ll 
never put them on the seat of 
my mower again. It is too bad 
that glasses are not equipped 
with a cell-phone so you 
can have someone call your 
number and the glasses will 
ring you to them. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 
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‘The battle belongs to God’
Texas church grieves, prays, sings after deadly shooting; armed members, security measures saved lives

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.christianchronicle.org

WHITE SETTLEMENT, 
Texas — The West Freeway 
Church of Christ, a close-knit 
congregation of about 280, 
didn’t get to finish its Sunday 
morning, Dec. 29, worship as-
sembly.

So Monday night — rough-
ly 30 hours after a gunman 
killed two beloved Christians 
during the Lord’s Supper be-
fore an armed member fatally 
shot him — the suburban Fort 
Worth church came together.

A standing-room-on-
ly crowd squeezed into the 
church fellowship hall, next 
door to the closed auditorium 
where the shooting occurred, 
to grieve, pray and sing “Amaz-
ing Grace,” “Precious Memo-
ries” and “It Is Well With My 
Soul.”

“What happened yesterday 
is not something that we will 
ever be able to explain,” min-
ister Britt Farmer told church 
members, who shared hugs 
and tears before the special 
gathering as canine officers 

made sure the building was 
secure.

“There is evil in this world, 
and evil took two of my dear 
friends yesterday,” Farmer 
added. “Not a bullet from a 
gun — evil. Not ideology — 
evil.”

But the preacher, occasion-
ally overcome with emotion 
making it difficult for him to 
speak, declared he would not 
let evil win.

“The battle belongs to 
God!” he said to amens and 
applause.

Farmer praised his family 
— all four of his adult chil-
dren traveled home after the 
shooting — and his spiritual 
family for the support they 
have shown him.

“You are incredible, and 
I love you, and I mean that 
from the bottom of my heart,” 
he said.

Mike Tinius, one of the 
church’s five elders, wrapped 
an arm around Farmer and led 
the church in prayer.

“With all of our hearts, 
we ache. And with all of our 

hearts, we love,” Tinius said to 
God. “What we feel as loss, we 
know is your gain. Guide us in 
how we handle the losses … 
that your way be our way.”

The elder added, “Father, 
we even grieve the soul of the 
one who wronged us.”

The gunman, identified by 
authorities as Keith Thomas 
Kinnunen, 43, slipped into the 
Sunday service wearing a long 
black wig, a fake beard and a 
bulky jacket, witnesses said.

During the Lord’s Supper, 
Kinnunen pulled out a mod-
ified, 12-gauge shotgun with 
a pistol grip, Farmer told The 
Christian Chronicle.

Farmer said the gunman’s 
motive remained unknown. 
But after seeing a photo of 
Kinnunen without his dis-
guised appearance, the minis-
ter recognized him.

“We’ve helped him on sev-
eral occasions with food,” 
Farmer said. “He gets mad 
when we won’t give him cash. 
He’s been here on multiple oc-
casions.”

Kinnunen’s first two shots 

killed deacon Anton “Tony” 
Wallace, who held a silver tray 
as he served Communion and 
church security team member 
Richard White, 67, who yelled 
“Drop it!” at the gunman as he 
reached for his own pistol.

Wallace, a father of two and 
grandfather of four, was the 
church’s deacon over commu-
nity outreach and visitation. 
He preached periodically at a 
predominantly black Church 
of Christ in Mineral Wells, 
about 45 miles west of White 
Settlement. He volunteered 
each summer at a Christian 
youth camp.

“He just loved kids,” Farm-
er said. “Tony was a joy to be 
around. He loved to sing.”

White was Farmer’s best 
friend.

“Preachers don’t get friends 
like that very often,” Farmer 
said. “He never held me to a 
higher standard.”

The two enjoyed golfing 
together, and earlier Sunday, 
White gave Farmer his Christ-
mas present.

“It was a box of golf balls, 

and the dirty dog put ‘Prop-
erty of Britt Farmer’ on them 
so if I hit them into the woods, 
somebody would know I’d 
done it,” Farmer said.

Both victims were at the 
back of the auditorium, where 
Kinnunen had taken a seat, 
gone to the restroom during 
the meet and greet time at 
the service’s start and quick-
ly drawn the attention of the 
church security team.

“When he came in, he was 
under observation. … This 
was (a case of) ‘maybe it’s 
nothing, but maybe it’s worth 
looking into,’” said church 
elder John Robertson, who 
mans the church’s video room. 
“We had put him on isolation 
on one of the cameras back 
here so we could see that he 
was behaving at the moment.

“So when he got up be-
tween the bread and the cup, 
or right after the prayer, we 
said, ‘We need to make an in-
tervention,’” Robertson add-
ed.

But before that could oc-
cur, Kinnunen brandished his 

weapon and opened fire.
As the attacker turned to-

ward the front of the audito-
rium, he fired a third shot. It 
ended up in a wall to the right 
of the pulpit stage where the 
congregation’s children nor-
mally bring change — part of 
a “Coins for Christ” ministry 
— after Communion.

Just as Kinnunen fired his 
third shot, church securi-
ty team leader Jack Wilson 
pulled his own trigger.

Wilson’s single shot struck 
Kinnunen, who immediate-
ly fell to the ground. A bul-
let hole was visible Monday 
in the side wall by the pews 
where the gunman stood. 
The smell of gunfire remained 
strong.

“The events at West Free-
way Church of Christ put me 
in a position that I would hope 
no one would have to be in,” 
Wilson wrote on Facebook, 
“but evil exists and I had to 
take out an active shooter in 
church.”

Other church security team 

We are beginning a New 
Year and with the New Year 
always comes a new begin-

ning.
I love 

to sit 
back and 
dream at 
the begin-
ning of 
each New 
Year. I like 
to dream 
of all the 
possi-
bilities 

available to us as we start 
anew. Can we imagine the 
limitless possibilities?  They 
are almost endless because 
we are limited only by our 
own imagination.

There is a story of some-
thing that happened at the 
Indiana Methodist Annual 
Conference of 1870. At 
one point the president 
of the college where they 
were having the conference 
stood up and said, “I think 
we are in a very exciting 
age.” 

The presiding bishop 
said, “What do you see?” 

The college president re-
sponded, “I believe we are 
coming into a time of great 
inventions. I believe, for 
example, that men will fly 
through the air like birds.”  

The bishop said, “This 
is heresy. The Bible says 
that flight is reserved for 
the angels. We will have no 
such talk here.”  

After the conference, the 
bishop, whose name was 
Wright, went home to his 
two small sons, Wilbur and 
Orville. And we know what 
they did with their father’s 
vision.

Our possibilities are 
truly endless, but we have 
to be willing to dream. We 
have to be willing to see 
beyond here and now and 
look into what the future 
can be like if we allow our-
selves to fly. We need to get 
rid of anything that causes 
us to think the future isn’t 
bright. We have to get rid of 
the idea that things have to 
always be the way they are 
now.  We must get rid of the 
idea that we are grounded 
and allow our imaginations 
to soar through the air. 

Take some time at the 
beginning of this New 
Year and allow yourself to 
fly. Let the imagination 
soar. Dream great dreams. 
Imagine what you want the 
world to look like and then 
get out there and make it 
look that way.  

Never let anyone tell 

Let’s fly 
beyond 
imposed 
limitations

See SHOOTING, Page 6B

WORLD SHOCKED AS NOTRE DAME ERUPTS IN FLAMES

Special to The Prairie Press

Flames and smoke rise from the blaze at Notre Dame Cathedral in central Paris on April 15, 2019. An inferno that raged 
through the cathedral for more than 12 hours destroyed its spire and its roof but spared its twin medieval bell towers, and 
a frantic rescue effort saved the monument’s most precious treasures, including the Crown of Thorns purportedly worn by 
Jesus, officials said.

JOE
TOMICH
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
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On his last day, the Rev. Jarrid Wil-
son officiated at the funeral of a woman 
who had taken her own life. 

He posted some tweets about 
mental illness for suicide prevention 
month, reminding his followers that 
while Jesus does not always cure men-
tal illness or suicidal thoughts, Jesus 
would always offer them companion-
ship and comfort.

Wilson followed up by asking peo-
ple to pray for the victims of Hurricane 
Dorian in the Bahamas.

Then he was gone.
The death by suicide of Wilson — a 

30-year-old pastor — mental health 
advocate and father of two young chil-
dren, made headlines around the coun-
try and sparked a conversation about 
mental health in faith communities. 
His passing struck a chord even with 
people who had never heard of him.

A report about his death was the 
most-read story this year at Religion-
News.com by far. His death — and the 
loss earlier in the year of author and ac-
tivist Rachel Held Evans — served as a 
reminder of the power of one person’s 
story.

In a year full of major religion news 
— the fire at Notre Dame, abuse scan-
dals among Catholics and Southern 
Baptists, continued struggles over 
the role of LGBT believers among re-
ligious groups, attacks on houses of 
worship and the continued loss of faith 
in organized religion — the stories of 
Wilson and Evans still resonated.

Evans, who died at 37 after a brief 
illness, had written about mortality not 
long before she took ill.

“Death is a part of life,” Evans wrote 
at the start of Lent, the solemn time 
of penance and fasting many Chris-
tians observe leading up to Easter. “My 
prayer for you this season is that you 
make time to celebrate that reality, and 
to grieve that reality, and that you will 
know you are not alone. Ashes to ash-
es, dust to dust.”

The stories of the nation’s first two 
Muslim congresswomen — Dem-
ocratic U.S. Reps. Ilhan Omar and 
Rashida Tlaib — also made headlines 
this year. Both burst on the scene upon 
taking office in January, challenging 
the bipartisan consensus on U.S. aid 
to Israel and becoming foils on social 
media for President Donald Trump as 
members of the squad.

Omar and Tlaib were named Re-
ligion Newsmakers of the Year by the 

Religion News Association in its annu-
al survey of religion journalists.

Other newsmakers included:
Evans, author of “Inspired,” 

“Searching for Sunday” and “A Year of 
Biblical Womanhood” and co-founder 
of the Evolving Faith conference.
Pope Francis, who summoned 

bishops to the Vatican for a summit on 
abuse, held a synod of bishops from 
the Amazon that proposed ordaining 
some married priests and advocated 
for migrants and environmental pro-
tection.
Rachael Denhollander, a former 

gymnast who helped convict former 
USA Gymnastics team doctor Larry 
Nassar of abuse and who has become 
a leading voice for abuse survivors in 
the SBC.

2019: Religious news in review
A year full of grief, scandals, 
fire and the perseverance 
of faith in everything

Special to The Prairie Press

Seated in the spot where he witnessed two of his fellow church members lose their 
lives, minister Britt Farmer talks about the Sunday shooting during the Lord’s 
Supper at the West Freeway Church of Christ in White Settlement, Texas, near Fort 
Worth.

See REVIEW, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The final days of a given 
year are typically a time for 
celebrations and congratu-
lations. But for some Unit-
ed Methodists, the closing 
days of 2019 held a note of 
anxiety.

On Jan. 1, the country’s 
second-largest Protestant 
denomination ushered 
in new, stricter standards 
barring LGBTQ United 
Methodists from ordina-
tion and marriage. Those 
bans, voted on by the glob-
al denomination in Febru-
ary, include new penalties 
for clergy violating the 
rules.

Three days before those 
new rules went into effect, 
First United Methodist 
Church of Dallas, a vener-
able 172-year-old down-
town institution, took 
the bold step of offering a 
special service reaffirming 
marriage vows — hetero-
sexual and same-sex.

A diverse congregation 
of 1,800 members, with 
700-800 in attendance 
most Sundays, First Unit-
ed Methodist is not an at-
tention-grabbing church. 
It does not affiliate with 
the Reconciling Ministries 
Network, an organization 
seeking the full inclusion 
of LGBTQ people in the 
United Methodist Church. 
But neither does it take a 
hard line on sexuality. Its 
members span the theo-
logical and political spec-
trum from conservative to 
centrist to liberal — which 
makes the ceremony reaf-
firming wedding vows es-
pecially noteworthy. 

Senior pastor Andy 
Stoker said it was the rec-
ommendation of a com-
mission he assembled 
shortly after the denom-
ination’s vote to clamp 
down on LGBTQ inclu-
sion.

That commission — 
consisting of eight lay 
members and the senior 
pastor — met weekly and 
held several listening ses-
sions with church mem-
bers to assess their views 
on sexuality. It recom-
mended the wedding cel-
ebration, and the church 
council approved it.

“It’s not a wedding; it’s 
a worship service,” Stoker 
said. “I will not be officiat-
ing the vows. My role will 
be to add a word of bless-
ing on all who gather.”

The denomination’s 
contentious vote to bolster 

Dallas UMC 
ends year 
by affirming 
marriage 
vows for all

See VOWS, Page 6BSee PASTOR, Page 6B
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members with handguns ap-
proached Kinnunen as the six 
seconds of gunfire ended — 
the loud blasts replaced with 
screams and crying from the 
shocked congregation.

Police arrived within two 
minutes. However, Farmer said 
it felt like an eternity.

“The citizens who were in-

side that church undoubtedly 
saved 242 other parishioners,” 
Jeoff Williams, regional direc-
tor of the Texas Department 
of Public Safety, said Sunday. 
“The true heroes are the peo-
ple who were sitting in those 
pews today — the immediate 
responders who saved their 
fellow citizens. I just can’t 
overstate how critical that is 
for everyone to recognize. It 
is truly heroic.”

SHOOTING
FROM PAGE 5B

The West Freeway church 
beefed up its security team af-
ter the Nov. 5, 2017, massacre 
at the First Baptist Church of 
Sutherland Springs, Texas, in 
which a gunman killed more 
than two dozen people, one 
of whom was pregnant. The 
gunman later killed himself.

Typically, anywhere from 
25 to 30 West Freeway mem-
bers carry concealed hand-
guns on any given Sunday, 
Farmer said.

However, he said that num-
ber would have been a lot less 

Sunday because a number of 
people were away for the hol-
idays.

Hugh Galyean, the church’s 
volunteer worship coordina-
tor, spent 30 years as a Mary-
land state trooper and an FBI 
agent in Louisiana, Nebraska 
and California.

Galyean, a member of the 
church security team, said he 
had leaned down to take a 
Communion cracker when he 
heard the first shot.

“And I saw the flash in my 
peripheral vision and im-

mediately knew it was him,” 
Galyean said of the strangely 
attired visitor, whom he had 
noticed sitting not far from 
him. “And I did as my training 
taught me: Go to cover first 
and then bring your weapon 
up. By the time I did that, our 
head of security had already 
taken the one shot that killed 
the guy.”

Galyean, the song leader at 
Monday night’s service, said 
he wasn’t surprised the gun-
man was able to get off shots.

“The only way you would 

have prevented this is to 
search him,” Galyean said.

But the church doesn’t 
want to search people, he said. 
It wants to welcome them 
into God’s family.

The question: Where is the 
line between loving people 
and protecting the flock?

“I think our process here 
normally works,” Galyean 
said. “We don’t want to elim-
inate people from coming just 
because they’re homeless or 
look like they’re homeless. It’s 
a very loving church.”

you that you can’t fly 
because if you believe you 
are that limited someone 
will come along and prove 
you wrong. It’s a New Year, 
spread your wings, see 
what God has in store for 
you. Amazing things will 
happen.

(The Rev. Joe Tomich is 
pastor at Paris First United 
Methodist Church. Email 
him at pjtomich@yahoo.
com. Pastor’s Perspective is 
provided by the Paris Minis-
terial Fellowship.) 
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Paula White, televange-
list and evangelical support-
er of Trump, who joined the 
White House staff earlier this 
year.

Indian Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and the Rev. 
Jean-Marc Fournier, chaplain 
of the Paris fire brigade, also 
received votes.

Religion journalists named 
an investigation into abuse in 
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion as the religion story of 
the year. The investigation by 
the Houston Chronicle and 
the San Antonio News-Ex-
press found more than 700 
victims of abuse over a period 
of 20 years by using a combi-
nation of court records and 
shoe-leather reporting. Jour-
nalists built a database of more 
than 200 abusers, many of 
whom had been convicted of 
abuse and some of whom had 
continued to work in ministry 
even after their convictions.

The “Abuse of Faith” report 
led Southern Baptist leaders 
to own their failure to address 
abuse and to vow to do better.

“We lament the fact that it 
took a national movement of 
reckoning for abuse to force 
us to take this issue seriously 
in our own convention,” the 
SBC said in a response to the 
investigation published be-
fore its annual meeting.

Attacks on houses of wor-
ship also topped the list of 
religion news stories.

In mid-March, a gunman 
entered two New Zealand 
mosques during Friday 
prayers, killing more than 50 
people and injuring dozens 
more. The gunman lives-
treamed the attacks. The 
man accused in the shooting 
— who reportedly wrote an 
anti-immigrant manifesto be-
fore the attack — has pleaded 
not guilty to murder charges.

More than 250 people were 
killed during Easter Sunday 
terrorist attacks on churches 
and hotels in Sri Lanka. The 
group behind the attacks 
claimed loyalty to the so-
called Islamic State.

Synagogues in Southern 
California and Germany were 
the sites of anti-Semitic at-
tacks, as was a kosher market 
in Jersey City, N.J. The attacks 
were part of a rising tide of 
anti-Semitism in the U.S. and 
abroad.

In mid-April, people from 
around the world watched 
in horror as a fire broke out 
at Notre-Dame de Paris. The 
fall of the medieval cathedral’s 
steeple was broadcast live. 
The massive fire threatened to 
destroy Notre Dame, beloved 
both as a Catholic house of 
worship and a tourist attrac-
tion. The cathedral’s con-
struction and heroic efforts 
of firefighters saved the build-
ing. Fournier, the fire brigade 
chaplain, gained worldwide 
acclaim for rescuing sacred 
relics from the flames.

Among other major stories 
in 2019 were:

Continued fallout from 
the Catholic abuse scandal, 
including the defrocking of 
powerful former Cardinal 
Theodore McCarrick, the 
resignation of Buffalo Bishop 
Richard Malone and a report 
claiming abuse and financial 
misconduct involving former 
Wheeling-Charleston Bishop 
Michael Bransfield. Catholic 
dioceses and other religious 
organizations face lawsuits af-
ter several states changed the 
statute of limitations on abuse 
cases.
Religious tensions in In-

dia prompted by the Modi 
government’s Hindu nation-
alism, including a crackdown 
in majority-Muslim Kashmir 
and a Supreme Court ruling 
in favor of Hindus who want 
to build a temple on the site of 
a razed mosque.
China was named a 

country of particular con-
cern by the U.S. Commission 
on International Religious 
Freedom for its continued 
crackdown on faith groups, 
including the imprisonment 
of hundreds of thousands of 
Uighur Muslims. The U.S. 
House of Representatives 
passed a bill in December by a 
vote of 407-1 calling for sanc-
tions on China because of its 
treatment of Uighurs.
The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints 
revoked a controversial deci-
sion that banned the baptism 
of the children of gay parents. 
The church will also no lon-
ger call members who are in 

same-sex marriages apostates. 
In a late-breaking story, LDS 
leaders are accused of hoard-
ing tithing funds rather than 
using them for charitable reli-
gious work.
In a stunning courtroom 

scene, Brandt Jean forgave 
former Dallas police officer 
Amber Guyger after she was 
convicted of murdering his 
brother, Botham Jean, a be-
loved Church of Christ song 
leader and church member. 
His act led to a heated debate 
over race and forgiveness.
James MacDonald, 

megachurch pastor and host 
of the “Walk in the Word” ra-
dio program, was fired from 
Harvest Bible Chapel for 
misconduct. An outside in-
vestigation revealed years of 
financial mismanagement at 
the Chicago megachurch.
A Louisiana man was 

charged with federal hate 
crimes after destroying three 
historically black churches by 
arson.
In the week before 

Christmas, Christianity To-
day's editor-in-chief, Mark 
Galli, wrote an editorial ad-
vocating for Trump's removal 
from office. Traffic to the ed-
itorial crashed the magazine's 
website. Responses from both 
sides flooded the news cycle. 
While Trump's most ardent 
evangelical supporters came 
to his defense, the editori-
al was met with praise from 
many and caused #Chris-
tiansAgainstTrump to trend 
on Twitter.
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rules prohibiting ordination 
and marriage of LGBTQ 
people has sparked a wide-
spread revolt among many 
U.S.-based United Method-
ist congregations, some of 
which have gone on to ordain 
and marry LGBTQ people 
en masse. The disagreements 
have also led several congre-
gations to cut their ties to the 
12 million-member global de-
nomination.

Many expect the denom-
ination’s next meeting in 
Minneapolis in May will lead 
to a vote to split the denom-
ination into at least two bod-
ies, one LGBTQ-affirming 
and the other for Methodists 
who believe — as the de-
nomination does now —the 
practice of homosexuality is 
incompatible with Christian 
teaching.

One of the largest United 
Methodist churches in Texas 
— Grace Fellowship in the 
Houston suburb of Katy — 
voted in December to leave 
the denomination for the In-
dianapolis-based Free Meth-
odist Church denomination. 
Several smaller conservative 
churches across the South 
have also left.

First United Methodist in 
Dallas is trying to keep it to-
gether.

Stoker estimated that 7-8 
percent of church members 
consider themselves LGBTQ 
— and many of them are mar-
ried.

They include Craig Hol-
comb and his husband, Hec-
tor Garcia. The two men 
married nine years ago in 
Washington, D.C., before it 
was legal to do so in Texas. 
They have been a couple for 
30 years.

Holcomb, who served 
on the church commission 
studying sexuality, said he 
and his husband planned to 
volunteer to cut cake and 
pour punch at the Dec. 29 
ceremony.

“As long as we feel like First 
United Methodist Church 
Dallas is the place where we 
can best serve and worship, 
we will be there," said Hol-
comb, 71, who is retired and 
volunteers teaching first-
grade children to read.  "But 
we are absolutely hoping 
there is a change.”

So far, he said, he has found 
the church to be fully accept-
ing.

Holcomb recalled when 
he and his husband sat down 
with a former pastor prior 
to their wedding, the previ-
ous senior pastor told them: 
“Y'all have been together for 
so long, you should be telling 
me how to hold a marriage to-
gether.”
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SAN MARCOS, Calif. — 
Two mornings a week, a van 
arrives at the Escondido, Ca-
lif., home of Mario Perez and 
takes him to a new senior cen-
ter in this northern San Diego 
County town, where he eats 
a hot lunch, plays cards and 
gets physical therapy to help 
restore the balance he lost af-
ter breaking both legs in a fall.

If he wants, he can show-
er, get his hair cut or have 
his teeth cleaned. Those 
twice-weekly visits are the 
highlights of the week for Pe-
rez, a 65-year-old retired me-
chanic who has diabetes and 
is legally blind.

“The people here are very 
human, very nice,” he said. 
“I’m gonna ask for three days 
a week.”

The nonprofit Gary and 
Mary West PACE center, 
which opened in September, 
is California’s newest addition 
to a system of care for frail and 
infirm seniors known as the 

Program of All-Inclusive Care 
for the Elderly.

The services provided by 
PACE, a national program 
primarily funded by Medicaid 
and Medicare, are intended to 
keep people 55 and older who 
need nursing home levels of 
care at home as long as possi-
ble and out of the hospital.

The program is more im-
portant than ever as baby 
boomers age, its proponents 
say.

“The rapidly growing se-
nior population in California 
and across the country will 
put enormous strain on our 
current fragmented, and of-
ten inefficient, health care 
delivery system,” said Tim 
Lash, president of Gary and 
Mary West PACE. California 
officials consider PACE an in-
tegral part of the state’s strat-
egy to upgrade care for aging 
residents.

The National PACE Asso-
ciation said data it collected 
for 2019 shows seniors en-
rolled in PACE cost states 

13 percent less on average 
than the cost of caring for 
them through other Medic-
aid-funded services, includ-
ing nursing homes.

Perez, like 90 percent of 
PACE enrollees nationwide, 
is a recipient of both Medic-
aid and Medicare. He’s part 
of a population that typically 
has low income and multiple 
chronic conditions.

PACE participants who 
do not receive government 
medical benefits can pay out 
of their own pockets. At Gary 
and Mary West, the tab rang-
es from $7,000 to $10,000 a 
month, depending on the lev-
el of care.

Nationally, 50,000 enroll-
ees participate in PACE pro-
grams at over 260 centers in 
31 states. In California, PACE 
serves nearly 9,000 vulnera-
ble seniors at 47 locations.

PACE programs nationally 
offer all services covered by 
Medicare and Medicaid, and 
staff members include nurses, 
primary care doctors, social 

workers, dietitians, drivers 
and personal care attendants, 
as well as physical, occupa-
tional and recreational ther-
apists. PACE enrollees com-
monly have conditions such 
as vascular disease, diabetes, 
congestive heart failure, de-
pression and bipolar disorder.

About two-thirds of PACE 
participants have some degree 
of cognitive impairment. The 
Gary and Mary West center is 
no exception, which is why it 
has alarms on all the doors. If 
participants become agitated, 
they are led to the tranquility 
room, a softly lit space with 
an ocean soundtrack and a 
recliner.

On weekdays, participants 
can arrive at the center as 
early as 8 a.m. and stay until 
4:30 p.m. A PACE driver pro-
vides transportation to and 
from the center, as well as to 
appointments with outside 
specialists.

The center goes a step fur-
ther than most other PACE 
programs: It offers dental 

care. Staff dentist Karen Bec-
erra said some of her patients 
have cried for joy when they 
learned they were going to 
have their teeth fixed or re-
placed.

“These are folks who have 
terrible teeth,” Becerra said. 
“And if they have painful 
mouths, they have poor nu-
trition.”

Perez is missing teeth, but 
he was all smiles when he 
talked about his upcoming 
dental appointment. “They’re 
going to put new ones in,” he 
said.

The center opened with 
money donated by San Diego 
billionaires Gary and Mary 
West, telemarketing and tele-
communications entrepre-
neurs. They’ve donated about 
$11 million to establish PACE 
centers around the country.

The center in San Marcos 
is spacious and cheery, with 
sofas and chairs scattered 
about and plenty of natural 
light. It’s meant to feel like a 
friendly inviting living room, 

said Ross Colt, a retired Army 
colonel who joined Gary and 
Mary West PACE a year ago 
as the primary care physician 
on staff.

Enrollees can repair to a 
patio to get fresh air or tend 
herbs in planter boxes, and 
they can participate in activ-
ities such as bingo, coloring 
and Trivial Pursuit, led by a 
recreational therapist.

Just down the hall from the 
main lounge are patient exam 
rooms decorated with photo-
graphic murals of sunsets and 
seascapes.

Center participants can 
get physical and occupation-
al therapy in a rehabilitation 
gym, and the facility has a spa 
where they can shower or get 
their hair done.

The executive director, Re-
nata Smith, recalled a wom-
an whose husband had been 
bathing her with a garden 
hose before she joined PACE. 
“We’re talking about basic hu-
man dignity here,” Smith said. 

PACE center setting a trend
Government-funded day care in California is helping to  keep seniors out of nursing homes and hospitals

See PACE, Page 8B

THE REC IS HERE TO HELP RESOLUTIONS BECOME REAL

Photo courtesy of Cathy Drake Photography

Members of a fitness class at the THE REC in Paris run through exercises. The first of a new year brings plans of doing better 
with diet and fitness as many make resolutions and then flood the gyms to work out. Planning and preparing for a change in 
lifestyle is a key to being successful in the long run.

Making fitness goals is 
easy, keeping them is 
another matter entirely

Keeping 2020 fitness goals

See FITNESS, Page 8B

The beginning of a new 
year is a great opportu-
nity to incorporate some 
healthy 
habits into 
personal 
lifestyles. 
While it is 
tempting 
to set lofty 
goals, 
people 
are more 
likely to 
sustain a 
few small 
changes.  

Here are some simple 
goals and changes that can 
have a big and positive 
impact on health:

1. Get a checkup. A 
great first step is making 
sure one has a clean bill of 
health. Check in with the 
doctor for a physical and 
any vaccinations, tests and 
screenings that are needed. 
Don’t forget to have an eye 
exam and dental cleaning 
as part of the checkup.  

2. Eat breakfast. Starting 
the day with a healthy, 
filling meal full of fiber 
and protein makes it more 
likely one will eat health-
fully throughout the day 
and lessen the temptation 
to grab a sugary snack.

3. Drink more water. 
Those who struggle 
staying hydrated can start 
simply by adding one 
more glass of water per 
day. Add sliced lemons, 
strawberries, cucumbers 
or limes to water to change 
it up. Drinking a glass of 
water before every meal 
leads to feeling fuller and is 
a safe way to curb appetite.

4. Eat whole, real 
food. Instead of dieting 
by restricting personal 
consumption, focus on 
incorporating more unpro-
cessed food into the diet. 
Also, spend less time in the 

Setting 
realistic 
goals for 
changes

See BEE WELL, Page 8B
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TERRE HAUTE, Ind. 
– Effective immediately, 
Union Health has imple-
mented flu restrictions for 
both Union Hospital and 
Union Hospital Clinton. 
This important step was 
taken to reduce the spread 
of flu while protecting pa-
tients, their families and 
hospital staff.

Until further notice, visi-
tors are limited to only two 
designated adults during 
the patient’s hospital stay 
and only those people will 
be allowed during visiting 
hours.

Flu is an illness caused by 
influenza viruses that infect 
the respiratory tract. Symp-
toms typically start one to 
four days after being around 
someone who is sick and 
can last two to seven days.

Symptoms usually in-
clude: fever, chills, head-
ache, cough, sore throat, 
muscle aches and occasion-
ally diarrhea and nausea in 
children.

Complications may in-
clude pneumonia, hospi-
talization and even death. 
Approximately 30,000 to 
49,000 people in the United 
States die from the effects of 
this disease every year.

Influenza is spread from 
close contact with persons 
who are already infected, 
all well as from touching 
surfaces or objects that have 
been contaminated with in-
fluenza viruses.

A person can spread the 
flu 24 hours before having 
any signs or symptoms. 
People remain contagious 
and can spread the illness 
for three to four days after 
becoming sick. Children 
and people with weak im-
mune systems might be 
contagious longer

Some simple steps can 
prevent one from getting or 
spreading the flu. The most 
important step is to obtain 
a flu vaccination and after 
that follow these tips: fre-
quent hand washing; cover 

Union 
Hospital 
restrictions

See UNION, Page 8B

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Every January, the Internet explodes 
with tips on how to make healthy New 
Year's resolutions and avoid becoming 
one of the 80 percent of people who've 
fallen off the wagon by February. But 
the boxing gloves gathering dust by Val-
entine's Day isn't necessarily the worst 
mistake one can make when it comes to 
January gym goals.

According to fitness experts, one of 
the biggest mistakes people make is go-
ing all in on the first week of the year. 
Being too committed to the New Year's 
fitness resolutions can actually backfire 
and lead to overtraining syndrome, the 
result of too much training with too little 
rest.

Overtraining syndrome can lead to 
underperforming, open the door to in-
jury — and even have effects on mood. 

While new year, new gym goal is an 
awesome mantra, too many extreme 
promises and not enough balanced 
thinking is a mistake, according to Drea 
McCulloch, one of the fitness instruc-
tors at THE REC in Paris. McCulloch 
says it's important to pay attention to 
how the body reacts.

“First and foremost, it is important to 
start slow. Begin with the basics,” Mc-
Culloch emphasized. 

 She noted newbies can increase the 
amount of steps taken in a day and work 
up from there. 

“You can then take part in a low im-
pact/intensity fitness class where you 
can learn the fundamentals with some-
one there to guide you,” she explained. 

McCulloch suggested those just 
starting out try different classes to find 
something they really enjoy. “This can 
help ward off the mental burn out so 
exercising doesn’t feel like such a chore,” 
she said.

"If you feel like you can't move after 
a day of training, that's an indicator of 
overtraining," she said. A little soreness 
the next day is normal — after a great 
workout you should be around a 6 to 8 
on a scale of 1 to 10. But extreme pain — 
a 9 or 10 — where you can't move is not 
what you are aiming for, she said.

“It is important to allow your body 
to adjust when starting a new routine 

and not do too much too quick,” she 
observed. “Our bodies are amazing and 
resilient and will quickly adapt, but we 
must listen to them.”

You can also keep tabs on overtraining 
during workouts by watching heart rate 
and level of exertion: "If you can't hold a 
conversation while working out, that can 
be an issue," McCulloch noted. Check 
the  fitness tracker during cooldown to 
make sure the heart rate is returning to 
normal.

Hesitation to join a fitness class 
because one might be facing group 
members that regularly workout is not 
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“The spa makes participants 
feel good about themselves.”

PACE programs also send 
personal health care aides to 
the homes of participants.

Twice a week, an aide named 
Sylvia Muro picks up Perez at 
his home and takes him out to 
shop for groceries. Sometimes 
they stop at McDonald’s for 
pancakes and sausage.

Colt said participants come 
to him for checkups about 
once a month, but he can see 
anyone with a medical prob-
lem on a moment’s notice.

Unlike doctors in private 
practices, “I have the luxury 
of seeing them for an hour if I 
need to. And I can bring them 
back tomorrow if I need to,” he 
said.

Such access can save a dia-
betes patient from missing an 
insulin injection and avoid a 
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drive-through and more time 
food prepping.

5. Move more every day. 
Exercise not only benefits 
our bodies, but our minds. 
At work, get up each hour 
and move around. Take the 
stairs. Walk the dogs an extra 
time each day. Stretch every 
morning. Try a fitness class. 
There are lots of simple ways 
to get more movement in that 
don’t take a huge time com-
mitment, fancy equipment or 
a gym membership.

6. Rest. Most adults don’t 
get a solid eight hours of sleep 
at night. Try to go to bed 30 
minutes earlier, and turn off 
the phone and tablet at least 
an hour before bedtime. 
Make a routine for going to 
sleep, whether that involves 
a warm bath, soft music 
or whatever is personally 
relaxing.

7. Stimulate the brain by 
learning something new. 
Maybe one has always wanted 
to speak a foreign language – 
download a free app and start. 
Try a new hobby like knitting 
or gardening. Read a book 
each week.  Find a mentally 
stimulating activity that is en-
joyable and share that activity 
with a friend or neighbor.

8. Be grateful. Everyone has 
bad days and difficult times, 
but remembering all the 
things we have to be thank-
ful for can really change the 
mindset to a more positive 
one. Smile at strangers. Thank 
the waitress, cashier and 
delivery person for their hard 
work. Spend time with family 
and friends and really listen 
to what they’re saying. Help 
a neighbor with yard work or 
a household chore. Volunteer 
at a nursing home, animal 
shelter or soup kitchen. Share 
blessings with others by doing 
things like anonymously pay-
ing for another diner’s lunch, 
leave a gift card for your mail 
person or make a donation 
to a cause that is important 
to you.

Very few people make 
drastic life changes even with 
the best intentions, but there 
are lots of small ways we can 
all make our life healthier and 
happier.  

Happy New Year.
(Alison Williams is Director 

of Operations at the Human 
Resources Center of Edgar and 
Clark Counties. Email her at 
Alison.Williams@hrcec.org. 
This column is provided by Bee 
Well of Edgar County as part of 
the coalition’s mission to make 
Edgar County a healthier place 
to live.)

BEE WELL
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costly hospital admission.
“That’s what the bene-

fit of this model is,” Colt 
said. “The patient doesn’t 
want to go stay in the hos-
pital, the family doesn’t 
want them to and society 
doesn’t want them to.”

Smith, the center’s ex-
ecutive director, noted an-
other important benefit: 
the comfort of social inter-
action and something to 
wake up to every day.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Here are the top health sto-
ries of the past year, as com-
piled by editors at HealthDay.

VAPING  
By the end of December, the 

U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention reported 
that more than 2,500 people 
across all 50 states had been 
hospitalized with life-threat-
ening respiratory dysfunction 
tied to recent e-cigarette use. 
Fifty-four of those patients 
died.

Research strongly suggests 
that an additive sometimes 
used in pot-laced vapes, called 
vitamin E acetate, may be trig-
gering these illnesses.

 OPIOID SCOURGE CONTINUES
Across the United States, the 

misery unleashed by a flood of 
opioid prescription painkillers, 
as well as illicit opioids such as 
fentanyl and heroin, continued 
in 2019.

Tens of thousands of lives 

were lost to drug overdoses, 
and those tragedies have per-
haps contributed to the first 
decline in U.S. life expectancy 
in generations, experts said.

The young are being hit es-
pecially hard. According to a 
study released in November 
from Virginia Commonwealth 
University, between 2014 and 
2017 there's been a 6 percent 
increase in death rates among 
people aged 25 to 64, with 
death rates jumping 25 percent 
among young adults aged 25 to 
44.

In the meantime, OxyCon-
tin maker Purdue Pharma 
— the drug company whose 
aggressive marketing of opioid 
painkillers has been blamed 
for triggering the crisis — filed 
bankruptcy in September. 
As reported by the New York 
Times, there are more than 
2,600 pending federal and state 
lawsuits lodged against the 
company, and the pharmaceu-
tical giant has proposed a reso-
lution to most of them as part 
of its bankruptcy filing.

'ANTI-VAXXERS,' OUTBREAKS 
Across the United States, 

a small but vocal minority of 
parents continued to refuse 
routine vaccinations for their 
children in 2019. This hap-
pened despite the vast majority 
of scientific evidence showing 
that immunization poses no 
great risk and has saved count-
less lives.

One tragic result: major 
outbreaks of highly contagious 
measles in anti-vaxxer hotspots 
across America, in an era where 
measles had only recently been 
declared eliminated nation-
wide. By the end of May, 971 
cases of the highly contagious, 
vaccine-preventable illness had 
already been recorded, topping 
the prior record of 963 total an-
nual cases last seen 27 years ago.

In November, the island 
nation of Samoa had a mea-
sles epidemic, with over 5,600 
people infected and 81 deaths 
reported, mostly among in-
fants and children. It was 
stopped after mass vaccina-
tions.

Vaping, opioids and anti-vaxxers 
are the top health stories of 2019

uncommon, McCulloch said. 
“It can be daunting to walk into 
an unfamiliar environment,” 
she said.

McCulloch said it’s import-
ant for the newbie to, “think 
about why you started your 
journey and let that be the 
driving force. Many of the class 
participants were once in your 
shoes can relate to your anxi-
ety.”

To prevent a case of reso-
lution-ruining overtraining 
syndrome, follow these fitness 
rules when you hit the gym in 
January.

PACE YOURSELF
Don't go from zero to 60 

on New Year's Day. "If you've 
barely worked out for the last 
six months and now think 
you're going to go five days a 
week nonstop, you are setting 
yourself up for failure," says 
McCulloch.

Setting realistic goals is a 
huge part of preventing injury 
and burnout — if you've nev-
er run more than a 5K, signing 
up for a half marathon in Janu-
ary isn't the best move. Some-
times, setting lofty goals can 
work in your favor, but you 
need to play it smart. 

McCulloch said some new-
bies lose confidence when 
they feel like they can't per-
form at an expected level. 

"But by setting up practical 
goals and a weekly workout 
game plan that's achievable 

the mouth when coughing or 
sneezing by using the elbow 
or upper arm, not the hands; 

throw away used tissues; avoid 
touching the eyes, nose or 
mouth; avoid contact with sick 
people; and most importantly, 
remain at home if sick to avoid 
infecting other people. 

and realistic, you set up confi-
dence boosters,” she said.

PAY ATTENTION TO FORM
If you don't move correct-

ly, you won't see results and 
injury can be just around the 
corner, McCulloch said. 

If you're venturing into new 
gym territory, work with a 
trainer for your first session or 
watch trainer videos on You-
Tube to make sure you're not 
making rookie mistakes. Then, 
while you're adjusting to your 
new routine, "slow down your 
movements so you get a better 
connection to what body part 
is working," she says. 

You can even use a slow-mo-
tion strength training routine 
to see bigger gains.

SHAKE IT UP INSTEAD OF 
GOING HARDER

When you hit the gym in 
January, it can be tempting to 
just double down on your cur-
rent routine — beefing up the 
pace on the treadmill, show-
ing off with the heavier set of 
weights, or making your oc-
casional morning runs a daily 
routine. But rather than going 
harder, which can lead to over-
training syndrome, get more 
creative. 

Some trainers recom-
mend adding variety to your 
training-strength training or 
weights one day and a HIIT or 
yoga class on another day. Mc-
Culloch agreed. 

“Keeping your training fresh 
is a great way to keep you mo-
tivated and on track," she said.

SET A BEDTIME GOAL
Making sure to get enough 

sleep is huge for our nervous 
system and mental health. 

To prevent burnout, make 
healthy bedtime goals just 
as important as your gym 
goals. To get the most out of 
your workouts, shoot for six 
to eight hours a night. Using 
yoga and meditation is anoth-
er great way to aid in mental 
recovery.

MORNING WORKOUTS
Everyone knows evening 

workouts are much easier to 
bail on, especially if it's dark 
out or if something more ap-
pealing, like happy hour, pops 
up. By getting up in time to 
work out with the morning 
sunrise, you'll set the stage for 
a successful day and can enjoy 
evening social commitments 
guilt-free.

“When it comes to choos-
ing the time of day, I say pick a 
time where you have the least 
amount of excuses to skip it,” 
McCulloch said. 

EAT MORE FRUIT
Eating more fruit is always 

less daunting than commit-
ting to eating more vegetables. 
Fruit can more easily replace 
refined sugar when cravings 
hit, so start stocking up your 
fridge and getting your blender 
ready.

DRINK MORE WATER
There are so many reasons 

to kick your soda habit and 
start drinking more water. In 
addition to staying well-hy-
drated, drinking up to eight 
glasses of water a day will help 
you get clearer skin, feel more 
energized, and lose weight. 
Start by simply bringing a re-
fillable bottle to keep at work 
— and opt for water when 
dining out. 
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Puzzles

Across
1. Matter
5. Puzzled
11. Well wish
14. Frightened
15. Home of the Cowboys
18. Between the jejunum and 
the cecum
19. Founded the Union Colony
21. Read-only memory
23. Sorcerers
24. Female parents
28. Unexpected obstacle
29. Of I
30. Used to have (Scottish)
32. Patti Hearst’s captors
33. Rock TV channel
35. Revolutions per minute
36. Exclamation: yuck!
39. Be afraid of
41. Arizona
42. Red liqueur __ gin
44. More discourteous
46. Type of chef
47. Mother (Brit.)
49. Untidy in character
52. Inhibitions
56. Pains
58. Politician
60. Unofficial fighter
62. Type of Mustang
63. Branch of Islam
  Clues Down
 1. Satisfaction
2. Astragals
3. Egg-shaped

4. Nothing more than 
specified
5. Measures speed of wind
6. In the middle of
7. Actinium
8. The Master of Shadows
9. Dutch cheese
10. Valley
12. A river between China 
and Russia
13. Masses of matter
16. They live along Gulf of 
Guinea
17. George __, actor

20. Latvia’s largest city
22. One thousandth of 
an ampere
25. Millihenry
26. Swiss river
27. Individually
29. Magnetomotive 
force (abbr.)
31. Without armies (abbr.)
34. Portuguese 
municipality
36. Old Marxist-Leninist 
state
37. Malicious satisfaction

CROSSWORD

38. Actress Julianne
40. Rural delivery
43. Bar or preclude
45. Unit of measurement
48. Peninsula in Greece
50. Bird genus
51. Releases gonadotropin
53. Racquets
54. Southwestern state
55. Town in Benin
57. Car mechanics group
58. Brother or sister
59. Woollen rug
61. Milliliter

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

receive it.  The other mem-
bers had other obligations.  
However, as days progressed, 
they all showed up to look it 
over with pride.  Quite a few 
citizens peeped at it admiring-
ly through door windows.

Chief Keester had been 
burdened with a work over-
load for several weeks.  He 
was the only volunteer who’d 
received instructions about the 
truck’s operations.  There were 
numerous levers, buttons, 
gauges, handles and several 
do’s and don’t’s.  Operating the 
truck required training and 
practice.  Bluntly said, the fire 
truck had a full tank of fuel, 
and a full 500-gallon water 
tank for firefighting.  It was a 
loyal sentinel, ready to roll, but 
the volunteers were another 
matter.

One frigid morning in bleak 
cloudy weather with snow and 
ice sheathing the village, the 
Toodle family in the east edge 
ate breakfast early.  They didn’t 
know, naturally, that before 
noon they would be the first 
to dial the fire department for 
an emergency response.  Ort 
Toddle piddled at times in 
the wooden shed beside his 
house where he engaged in 
woodworking.  He built a hot 
fire in the old wood stove and 
began measuring, sawing and 
planing on planks, piling up 
sawdust like a New England 
cabinet maker.  Ma, his wife, 
was washing clothes.  Gracie, 
the daughter was house clean-
ing, while Paul, his teenage 
son chopped firewood.  About 
10 a.m., the busy family was 
interrupted when Paul glanced 
at his dad’s shop and noticed 
the roof beginning to blaze 
rapidly.  His yells alerted the 
kinfolk.  Ma phoned the fire 
department.  Ort grabbed the 
draw bucket and a half-dozen 
two-gallon feed buckets, and 
scampered to the well.  Paul 
placed a stepladder against the 
shop and climbed onto the 
smoking roof.  Ma and Gracie, 
plus a neighboring housewife, 
formed a bucket brigade.  Ort 
drew the water, filling the emp-
ty buckets.  Ma relayed them 
to the others, who handed 

them one at a time to Paul on 
the burning roof.

The three gals and two guys 
worked fast and frantically.  
Flames were spurting through 
the smoke now. Paul’s 
splashing prevented a spread, 
but stifling the blaze seemed 
impossible. In the meantime 
they heard the whistle loudly 
bellow four mournful wails.  
An additional couple of 
neighbors showed up, lending 
extra buckets and hands.  
Their efforts were barely pre-
venting flames from reaching 
the house.  Smoke intensified, 
stinging Paul’s teary eyes.  
In what seemed like mere 
moments, his eyes beheld an 
amazing sight.  Coming up 
the street, as if a parade had 
formed, came the screaming 
red fire truck with flashing 
red lights, followed by 20 or 
more automobiles, driven by 
citizens eager to view the new 
truck in action.

Skidding to a stop, the fire 
truck with six volunteers 
piled aboard, halted in front 
of the smoking shed.  A cou-
ple of firemen pulled a hose 
line and laid it from the truck 
to the fire.  The truck’s engine 
revved.  Everyone anticipat-
ed a heavy stream of water 
drenching the fire.  The only 
drenching was accomplished 
by the bucket brigade.  Fire-
men yelled and gestured to 
each other at the pump panel, 
but all the yelling in the 
world couldn’t force water 
through the empty hose.

Meantime, Paul doused the 
last sign of flames with that 
one last needed pail of water.  
The fire was no sooner extin-
guished when Chief Keester 
arrived in his pickup, looking 
pitifully at frustrated firemen 
who couldn’t flow water from 
the truck.

For three hours that after-
noon the firefighters prac-
ticed pump operation and 
hydrant hookups with their 
splendid new truck. They 
had learned a valuable lesson 
that no training manual could 
better explain. 

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)
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Farm Credit Illinois is host-
ing a series of educational 
workshops to equip members 
with strategies and knowledge 
for success in the coming year. 
Programs focus on topics 
from the crop insurance up-
dates to estate planning.

Farm Credit Illinois is a 
farmer-owned and directed 
agricultural cooperative serv-
ing the southern 60 counties 
of Illinois with competitive 

and flexible financing, crop 
insurance expertise, and Rural 
1st lending for country living. 
Farm Credit Illinois manages 
a $4.34 billion loan portfo-
lio, sells 1.35 million acres of 
crop insurance coverage, and 
employs 220 staff based in the 
Mahomet headquarters and 
14 regional office locations. 
The U.S. Farm Credit System 
supports rural communities, 
farm families, and agriculture 
with reliable, consistent cred-
it and financial services today 

and tomorrow.

FIELDING FORWARD
Prepare for the next grow-

ing season with timely updates 
from industry experts on top-
ics including crop marketing, 
risk management and manag-
ing weather risk. Plus, get the 
latest updates on federal crop 
insurance when considering 
coverage options.
Jan. 9 at the Decatur 

Conference Center; 7:30 a.m. 
breakfast; 8-10 a.m. program 

featuring Rich Morrison, Di-
versified Services Marketing
Jan. 9 at Illinois College 

Crispin Hall in Jacksonville, 
noon lunch; 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
program featuring Matt Ben-
nett, Channel Seed & Bennett 
Consulting
Jan. 13 at FCI Mahomet 

central office 9:30 a.m.-noon 
program; noon lunch; fea-
turing Steve Johnson, Iowa 
State University, and Eric Sno-
dgrass, Nutrien Ag Solutions
Jan. 15 at the Keller Con-

Farm Credit hosts learning programs for members this, next month
vention Center in Effingham, 
9:30 a.m.-noon program; 
noon lunch; featuring Steve 
Johnson, Iowa State Univer-
sity, and Eric Snodgrass, Nu-
trien Ag Solutions
Jan. 16 at the Drury Inn 

& Suites in Mt. Vernon; 9:30 
a.m.-noon program; noon 
lunch; featuring Steve John-
son, Iowa State University, 
and Eric Snodgrass, Nutrien 
Ag Solutions
Jan. 21 at the Northfield 

Inn & Conference Center in 
Springfield; 9:30 a.m.-noon 
program; noon lunch;

featuring Steve Johnson, 
Iowa State University, and 
Eric Snodgrass, Nutrien Ag 
Solutions
Jan. 22 at the Regency 

Conference Center in O'Fal-
lon; 9:30 a.m.-noon program; 
noon lunch; featuring Steve 
Johnson, Iowa State Univer-
sity, and Eric Snodgrass, Nu-
trien Ag Solutions
Jan. 23 at Morello’s in 

Harrisburg; 5:30 p.m. supper; 
6-8 p.m. program featuring 
Paul Stoddard, University of 
Illinois
Jan. 28 at Imagine in Mil-

ford; noon lunch; 12:30-2:30 
p.m. program; featuring Paul 
Stoddard, University of Illinois
Feb. 4 at Step Station in 

Paris; 7:30 a.m. breakfast; 8-10 
a.m. program; featuring Kim 
Holsapple, Total Grain Mar-
keting
Feb. 4 at the Central Chris-

tian Church in Lawrenceville; 

5:30 p.m. supper; 6-8 p.m. pro-
gram featuring Eric Snodgrass, 
Nutrien Ag Solutions

FRESHROOTS FORUMS
Young and beginning farm-

ers are invited to recharge and 
reset during a day of learning 
with renowned ag economist 
David Kohl. Go from macro to 
micro as Kohl discusses global 
economic situations affecting 
the ag industry followed by 
strategies to apply on the farm 
to be ready for the next oppor-
tunity. Ronald Hanson will 
share his insights with a Shark 
Tank contingency planning 
discussion.
Feb. 11 at the I Hotel & 

Conference Center in Cham-
paign; 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. pro-
gram; featuring David Kohl, 
Virginia Tech, and Ronald 
Hanson, University of Nebras-
ka; noon lunch
Feb. 12 at the DoubleTree 

by Hilton in Collinsville; 9:30 
a.m.-3 p.m. program; featuring 
David Kohl, Virginia Tech, and 
Ronald Hanson, University of 
Nebraska; noon lunch

ESTATE PLANNING
Farmers learn how to over-

come family dynamics while 
protecting assets to keep their 
family farming. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring questions 
to get practical advice to put 
their plan into motion.
Feb. 19 at FCI Sherman 

regional office; 9:30 a.m.–
noon program; noon lunch



Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

Local company seeking a full time 
driver. Class B CDL required. All 
local driving; competitive wages 
100% company paid health 
insurance plus pension.  
Call 217-465-7621

Bauermeister K9 Training- 
Over 40 yrs exp., 6 wk beginning 
and advance classes starting 
02-02-20 Call 217-275-3465

3-4 Bedroom House for Rent
$700/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

Nice 2 BR, 1 Bathroom, with 
garage, no pets, references 
required, $600 + deposit
Call 217-264-1379, leave message

FOR SALE: 88+ ACRES OF 
PRIME FARM LAND IN HUNTER 
TOWNSHIP. PLEASE SEND EMAIL 
WITH CONTACT INFORMATION 
TO: mttefarmland@gmail.com
SERIOUS INQUIRIES ONLY 
PLEASE

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 
pet friendly. One month free rent. 
(309) 673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

For Rent
1 bedroom house. phone 217-463-
8800. Leave message. $450.00/
month plus deposit

New Electric Guitar- Amplifier is 
set right, Tuned Music will not 
come about.. Need someone to  
to work on the knobs. 
Please call 217-264-8900

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS EDGAR 

COUNTY  PARIS, ILLINOIS 
CITY OF PARIS, 

Plaintiff, 
 vs.                                        

 JERRY D. KRAEMER JR., JACKIE 
L. KRAEMER,  FIRST MID BANK 
& TRUST F/K/A  FIRST BANK 

& TRUST, MIDLAND FUNDING,  
LLC, UNKNOWN OWNERS, AND 

NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants.  

No. 2019-MR-66

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS 

Notice is hereby given to JERRY 
D. KRAEMER JR. and JACKIE L. 
KRAEMER, that a Complaint has 
been filed in the above entitled 
cause on December 13, 2019 re-
questing abatement of nuisance, 
demolition of unsafe buildings, 
and other relief. 

(i) The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above. 

(ii) The Court in which said action 
was brought is identified above. 

(iii) The name of the title holder of 
record is JERRY D. KRAEMER JR. 
and JACKIE L. KRAEMER. 

(iv) The legal description of the 
property is: 

The North 69 feet of even width of 
the South 124 feet of even width 
of Lot No. 18 in Joseph A. Brown’s 
Heirs’ Addition to the City of Paris. 

PREIN: 09-18-01-379-002 

(v) Common address of subject 
real estate is: 607 Ten Broeck 
Street, Paris, IL. 

JERRY D. KRAEMER JR. and 
JACKIE L. KRAEMER, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS are served by publi-
cation of this Notice. Unless JERRY 
D. KRAEMER JR. and JACKIE L. 
KRAEMER, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
and NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS 
file an answer to the Complaint 
in this case or otherwise make 
an appearance in this case on or 
before January 21, 2020, a default 
judgment may be entered against 
such JERRY D. KRAEMER JR. and 
JACKIE L. KRAEMER, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS at any time after that 
day in accordance with the reme-
dies requested in the Complaint. 

Angela R. Barrett 
Circuit Clerk 

FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. Kash, 
Jr.) 129 North Central Avenue 
Paris, IL 61944-1704 Telephone: 
217-465-4196 Fax: 217-466-1213 
Email: service@fgklaw.net

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on DECEMBER 23, 2019 a 
certificate was filed in the Office of 
the County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting, 
and transacting the business 
known as:

COPPER KETTLE  LOGISTICS

LOCATED AT:  712 E. MADISON, 
CHRISMAN, IL 61924

OWNER(S):  RONALD L. 
JOHNSON

DATED: DECEMBER 23, 2019

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The City of Paris will hold a public 
hearing on January 13, 2020  
at  5:15 p.m. at the Paris City 
Hall, 206 South Central, Paris, 
Illinois, in the Council Chamber 
to provide interested parties an 
opportunity to express their views 
on the proposed federally funded 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) project.  Persons 
with disabilities or non-English 
speaking persons who wish to at-
tend the public hearing and need 
assistance should contact Bridget 

Anderson, City Clerk, no later than 
January 9, 2020.  Every effort will 
be made to make reasonable ac-
commodations for these persons.

On or about January 27, 2020, the 
City of Paris intends to apply to the 
Illinois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity for 
a grant from the State CDBG 
program.  This program is funded 
by Title 1 of the Federal Housing 
and Community Development Act 
of 1974, as amended.  These funds 
are to be used for The AGCO GSI 
Warehouse Expansion Economic 
Development Project that will 
include the following activities:  
extension of approximately 
2,000 feet of 12 inch water main; 
construction of approximately 
1,300 feet of 4 inch sanitary 
sewer force main; storm sewer 
improvements; relocation of 
Stratton Drive approximately 700 
feet to the west; and then the 
construction of approximately 
900 feet of roadway north from a 
new entrance on IL 133 and then 
600 feet east to meet the existing 
roadway at the end of the AGCO 
GSI current property.  AGGO GSI 
will acquire a 27-acre site to the 
west of Stratton Drive; construct 
a 150,000 square foot warehouse 
expansion; construct an enclosed 
vehicular connector to link the 
buildings; and, purchase and in-
stall various pieces of equipment.  
The total amount of CDBG funds 
to be requested is $1,000,000.  
The amount of CDBG funds 
proposed to be used for activities 
that will benefit low-to-moderate 
income persons is estimated to 
be a minimum of $510,000.  It 
is anticipated that non-CDBG 
funds estimated at $8.7 million 
will also be spent on the project 
and will be derived from AGCO 
GSI and a requested EDP grant 
from the Illinois Department of 
Transportation.  The CDBG funds 
will be used for the construction 
of the public infrastructure 
improvements.

Information related to this 
project will be available for review 
prior to the public hearing as of 
January 9, 2020 at the office of 
the City Administrator, City Hall, 
206 South Central, Paris, Illinois 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.  Interested citizens are 
invited to provide comments re-
garding these issues either at the 
public hearing or by prior written 
statement.  Written comments 
should be submitted to Bridget 
Anderson, City Clerk, no later than 
4:00 p.m. on  January 10, 2020 in 
order to ensure placement of such 
comments in the official record of 
the public hearing proceedings.  
A plan to minimize displacement 
and provide assistance to those 
displaced has been prepared by 
the City of Paris and is also avail-
able to the public.  This project 
will result in no displacement of 
any persons or businesses.  For 
additional information concerning 
the proposed project, please 
contact  Michael Martin, City 
Administrator, 217-466-7601 or 
write to Michael Martin at City 
Hall, 206 South Central, Paris, 
Illinois  61944.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS EDGAR 
COUNTY 

PARIS, ILLINOIS 
CITY OF PARIS, 

Plaintiff, 
VS. 

KEITH A. BEAL, KERRY BEAL, 
PARIS FIRST BRANCH OF STATE 

BANK OF CHRISMAN, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS, UNKNOWN OWNERS, 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS 

Defendants. 

2019-MR-69

LIS PENDENS NOTICE 
COMPLAINT FOR ABATEMENT 

OF NUISANCE AND 
DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 

BUILDINGS 

Notice is hereby given to KEITH 
A. BEAL, KERRY BEAL, PARIS 
FIRST, BRANCH OF STATE BANK 
OF CHRISMAN, PARIS, ILLINOIS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS that 
a Complaint has been filed in the 
above entitled cause on December 
23, 2019, requesting abatement of 
nuisance, demolition of unsafe 
buildings, and other relief. 
(i) The name of the plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above. 
(ii) The Court in which said action 
was brought is identified above. 
(iii) The names of the title holders 
of record are KEITH A. BEAL and 
KERRY BEAL. 
(iv) The legal description of the 
subject real estate is: 
A part of Out Lot No. 264 to the 
City of Paris described as begin-
ning at a point on the North line 
of East Wood Street in said City 
65 feet East of the intersection 
of said North Line of Wood Street 
with the East Line of Young Street 
in said City, thence North parallel 
with said East line of Young Street 
to the South line of Milton Street 
in said City, thence East along 
said Milton Street 65 feet, thence 
South to said North line of said 
Wood Street, thence West 65 

feet to the place of beginning, 
Except a part thereof described as 
beginning at a point in the South 
line of Milton Street 65 feet East 
of the Northwest Corner of said 
Out Lot, then South 272.9 feet, 
thence East 65 feet, thence North 
271.3 feet to the South line of said 
Milton Street, thence West along 
the South line of Milton Street, 65 
feet to the place of beginning. 
PREIN: 09-18-01-280-006 
(v) Common address of subject 
real estate is: 
505 E. Wood St., Paris, IL 61944 
KEITH A. BEAL, KERRY BEAL, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS are served 
by Publication of this Notice. 
Unless KEITH A. BEAL, KERRY 
BEAL, UNKNOWN OWNERS, 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS 
file an answer to the Complaint 
in this case or otherwise make 
an appearance in this case on 
or before February 11, 2020, a 
default judgment may be entered 
against KEITH A. BEAL, KERRY 
BEAL, UNKNOWN OWNERS, AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS at any 
time after that day in accordance 
with the remedies requested in 
the Complaint. 

Angela R. Barrett CIRCUIT CLERK 

FRUIN & KASH Richard M. Kash, Jr. 
129 North Central Avenue Paris, IL 
61944 Telephone: (217) 465-4196 
Fax: (217) 466-1213

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS EDGAR 
COUNTY PARIS, ILLINOIS CITY 

OF PARIS, 
Plaintiff,  

vs.  
DANIEL WARREN BROWN, 
CAROLYN KAY  BROWN, 

REALTAX DEVELOPERS, LTD,  
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 

NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS 
Defendants.  

2019-MR-70

LIS PENDENS NOTICE 
COMPLAINT FOR ABATEMENT 

OF NUISANCE AND 
DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 

BUILDINGS 
Notice is hereby given to DANIEL 
WARREN BROWN, CAROLYN KAY 
BROWN, REALTAX DEVELOPERS, 
LTD, UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMAINTS that 
a Complaint has been filed in the 
above entitled cause on December 
23, 2019, requesting abatement of 
nuisance, demolition of unsafe 
buildings, and other relief. 
(i) The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above. 
(ii) The Court in which said action 
was brought is identified above. 
(iii) The names of the title holders 
of record are DANIEL WARREN 

BROWN and CAROLYN KAY 
BROWN 
(iv) The legal description of the 
subject real estate is: 
A part of Out Lot No. 264 to the 
City of Paris, Edgar County, Illinois, 
described as beginning at a point 
65 feet East of the intersection 
of the North Line of Wood Street 
with the East Line of Young Street; 
thence North parallel with the East 
Line of Young Street to a point 
272.9 feet South of the South 
Line of Milton Street (formerly Dill 
Street); thence West 65 feet to the 
East Line of Young Street 274.6 
feet South of the South Line of 
Milton Street; thence South along 
the East Line of Young Street to 
the North Line of Wood Street; 
thence East 65 feet to the place of 
beginning. 
PREIN: 09-18-01-280-005 
(v) Common address of subject 
real estate is: 
501 E. Wood St., Paris, IL 61944 
DANIEL WARREN BROWN, 
CAROLYN KAY BROWN, REALTAX 
DEVELOPERS, LTD, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS are served by 
Publication of this Notice. Unless 
DANIEL WARREN BROWN, 

CAROLYN KAY BROWN, REALTAX 
DEVELOPERS, LTD, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS file an answer to 
the Complaint in this case or 
otherwise make an appearance 
in this case on or before February 
11, 2020, a default judgment 
may be entered against DANIEL 
WARREN BROWN, CAROLYN KAY 
BROWN, REALTAX DEVELOPERS, 
LTD, UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS at any 
time after that day in accordance 
with the remedies requested in 
the Complaint. 

Angela R. Barrett, 
Circuit Clerk 

FRUIN & KASH Richard M. Kash, 
Jr. 129 North Central Avenue 
Paris, IL 61944 Telephone: (217) 
465-4196 Fax: (217) 466-1213
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
bookkeeper@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

MULTI-CONSIGNOR ONLINE AUCTION
Auction Begins To Close Sunday, January 19th @ Noon IL. Time
Consignors: Mick Armstrong, Brown, Baker, Campbell & More

Antiques, Quality Furniture, Collectibles & More!
*Visit us at calliebaberuction.com & click “ONLINE BIDDING!”*

JOHN & JANE CHEESEWRIGHT OF DANA, IN. Downsizing! (Part 2)
Primitives, Antiques, Sports Collectibles, Farm Toys & More! 
Auction Begins To Close Monday, Feb. 10th at 4pm IL Time

Click “online bidding” calliebaberauction.com 

The Equity is an Agricultural Cooperative with 18 locations, 
serving 37 counties in Illinois and Indiana and is looking for 
self-motivated individuals to join our team. The Equity is a 

full-service cooperative offering a complete line of supplies 
and services for farm and residential customers. The Equity 
was founded in 1919 and now has more than 400 full-time 

employee and offers a great benefits package. 

Horace, IL positions:
Facilities Maintenance – requirements: ability to trouble-

shoot electrical, mechanical and pneumatic issues; interacts 
effectively with management, maintain and repair company 
owned equipment and facilities; facilitate & manage repair 

projects; other duties as assigned.
Feed Delivery – requirements: possess a CDL class A license; 

load feed trucks, deliver bulk feed, assist feed production 
when needed; other duties as assigned.

Marshall, IL positions:
Custom Applicator – requirements: possess a CDL class 
A license; apply fertilizer and ag products through custom 

application equipment; blending, mixing, delivering, loading 
and unloading of ag products; scout field for weed and inset 

problems; take soil samples; other duties as assigned.
Agronomy Operations – requirements: obtain a class A CDL; 

blending, mixing, delivering, loading and unloading of ag 
products; repair & maintain fleet; other duties as assigned

Agronomy Sales – requirements: Bachelor’s degree in Ag or 
related field preferred; obtain CCA certification; obtain class 
A CDL; consulting with growers & making recommendations; 

develop sales programs; other duties as assigned. 
For more information on the positions or to apply go to 

www.theequity.com/careers or send resumes to 
apply.careers@theequity.com or stop in one of our 18 locations. 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 54
 SEWERS: CONNECTION OF HOUSE SEWERS WITH STORM OR SANITARY 

SEWERS SECTION 54.09(F)

BE IT ORDAINED: by the Council of the City of Chrisman, Illinois, that:

SECTION 1: CHAPTER 54: SEWERS; SECTION 54.09 CONNECTION OF HOUSE 
SEWERS WITH STORM OR SANITARY SEWERS (F) be and is hereby amended 
to read as follows, to-wit:
 (F) The inspection and connection fees shall be as follows.
  (1) The connection  fee for strictly non-sanitary sewers shall  
   be $50.
  (2) The connection fee shall be $750 for strictly sanitary  
   sewers.
  (3) No person other than city employees shall be permitted  
   to tap sewers.

SECTION 2

 Any ordinance or clause or provision of any Ordinance in conflict with this 
Ordinance is hereby repealed.

SECTION 3
   This Ordinance shall take full effect from and after its passage, signing, 
recording and publication pursuant to law.

CITY OF CHRISMAN ORDINANCE

REUSE
the news
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ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 51 
WATER: WATER RATES

SECTION 51.02
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Chrisman, Illinois, that:

SECTION 1: CHAPTER 51: WATER; SECTION 51.02 WATER RATES be and is
hereby amended to read as follows, to-wit:

 A. Rates. The following shall be the rates of charge of water from  
  the city water supply system.

  1.     The basis user rate of $5 per 1,000 gallons shall be 
          applied to all users for water consumption in excess of  
          1,000 gallons per month. A minimum charge of $5 per  
         month shall be applied to all users whose water consump- 
                         tion does not exceed 1,000 gallons per month.

  2.    Service outside city limits: Customers who are outside city  
                         limits shall have the same rates as customers who are in  
          city limits.
 B. Effective dates. Rates and service charges shall be effective as  
  of 1-1-2020, and on the bills to be rendered for the month being
  1-2-2020.
 C. Increases. Water rates starting January 1, 2020, will see an  
  increase of $0.25 per 1,000 gallons. Minimum water and sewer  
  bills for in town residents not to exceed $10.25.
 D. Penalty fee. A penalty of 10% will be added to any bill not paid  
  by the fifteenth of the month.

SECTION 2
                 Any ordinance or clause or provision of any Ordinance in conflict with 
this Ordinance is hereby repealed.

 SECTION 3
   This Ordinance shall take full effect from and after its passage, signing, 
recording and publication pursuant to law.

CITY OF CHRISMAN ORDINANCE

BY LISA MASCARO 
AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Congress opened the new 
year with the Senate dead-
locked over President Donald 
Trump's impeachment trial, 
leaving the proceedings deeply 
in flux as Republicans refuse to 
bend to Democratic demands 
for new witnesses.

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell showed 
no signs Friday of negotiating 
with the Democrats as he aims 
for Trump's swift acquittal. At 
the same time, the Republi-
can leader acknowledged the 
Senate cannot begin the his-
toric undertaking until House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi delivers 
the articles of impeachment 
— which she is refusing to do 
until he provides details on 
the trial's scope. Neither seems 
willing to budge. 

“Their turn is over,” Mc-
Connell said about the Dem-
ocratic-led House. "It's the 
Senate's turn now to render 
sober judgment as the framers 
intended.”

Pelosi responded that Mc-
Connell's stance, “made clear 
that he will feebly comply with 
President Trump’s cover-up of 
his abuses of power and be an 
accomplice to that cover-up.” 

The House and Senate gav-

eled in for brief sessions Friday 
with the sudden crisis in the 
Middle East only adding to the 
uncertainty about how law-
makers will proceed with the 
impeachment trial, only the 
third in U.S. history.

Trump was impeached 
last month by the House on 
charges that he abused power 
and obstructed Congress in his 
dealings with Ukraine. Trump 
withheld nearly $400 million 
in military aid for Ukraine, 
an Eastern European ally that 
depends on U.S. support to 
counter Russia, after asking 
President Volodymyr Zelens-
kiy to publicly announce an 
investigation into Trump rival 
Joe Biden. The aid was ulti-
mately released after Congress 
objected. 

Democrats believe their de-
mands for witnesses are bol-
stered by new reports about 
Trump's decision to withhold 
the aid and unease among 
some GOP senators over the 
situation. 

“The American people de-
serve the truth," Pelosi said in a 
statement. "Every Senator now 
faces a choice: to be loyal to the 
President or the Constitution."

McConnell has said the trial 
should start and then senators 
can decide the scope. Acquit-
tal seems likely in the Senate 

because Republicans hold 
a 53-47 seat majority and it 
takes two thirds of the Senate 
to convict. But McConnell's 
leverage is limited during the 
trial. Either side needs to reach 
just a 51-vote threshold to call 
witnesses or seek documents, 
which could politically test 
some senators.

As he opened the chamber 
Friday, McConnell criticized 
House Democrats as having 
engineered a slapdash im-
peachment that was the most 
rushed, least fair in history, 
only to now forcibly postpone 
the proceedings while they 
seek more information. 

The GOP leader did not de-
fend or criticize the president's 
actions toward Ukraine. But he 
invoked the Founding Fathers' 
vision of the slower-moving 
Senate as, “an institution that 
could stop momentary hyste-
ria and partisan passions."

Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer also drew on 
the founders to pressure Re-
publican senators not to fall 
lockstep in line with Trump, 
as they typically do, but fulfill 
their role as jurors.

"The vital question, of 
whether or not we have a fair 
trial, ultimately rests with a 
majority of the senators in this 
chamber,'' Schumer said. 

BY CAROLYN THOMPSON 
Associated Press

LOCKPORT, N.Y. (AP) — 
An upstate New York school 
district has begun using fa-
cial recognition technology 
to look for threats, over the 
objection of civil rights advo-
cates who say it compromises 
student privacy.

The Lockport Central 
School District said it activat-
ed the system on Thursday 
after meeting conditions set 
by state education officials, 
including that no students be 
programmed into the system's 
database.

Superintendent Michelle 
Bradley said on the district's 
website the Aegis system is ca-
pable of alerting staff to guns 
as well as individuals who 
pose a potential threat, includ-
ing level 2 or 3 sex offenders, 
suspended staff members and 
people flagged by law enforce-
ment or prohibited by court 
order. 

The district originally 
planned to include certain 
students, citing the Febru-

ary 2018 attack in which ex-
pelled student Nikolas Cruz 
is charged with killing 17 at 
Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School in Parkland, 
Florida. Those plans were 
scrapped amid privacy con-
cerns raised by the New York 
State Education Department.

While facial recognition 
technology has made its way 
into airports, casinos, stores 
and stadiums, it is so far rare 
in public schools. The western 
New York district is believed 
to be the first in the state to 
incorporate the technology in 
the aftermath of deadly mass 
school shootings that have led 
administrators nationwide to 
adopt security measures rang-
ing from bulletproof glass to 
armed guards.

But even without the inclu-
sion of students on the Lock-
port schools' hot list, the New 
York Civil Liberties Union 
said facial recognition tech-
nology infringes on students' 
rights just by scanning their 
faces in search of a match.

“Because every face that is 

detected in the frame will be 
analyzed and compared to 
entries on the Hot List, any-
one who walks through areas 
captured by the surveillance 
cameras will be entered into 
the facial recognition system, 
including students,” the NY-
CLU wrote to Interim Educa-
tion Commissioner Shannon 
Tahoe this week, seeking a 
halt to its use.

Education department 
officials said they believe 
Lockport has satisfied their 
concerns about student priva-
cy and data, but have recom-
mended the district consult 
with its lawyers to ensure in-
dividuals' civil rights are pro-
tected.

Bradley said the system 
does not collect or store any 
personally identifiable or oth-
er information until a match 
is made and confirmed by 
school staff, who would re-
ceive an alert from the system. 

The $1.4 million Canadi-
an-made Aegis system was 
funded through a state tech-
nology bond.

BY ROBERT BURNS, LOLITA C. 
BALDOR AND ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump said 
Friday he ordered the killing 
of a top Iranian general to stop 
a war, not start one, but in the 
tense aftermath the Pentagon 
braced for retaliation by send-
ing more troops to the Middle 
East. Democrats complained 
that Trump hadn't consulted 
Congress, and some worried 
the strike made war more like-
ly.

Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo argued the U.S. case 
with allies in the Middle East 
and beyond, asserting that 
Thursday's drone strike killing 
Gen. Qassem Soleimani was a 
necessary act of self defense. 
He asserted that Soleimani 
was plotting a series of attacks 
that endangered many Ameri-
can troops and officials across 
the Middle East.

The ramifications of 
Trump's decision to kill Solei-
mani were still coming into fo-
cus Friday; they could include 
an end to the U.S. military 
partnership with Iraq in fight-
ing the Islamic State extremist 
group. Some Iraqi politicians 
called the attack, which also 
killed an Iraqi general, a vi-
olation of Iraqi sovereignty 
and questioned whether U.S. 
forces should be expelled. The 
U.S. has about 5,200 troops in 
Iraq, mostly to train and ad-
vise Iraqi forces fighting IS. 

In brief remarks to the na-
tion, Trump said the Iranian 
general had been plotting im-
minent and sinister attacks. 
At the Pentagon, Army Gen. 
Mark Milley, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the 
U.S. had, “compelling, clear, 
unambiguous intelligence,” of 
Soleimani plotting violent acts.

“Oh, by the way, it might 
still happen,” Milley said, re-
ferring to the planned attacks.

Trump called Soleimani a 
ruthless figure who, “made the 
death of innocent people his 
sick passion. ... We take com-
fort in knowing that his reign 
of terror is over."

The president warned Iran 
against retaliating. He said the 
U.S. military has Iranian tar-
gets fully identified for count-
er-retaliation. The U.S. has a 
wide range of offensive and 
defensive forces in the Gulf 
area within range of Iran.

Asked about possible retal-
iation, Milley told reporters, 
“Is there risk? You’re damn 
right there’s risk.” He added, 
“There is a range of possible 
futures here, and the ball is in 
the Iranian court.”

As Iran warned of harsh 
reprisals, the U.S. Homeland 
Security Department watched 
for trouble brewing on the do-
mestic front and reported no 
specific, credible threats in the 
first hours after the American 
attack in Baghdad, said the 
department’s acting secretary, 
Chad F. Wolf.

Senior State Department of-
ficials, in a briefing for report-
ers, said the drone strike near 
the Baghdad international air-
port was based on intelligence 
that suggested Soleimani was 
traveling in the area to put final 
touches on plans for attacks 

that would have hit U.S. diplo-
mats, troops and American fa-
cilities in Iraq, Lebanon, Syria 
and elsewhere in the Mideast. 
The officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity un-
der State Department ground 
rules, would not be more spe-
cific about the intelligence but 
said it clearly called for a deci-
sive U.S. response.

Democrats in Congress 
questioned the administra-
tion's approach, while making 
clear they don't regret Solei-
mani's demise. Sen. Mark 
Warner, a Virginia Democrat, 
noted that Pompeo said the 
administration wants to de-es-
calate tensions with Iran.

“I think the jury's out on 
that,” Warner said. “I hope 
they're successful on that. I 
think it could have brought 
in more congressional leaders 
and allies to help make that 
case ahead of time.”

Rep. Adam Schiff, a Califor-
nia Democrat, said he has not 
heard a satisfactory explana-
tion for the timing of the U.S. 
attack.

“And the question is why 
the administration chose this 
moment, why this administra-
tion made the decision to re-
move him from the battlefield 
and other administrations, 
both parties, decided that 
would escalate the risks, not 
reduce them,” he said.

Fears about the repercus-
sions of killing Soleimani per-
sisted throughout the admin-
istrations of President George 
W. Bush, a Republican, and 
President Barack Obama, a 
Democrat, according to offi-
cials who served under both. 
Soleimani, they calculated, 
was just as dangerous dead 
and martyred as he was alive 

Trump: Aim of killing Iranian general was to ‘stop a war’
and plotting against Ameri-
cans. 

A decades-long U.S. nem-
esis, Iran holds a range of op-
tions for striking back, mili-
tarily or otherwise. Tens of 
thousands of American troops 
in the Persian Gulf area, in-
cluding in Iraq and Qatar, are 
within easy range of Iranian 
missiles, and Iran has the ca-
pability to act more clandes-
tinely with cyber attacks or 
military proxy strikes on U.S. 
targets abroad.

Last summer, following a 
string of intelligence indica-
tions that Iran was planning 
attacks on U.S. targets in the 
Gulf area, the Pentagon ac-
celerated the deployment of 
an aircraft carrier to the re-
gion and deployed additional 
missile defenses. In all, about 
14,000 additional U.S. troops 
were sent to the area over the 
summer and fall, but that did 
not deter Iran, which is feeling 
an extreme squeeze from U.S. 
sanctions that have all but shut 
off its oil exports.

The final sequence of ac-
tions leading to the killing of 
Soleimani began in October 
with rocket attacks in Iraq 
that Washington blamed on 
Iran-supported Shiite militias. 
A Dec. 27 rocket attack near 
Kirkuk killed an American 
contractor and wounded U.S. 
and Iraqi soldiers. 

The U.S. blamed an Iran-
backed militia called Kataeb 
Hezbollah, or KH, and on 
Dec. 29 it bombed five KH-
linked facilities. Two days lat-
er, KH militiamen and their 
supporters stormed the U.S. 
Embassy compound in Bagh-
dad, an attack Trump cited as 
evidence that Soleimani de-
served to be eliminated.

“The Iranian regime’s ag-
gression in the region, includ-
ing the use of proxy fighters to 
destabilize its neighbors, must 
end and it must end now,” 
Trump said.

Trump's final pre-strike 
consultations were held be-
hind the palm trees at his Mar-
a-Lago club in Palm Beach, 
Florida, where the president 
has spent two weeks largely 
out of sight before his im-
peachment trial in the Senate. 
In the days before the attack, 
Trump huddled with aides, 
including Pompeo and his na-
tional security adviser, Robert 
O'Brien.

After the Soleimani killing, 
Pompeo announced that he 
was placing the Iran-backed 
Iraqi militia Asaib Ahl al-Haq 
on the State Department’s 
foreign terrorist organization 
blacklist, which blocks any 
assets the group may have in 
U.S. jurisdictions and bars 
Americans from providing it 
with material support.

The Pentagon was large-
ly silent Friday on details of 
the drone strike and its after-
math. Officials announced the 
deployment of nearly 3,000 
additional soldiers from the 
82nd Airborne Division at 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
to Kuwait as reinforcements. 
Separately, the 173rd Air-
borne Brigade, based in Italy, 
had been placed on alert for 
possible deployment of parts 
of the brigade to Lebanon to 
help defend the U.S. Embassy 
in Beirut.

The additional troop de-
ployments reflect concerns 
about potential Iranian retalia-
tory action. But they also run 
counter to Trump's repeated 
push to extract the United 

States from Mideast conflicts. 
He has repeatedly called for 
withdrawing from Syria and 
Afghanistan, but over the past 
year he has greatly increased 
U.S. troop totals in the Middle 
East.

More broadly, some con-
gressional Democrats and na-
tional security analysts ques-
tioned whether the Trump 
administration is prepared 
for Iranian retaliation and the 
prospect of political back-
lash in Iraq, where American 
troops are working with Iraqi 
forces in a sometimes tense 
partnership against the Islam-
ic State extremist group. The 
Pentagon said it wants to sus-
tain that work, but some Iraqi 
leaders said it might be time 
for U.S. troops to leave.

In Baghdad, Prime Minis-
ter Adel Abdul-Mahdi con-
demned the American drone 
strike, which also killed an 
Iraqi general who was dep-
uty commander of the Ira-
nian-backed militias in Iraq 
known as the Popular Mobi-
lization Forces. Abdul-Mahdi 
called the killings an aggres-
sion against Iraq. An emer-
gency session of parliament 
was called for Sunday, and 
the deputy speaker, Hassan 
al-Kaabi, said it would make 
decisions that put an end to 
the U.S. presence in Iraq.

Ordering out American 
forces would heavily damage 
Washington’s influence and 
make the U.S. troop presence 
in neighboring Syria more 
tenuous. But Iraq’s leadership 
is likely to be divided over 
such a step. President Barham 
Salih called for, “the voice of 
reason and wisdom to dom-
inate, keeping in mind Iraq’s 
greater interests.”
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BRIEFLY
Governor grants 
20 clemency 
petitions

CHICAGO (AP) — Illinois 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker granted 20 
petitions for clemency hours 
ahead of the New Year, mark-
ing the Democrat’s first major 
batch of petitions since taking 
office nearly a year ago. 

The cases, dating back to 
1975, included battery, drug 
possession, attempted bur-
glary and theft, according to 
a list released Tuesday by the 
Illinois Prisoner Review Board. 

People whose clemency 
petitions are granted may go 
to court to try to have their 
criminal records expunged. 
All have undergone a recent 
criminal background check 
through an Illinois law enforce-
ment data system. 

The batch is separate from 
the thousands of pardons 
Pritzker announced earlier in 
the day under the state’s new 
marijuana legalization law. The 
approximately 11,000 pardons 
for low-level marijuana 
convictions came through an 
automatic process. 

The group of 20 are from 
petition seekers who want to 
clear their records, often times 
in hopes of improving job 
opportunities. 

Pritzker pardoned four 
individuals earlier this year, in-
cluding Miguel Perez. The U.S. 
Army veteran who had a green 
card was deported to Mexico 
because of a 2008 drug-traf-
ficking conviction. The pardon 
allowed him to return to the 
country and he has since 
become a U.S. citizen.

Arrest made in 
$597,000 theft

CHANNAHON TOWNSHIP, 
Ill. (AP) — A former employee 
at a Chicago-area vegetable 
oil producing company faces 
theft and forgery charges in 
the suspected theft of more 
than $597,000 through an 
expense reporting scheme.

The woman was arrested 
Monday, according to the Will 
County sheriff’s office. It was 
not clear Tuesday if she had 
been arraigned.

She worked about three 
years as an executive assistant 
at the Bunge North America 
Loders Croklaan manufac-
turing facility in Channahon 
Township, about 50 miles 
southwest of Chicago.

Airline tickets and hotel 
rooms were purchased online 
for employees, authorities 
said. Confirmations for the 
purchases were printed, but 
the reservations later were 
canceled.

Expense reports were cre-
ated and filed. Reimbursement 
checks subsequently were 
issued to the woman.

At least 30 trips were pur-
chased between March 1 and 
Dec. 27, 2018 and canceled the 
same day.

Schools can tour 
Lincoln museum

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) 
— Schools in in five Illinois 
central counties can apply for 
funding to visit the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum, officials said. 

The deadline to apply for 
financial assistance covering 
transportation costs and 
admission fees is Jan. 31, 
museum officials said. 

Students in grades 4-12 can 
use funds to visit the Spring-
field museum between March 
23 and June 30. Students 
in Coles, Douglas, Macon, 
Moultrie and Piatt counties are 
eligible. 

The money comes from the 
John Ullrich Foundation, which 
was established 30 years ago. 
He was a Decatur business-
man and landowner during 
Lincoln’s time. 

The students will be able 
to see the library perma-
nent exhibits and theater 
presentations about the 16th 
president’s life, along with the 
special exhibit called “Spies, 
Traitors, and Saboteurs: Fear 
and Freedom in America.”

Population slumped again
Illinois loses population for 6th straight year, losses higher than any state this decade

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Illinois’ population de-
creased in 2019 by an estimated 
51,250 people, or 0.4 percent, 
marking the sixth consecutive 
year the state has lost residents, 
according to new data from the 
U.S. Census Bureau.

Since the turn of the decade, 
Illinois has lost more residents 
than any other state, with a 
drop of about 159,700 people, 
or 1.2 percent of its population. 
Only three other states have 
shrunk since 2010: Connecti-
cut, Vermont and West Virgin-
ia — with West Virginia losing 
the largest share of its residents, 
a 3.3 percent decline.

Puerto Rico, a U.S. territory, 
has lost an estimated 532,463 
people since 2010, or 14.3 per-
cent of its population.

Population losses in Illinois 
have been compounding since 
2014, when the state began 
a steady, though not precip-
itous, decline. Illinois is the 
sixth-most-populous state in 
the nation, after California, 
Texas, Florida, New York and 
Pennsylvania, which passed 
Illinois in 2017. Ohio is sev-
enth, followed by Georgia and 
North Carolina.

As Illinois’ population has 
eroded, potentially weaken-
ing its political and economic 
power, the trend has become a 
frequent topic of political dis-
cussion.

Contacted for comment 
about the new census num-
bers, the administration of 
Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
released a statement ticking off 
various measures intended to 
help keep and attract Illinois 
residents.

“Illinois’ unemployment 
rate is at a historic low and we 
are continuing to create jobs in 
every region of the state,” the 
statement said. "Illinois is back 
and the Pritzker administration 
is proving that when you build 
relationships, work together 
and focus on solutions you can 
create positive change.”

Bryce Hill, a policy analyst 
at the conservative Illinois 
Policy Institute, said he hoped 
the heightened attention to the 
state’s population decline will 
motivate more Illinoisans to 
stay and push for change.

“It’s not too late," Hill said. 
"Illinois is not doomed, but we 
need some serious policy deci-
sions and reform.”

In examining population 

trends in Illinois over the past 
year, the Tribune found that 
a decrease in the number of 
people moving to Illinois from 
other states and countries has 
exacerbated the impact of de-
clining birthrates and increas-
ing numbers of people moving 
out of the state.

The data released Monday 
shows the state’s well-known 
problems with domestic mi-
gration losses (losing residents 
to other states) were slightly 
mitigated by positive net inter-
national migration. Arrivals to 
Illinois from other countries 
outnumbered international 
departures, causing Illinois 
to gain about 1.5 people per 
1,000 residents. But domesti-
cally, more people left Illinois 
for another state than the re-
verse, causing a loss of about 
8.3 people per 1,000. That 
rate was the fourth worst for 
any state in 2019, behind New 
York, Hawaii and Alaska.

When the domestic and in-
ternational migration rates are 
combined, the flow of people 
into and out of Illinois caused a 
net migration loss of about 6.8 
people per 1,000 residents in 
the past year. 

The new numbers offer only 

net migration estimates and 
do not allow comparisons be-
tween how many people left 
Illinois and how many moved 
in. But in September, the Chi-
cago Tribune reported Illinois 
ranked worse nationally on 
attracting new residents from 
other countries and states than 
on losing residents to other 
states.

Census data on the number 
of people moving in and out 
of Illinois relies on a survey 
and is produced separately 
from the census division that 
releases population estimates. 
The most recent available 
survey data, for 2018, shows 
that Illinois continued to rank 
poorly on in-migration; it 
ranked 46th among the states 
in terms of attracting new res-
idents from other states and 
countries. 

The same data shows that 
Illinois actually improved last 
year on the rate of domestic 
out-migration, or people mov-
ing out of Illinois to another 
state. In 2017, Illinois ranked as 
the 21st worst state, with a rate 
of 26.8 people leaving Illinois 
per 1,000 residents. By 2018 
the rate had fallen to 24.2, and 
the state’s ranking improved, to 

the 32nd worst.
The census data released 

Monday offers some hints of 
how the changes in Illinois’ 
population may affect the 
state’s political representation, 
though the final determination 
will be based on the full census 
count in 2020. Eighteen people 
now represent Illinois in the 
U.S. House of Representatives.

“We’ve known for a while 
that the projections are that 
we would lose one district 
possibly or more, but we won’t 
know that until we have the 
actual number for the census,” 
a spokesman for the Illinois 
State Board of Elections said. 
One possible result, he added, 
is the loss of a congressional 
district in the southern part of 
the state.

The decennial census count 
also affects the distribution 
of public funds. Anita Baner-
ji, the director for Forefront’s 
Democracy Initiative, a non-
profit that is receiving fund-
ing from Chicago Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot’s administration to 
conduct 2020 census outreach, 
said she hopes the new popula-
tion loss numbers will magnify 
the importance of an accurate 
census count.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

JEFFERSON CITY, 
Mo. (AP) — A proposal 
in Illinois to make daylight 
saving time permanent has 
some residents and busi-
ness owners worried about 
the confusion it could cause 
at the Missouri border.

St. Louis sits along the 
Mississippi River, which 
separates Illinois and Mis-
souri. Tens of thousands of 
people in the St. Louis area 
work in one state and live 
in the other.

Having Illinois and 
Missouri in different time 
zones, "would just be in-
convenient," Deborah 
Bruyette, who lives in Free-
burg, Illinois, and cares for 
her 95-year-old father in 
Missouri, told the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch.

The Illinois Senate ap-
proved legislation this year 
to make daylight saving 
time permanent. The mea-
sure still needs approval 
from the Illinois House, 
the governor and the fed-
eral government. If passed, 
the law would take effect in 
March.

The Senate sponsor, 
Democrat Andy Manar of 
Bunker Hill, believes the 
measure would be good 
for businesses because 
more people would have a 
chance to shop before the 
sun sets.

"Given the loss of pro-
ductivity caused by the ar-
bitrary daylight saving time 
change, and the various 
health and safety concerns 
that are supported by re-
search, this proposal makes 
a lot of sense," Manar said.

Not everyone is worried 
about having Missouri and 
Illinois in different time 
zones. Eric Michel, finance 
manager at Mercedes-Benz 
of St. Louis, commutes to 
work from his home in Ed-
wardsville, Illinois.

"Half of the year I'd have 
to go to work at 8 and half 
the year I'd have to go to 
work at 9. I don't think it 
would have a huge impact," 
Michel said.

Around three dozen 
states introduced legisla-
tion in 2019 to do away 
with seasonal time changes 
by eliminating or standard-
izing daylight saving time. 

Illinois time 
change 
plan causes 
confusion 
for Missouri

GOVERNOR’S PARDONS ARE PART OF SWEEPING CHANGE

Special to the Prairie Press

Illinois Governor JB Pritzker has pardoned over 11,000 minor marijuana convictions in what he describes as the first wave 
of expungements now that marijuana is legal.  Proponents praise the move as life-changing for thousands convicted of mis-
demeanors related to marijuana, saying they will now have better chances of finding jobs and getting scholarships. Minority 
communities who have been targeted in the past for arrests and convictions especially stand to benefit.

Pritzker clears convictions
BY KATHLEEN FOODY
Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — Illinois' gover-
nor granted more than 11,000 pardons 
for low-level marijuana convictions on 
Tuesday, Dec. 31., describing the step 
as a first wave of thousands of such 
expungements anticipated under the 
state's new marijuana legalization law. 

The expungement process is a key 
part of the law, which takes effect 
Wednesday and made Illinois the 11th 
state to legalize marijuana for people 
21 or older. When they crafted the 
policy, Illinois lawmakers said they 
wanted to repair some of the damage 
caused by law enforcement's efforts to 
combat sale and use of the drug, par-
ticularly in minority communities. 

Democratic Gov. JB Pritzker an-
nounced the pardons at a church on 
Chicago's South Side. He said clearing 
the misdemeanor offenses from indi-
viduals' records will make it easier for 
them to get jobs, housing and financial 
aid for college. 

State officials estimate that 116,000 
convictions involving 30 grams or less 
of marijuana, including for possession 
of the drug, are eligible for pardons 
under the new law. Illinois State Police 
are responsible for identifying those 
convictions and sending the records 
to the state's Prisoner Review Board, 
which then forwarded eligible cases to 
the governor's office for pardons. 

Pritzker's pardons allow the state's 
attorney general to ask courts to for-
mally clear or seal the records. 

"We are ending the 50-year-long 

war on cannabis," Pritzker said in a 
statement. "We are restoring rights to 
many tens of thousands of Illinoisans. 
We are bringing regulation and safety 
to a previously unsafe and illegal mar-
ket. And we are creating a new indus-
try that puts equity at its very core." 

Other states that have begun per-
mitting marijuana's sale and use creat-
ed procedures for people to expunge 
minor drug offenses, but Illinois offi-
cials wanted the process to be almost 
automatic for people with non-violent 
marijuana arrests or convictions on 
their records. 

"We know that black Illinois resi-
dents are far more likely to be arrested 
and convicted for marijuana posses-
sion than whites," said Ben Ruddell, 
criminal justice policy director for the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Il-
linois. "This is a good step forward as 
we begin the legal sales of recreational 
marijuana."

Pritzker's office said 92 of the state's 
102 counties are represented among 
the pardons announced Tuesday. 

"The 11,017 pardons that Gov. Pritz-
ker is granting today are thousands of 
lives forever changed — and hundreds 
of thousands more will be changed in 
the coming months," said  Toi Hutchin-
son, a former state senator who now 
is an adviser to Pritzker on marijuana 
policy. "Those who were unfairly tar-
geted by discriminatory drug laws can 
finally get ahead and build a new future 
for themselves and their families."

Some people still will have to act 
independently to have marijuana con-

victions expunged. People who have 
been convicted of offenses involving 
between 30 and 500 grams of marijua-
na in Illinois can file court petitions to 
clear those records. Local prosecutors 
and legal aid organizations also can 
take that step independently. 

State officials estimate that 34,000 
records are eligible for that process. 

Law enforcement agencies have a 
five-year period to expunge records of 
minor marijuana arrests that did not 
result in a conviction, starting with the 
most recent cases. 

Officials estimate that 572,000 ar-
rest records fall into that category. 
Marijuana arrests accompanied by 
violent offenses aren't eligible for ex-
pungement. 

Illinois regulators said more than 40 
dispensaries have been issued licenses 
to sell recreational marijuana starting 
Wednesday, but not all of them plan 
to participate immediately. Industry 
leaders have warned consumers to ex-
pect long lines and potential shortages 
of products.

"This is Day One of the end of pro-
hibition. This is not a finished product 
on Day One," said Rep. Kelly Cassidy, 
a Chicago Democrat who sponsored 
the legislation in the House. 

She noted that the Illinois law en-
sures that the needs of patients who 
depend on marijuana for medical use 
will be met. She says advocates have 
acknowledged since the beginning 
that supply will be an issue at first. 

"There will always be hiccups," she 
said. 
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